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Tet they feek mee daily, and delight to know my sayes, dsa
Nation, that did Righteoufnefs, and forfook not the ordi-
nance of their Ged, They ask of mee the Ordinances of
Fuftice; they delight in approaching to God,

s 'TEX T, which I may tremble to, read, and
T youto hear, Well may wee ask that qucﬁl-
£ on,-- Lord, who is it tnen that lﬂmll bee faved ?
Is it poffible to do thus much, and yet mifs
We) of Heaven 2 Lord, who ss 1t rbm, that hall bee
Javed _
The whole World may bee divided into
four ranks of men,
/IJ: Some, that arc in the Churchvifible, but not of the Church in-
wiftble,
2. Some, that are ?f the Church, but not in the Church,
3. Some, that are both in the C‘imn.&, and of the Church,
4. Some, neither in, nor of the Church.
Somie, that have both right to, aad pofleffion of this great pri-
viledge,
So%np, that have poffefiion, but not right,

Some, that have right, but not poﬁ'e 10n, )
m = Some;
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Of Hypocrify.
~ 5ome, neicher pofleflion, norrighe,

But yet to Come nearer. Thole that are within the pale of the
Church, and {o within the bounds of Gods call, wee may rank in-
tothefe three orders of men,

1. Some,who are wAtheiitical and lrapéam. Such as will do no-
:Ahing for Heaven: as Gallio, -~ They care for noine of thefe things,

&, 18.17.

2. Same'f whoare Hypocritical and unfound. That will do fome-
thing, buc as good as nothing. _

3. Some, who arc fincere and 4 right. Who will come up to Gods
price, and walk throughly in all the wayes of God.

But wee fhall yet draw them into a narrower compafs, wie.

Thofe, who are pretenders 1o Heaven, Ofwhich chere: are buc
two forts of people in the World.  Forwee will caft out the  4-
theift, the worldling, the prephane Perfon, the Drunkard, the Swes-
ver. Theleare men,upon whofe forehead you may read, They
are gaing to Hell, There are then bue two forts, whichare preten-
ders for Heaven,

1. Thefitltis, the Formal Chriftian.

3. The fecond is, thetlpright and Sincere.

1. The firft , Hee will do fomething for Heaven : hee will Jid
much for Heaven: hee will walk in the round of duty: hee looks to
the matter, but neglects the manner,

2. 'The fecond, hee will come up to the price; hee will doall
Gods commands; looking to the Manner, as well as to the Marser,

The one, hee will give God the carkafs and body of duty, The
other, hee will give God the life and fpirit of ducy.

Of the firft forc wee have fome in the Text, who wenc high, to
£all fhort of Heaven at laft. Surely, if wee but read the words, and
if God had not faid, they had been unfound; wee fhould have
judged them of the bef? of men.

Do but caft your eycs upon the Text, and read over the par-
ticulars,

1. They [eck God,] and not for a time only, ina ftorm, in trou-
bleyas many will do. Beleeve mee, they go turther. Tiey feck mee
daily. They had theix morning and evening Prayers.

2. They delight 10 know my wayes,

1. They knew the wayes of God.

2. They delighted to know his wayes; which is equivalent to
this; they did not only kwow the wayes of God, buc defired 10
know the wayes of God; and for ought I know, might have fome
kinde of delight in the knowledge of his wayes.

3+ Asa Nation that did Righteoufne[s, and for(ook not the ordi-
nances of their God] Thatis, tf you looked upon them, the
would {eem tobee as holy a people, as any I have in the World.
There is none who would judge otherwile of them by any out-
ward appearance, but that they were as holy, as fincere, as any in
the
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the World,  Though they were not « Nation that did R jghteonf-
nefs, yeuthey appcaredto bee fo: They were as a Nation, that
did R:'gércox[n?:-, not only as a Nation, who heard, who knew, who
fpake Rightcon[nefs; butas a Nation that did Rij bteoufnefs. They
appeared to the judgement of the World o bee asexadtas the
choiceft  Saints, which God had in the World,

4. They ask of God the Ordinances of Fuftice.] They defire and
pray that God would inform them in the wayes of Juftice; how
they fhould bee governed and ruledin the World- a people
which hath refpect to their covdl Laws and Government, preten-
ding to defive Gods Warrant, Gods Divection, Gods Rule in ali things;
As if they would do nothing, even in theix ciwi! ffairs, without
Gods fpectal Warrant and Direltion,

5. They take delight in approaching to God.] Thanwhich, how can
wee have an higher expreflion ¢ What ¢ do they approachto God ?
and daily approach to God, as you fee in the beginaing ¢ And do they
delighs 1n approaching 10 God ¢ do they delight sn hearing ¢ do they
delight in praying ? do they delight in approaching to God, in his or-
dinances ¢ Here was a ﬂupm‘{iom height, What can wee fay more2
how can wee go any higher # Here wee may ftand and tremble;
ftand and bee aftonithed; ftand and bee amazed. Zord, who is hee
that fhall bee faved !

May men do thus much, and yet fakl fhort of Heaven 2 what will
become of thee, that doff nothing » what will become of thee, thon
Drunkard 2 what will become 6% thee, thou Swearer* thou prophane
Perfon ? Worldling ¢ if it bee thus with the ﬁrrm Tree, what will be-
some of the dry Tree ? ifit_bee thus with them thac appear ro bee
good, what will become of them that appear ro bee evil ?

Thus you fee the affonifhing height, which yecan unfound [pirit
ma]y reachunto. How much may bee done by a man, and yetbee

wnfound here, and fall [hort of Heaven hereafier !
So that now I'fhall trouble you, but wich one Dorin. (And I
beleeve, before I have done it, it will rouble you.) And that fhall
bee from thie general, the wholebody of the Text together; and
itis his, ' .
Doé&. It :'fjo[si!:kfar aman, to do wuch in the wayes of Gods
even 10 abound in all ourward Performances, and yet bee falfe at
the heart; and yet have an unfound [pirit here, and mifs of Hea-
wen hercafier. :
‘This Dectrin you [ee the Text (peaks plainly. To this T will
adde but one Infance more, which may prove the whole Doéring
and that you have, < atth. 19. 16, to 23, Youread there of ones .
comming to Chrift. A young many a vich man, one; who had great Pof-
[fefsions,and a Ruler tov, as Luke cxprefleth it, Luk, 18, 18, All
which was vare. /1 young man 't 4 rich shan | 'a Ruler to come to Chrift) )
you {hall read there his bufinefs allo. "Hee came, nat to temspt bim, to Non animo

! g 2 i e = t i, fed
infnare bim, aothers did : buc to leartiand be inflracted by him, And ,‘;‘,ﬁ,‘“ﬂfi;c‘,,'-ﬁ,-,-
: the
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Quatcbarope-
ta, & Chrillus
aftendic inan-
dat.

the thing hee defires to bee nftructed il_l, is_notfamc [frivologs ;..
fling mattcr, which others came o Chrift wichall, But thae which
was the macter of hisinquivy, wasa matter of eternal concerimopg,
viz. 1What hee might do, that hee might bee faved s that hec wigh in-
berit cverlasting life. Herewas fomething here in chis. young
many Arich many a Ruler, to come 1o CLrtft with defire to bee inflru.
¢tedy haw e fhould come to ceermal life,

You fhall now hear Chriffs anfwer, ver(. 17.-- If thou wilt enter
mtw life, keep the Commandements, There was fome fpecial reafon,
why Chrsft makes him fuch an anfver ¢ forin Fob. 6, 28, 29,
Chrifl anfivers the fume queftion in another manner.

Bue chrifl did hiere confider the guality of the  Perfon, who de-
manded. Fee was a work-mongers and Chriff puts hun to working,
Chraft gave him Phyfick futable to his diflemper. Chrift puts him to
the Comanandements, that hee might convinee him, in thaty to
bec amperfedi, wheresin hee thoughthimfelt to bee perfect; and
would make that bis furl, which hee thought  to bec hus greareft
glory. :

Well,chrifl having put hum upon the Commaidements,the young
man demands, which of the Commandements; as if hee had (aid; ---
There is wone of them, but 1 have already dowe.

Chriff you fee puts him to the Azoral Law.  Seeing hee will
have Heaven and bee juffificd by arofes; Mofes fhall bee lus
Fudee, and there rehiearteth diverfe Precepts of the fecond Table.

The young man, you fec vakes anfiver wnverf. 20, -~ 4l thefe
shings have 1 kept from my yovthy what lack 1yer 2 Haft thow any more
1o command ¢ 15 there any more ta bee done?

This was now much, hee Gud, If wee may belecve him,

1. Heeobeyed, Hee wasnotonly one, who did know 1he Com-
mandements; bur one who kept the Commandements,

2. Hec obeyed wniverfally: not fome, but all, - - e Al thefe things
hawve I kept.]

3. Hee had obeyed conflantly. -~ All thefe things have I kept from
my youth.

nd fure there was much of truth in what hee faid, Toricis

“faid upon this -- Chrifl looked upon him, and lyved himyas Mark re-

lates, Mark 10, 21,

No queftion hee had obeyed the letter of the command: there
was none could dete@ him, but Chrift; however, hee failed in the
Sparit of the command.

Hee did not break them in the omward aition, though hee did
not keep them in the imvard affeltion.

And yer for all chis, thes man was wnfound, as hee difcovers himn-
{clt vo bec afterward - for all chis, thes aman fell fhort of Heaven,

And yetalas! How far dorh chis man excel a thoufund of s #

Sothat you fee, the putrn plainin the grofs, in the bulk, feil.
Thatit is pofsible for a man te Lo much in the wayes of Gadyand yet t0be

nnfound
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wifound ar heart = to abound in all outward Performances; and yet to
m;'ﬁ gf{{c,ﬂ)en in the end.

But wee’l come to clearit to you, in the Particulers, And wee
will follow this Method, in thele four Particilays,

t. Weewill clear it 10 you in diverfs inflances from the word, that it
P ng’::'bkfa to do.

2. Weewill (hew how this may fland both

1. With Gods ends.

2. With Satans ends.

3 With mans own endsy Todomuch, to abound in duty, and
et w0t 1o bee fincere.

3. weewill fhew you the grownds, whence it arifeth, that a corrupt
heart may abound in all outward Performances.

4. wee'l fhew you where the fault is; howit comes topafs; that all
this may bee done, and yet the hears fill vemain wnfound.

In which I (hall defive, thar they who are men and women of
tender fpiruts\would not prefently make conclufions agatnfl themfelves,
and by fodving, gratifie Sutan, difconrage their own fouls, grieve Gods
Spirits and wound andweaken themfelves in the wayes of Grace. Bue
hear all, (for I cannor fay afl at once) and then [pare not, but come
to conclufions with your felves,

T{hall defive (o to caft down the unfoundyas not toweaken the f;:cm.
And to bring inthofs that arewithoyts'3s not to caff down thofe thar
are within, So to help the one,as that wichall I hure not the other,

1. For the firft then, Wee will clear iv in fome particulars, chac
itis poffible for a man to do much, to go far in otitward performan-
ces of duty, and yer'to bee roteenat hedrr, &c. '

1. Itis poflible for aman to hearshewerd; nay, and - hear it of-
tew; nay,and abonnd in-hearing, time * after time, Sabbath afcer
Sabbath.  Nay, and yet more, 1o hear it with affeltion too, and yet
not tobee fincere, )

I.fT}Mt hee may hear the Word: This is plain, and nheeds no
proof. .

2. That hee may hear it ofteng abound in hearing,  This you fee
here inthe Text; and Ezck, 33, 31,32, where the people freguen-
ted to hear Ezekiel. ‘They did not only fometimes, but they hiard
him sften. They did abound in hearing. o

3, They may not only hear, and bear oftcn; but hear with affections.
Wee rcady of thefe four Affeétions, which were ftirved in” the Aea-
ring of the Word; and that in fuch, who were s7found.

1., The a{r}é?iana wonder, and -fﬂﬂ»‘fﬂ)mwﬂ, whichindeed is the
nover of all the affections, Mar. 7. 28, -- When the people heard
him, theyere aftonifled at his Doéfrin.. The like wee read, Mat. :
13.54. Mar. . 22. Mark. 11. 18, Luk. 4. 22. Al bave him
witnefs, and wondred at the gracions words which proceeded ont of his
mouth. -- All wondred, but ANl were oot favingly wrought spon,
Tha is the fift, ' il

2. They
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Of Hypocrify.

a. Theymay bear it with affetdons of fear and trembling,  Thus
you know Faelix heard Paul, Aét, 24.35.-- When Pawl preaed
of Temperance, and Righteon[nefs, and udgement 10 come, Vir! x
trembled, 1t ftruck dread and fear into his heare, It fec hmy op
trembling. .

3. They may bear the wordwith  affeitions of delight, and fome
kinde of leve. You feein the Text, -- ‘2’6:? did delight to know Gods
waies, and did delight in approaching to Gods And Ezck. 33.31, 32,
--Theycome and it before thee, am;j people.  They hear thy
words, and thow art 10 them as a very lovely fong. They hear thy words,
but they do them not. With their mouth they fhew much love, gm their
heart gocs after their vvetonfnefs, _

4. Theymay hear the word, with affection of Foy. Tt is fuid of
Herod, Mark 6. 20, That Herod feared and o&ﬁwm’ Johny and
when hee heard him, hee did many things, and heard him gladly, The
like you have, <Manh. 13. 20, -« The flony ground heard the word,
and anon with joy reccived it : yer wanting root in the time of Perfecu-
tion, they fell away. ‘

So you fee the firft particular cleared, A man may bear the word,
hee may hear it oftens abound in hearing : Hee way bear it with af-
fellions; and yet his heart may bee unﬁrmd.

2. A man may not only hcar, but praytoo, nay, and make mian)
prayers, abound in praying. Hee may pray in publick, pray in pri-
wate, pray in the Church, prayin his family, pray in his clofer, which
{aft commeth nearer to fincerity, And may make flrong cries; Hee
may praywith affetions, 1. e. .fuch affetions as fenfe ftirs ups bue
not {uch affections as Faith ftirs up; fuch affections asare raifed up
by fome prefent fling and fmars, fome trouble and preffure of con-
fesence; though not wich fuch affections as are raifed up by Faith,
quickned by Gods [antifying Spirit, A (fections of love and de-

iré.
s Nay, and they may joyn fafting to Prayer: nay, further, adde
mourning to fafting. And yet their hearts may bee wfound.

I cannot {tand to clearall the Particulars, The main 1 thall make
to appear to you, in twoor three places.

Read Ifa. 1. 15, -- When yos j?[:varb forth your hands, 1will hide
wmine eyes from yous; yea, when you make many prayers s when you mul-
tiply prayer 5 adde prayer r?m er, as the word imports. -- et I'will
wot heary your hands are fu gf’&faod;l, €. you are wuregenerate, you
are uufoundin your fpirits,

Sothat you feea great deal cleared in this, A man may pray;
abonid in prayings maltiply prayers, @¢. Andyet bee wnfound.

And you may joyn fafting to tpm}rr-, as you fee in theinexe verle
tomy Text, and inthe example of the Scribes and Pharifees, who
prayed ofteny and fafted often, 5 &

And youmay joyn mourning 1o fafling, Lach, 7.5, -- When
you fafted and monrned in the fifth month, even thefe feventy yr:x}

(]



Of Hypocrify.

didyos at all faft to mee 2 cven to mee? They erved thomfclves,

sot God inthacaction all thofe fewenty years together, Hof, 7. 14,

- and they haive not cryed to mee with theiy hearsswhen they howled up-

on their bedsy they affemble themfelves for Corn and Wines (that’s the

ground of theiv fafting and howling.) For they rebel againft mee.
‘That's the fecond Particular,

3. A man may [eenm 10 bee humbled, 10 mourn and weep for fin: and
yet bee unfound. A mancannot mourn for fin, as fin, but his heare
35 fincere < butaman may feem to monrn fw;{ﬁn, and yet his heare
not bee fincere, Hee may mourn for fin clad with weath : for fin cloa.
thed with Judgement and Difpleafure:  for fin, asit fusels of Hell,
Fire, and Brimftone: for fin, a5t appears in its dooms-day aitire. So
did Ahab, o Judas.

There are Crocodile-tears, There ave fulfe tears, as well asfalfe
prayers.  As abroken heart doth not ever exprefle it {el¢ in tears -
So tears are not ever the expreflion of abroken heart.

There are

Y. Lachryms Indignationss, tcars of Anger; as was Efans,

3, Lachryme Defperationss, tears of Defperations fuch as of the
damned in Hell,

3. Lachryma Compafsionis, tcars of Compafsion; fuch as were
Chrifts tor Feerufalem.

, 4. Lachryme Compunitionss, tears of godly forrow and Compune
ction.

Such tears they may cxprefle as fenfe and fmart ftirs up; but not
{fuchas Faith and Love do raife up in the foul,

o A man may feem 10 do muchs walk inmany wayes of duty; go
far in the outward fhew of obedience the letter of command: and yet his
fpiric bee unfound.

A manmay do fomuch, {pinathread {o finely, as they, who
;]w,ve the molt difcerning [pirit, are notable ro dutedt and difeover

im,

Hee may deceive the men of theworld; hee may deccive the
Saints; deceive the Devil; hee may deceive bimfelf.

Weeread of Zenxes the Painter, Hee drew Grapes fotothe life,
that hee deceived the Birdsy they would come flying to them, as thowgh
they bad been real Grapes,

Dedalus, hee made an Image by art, chat moved of it felf 5 info-
much that men beleeved it had been alive,

But Pigmalion made an Tmage (o lively,that hee deccived himfelf,
and taking the Picture for a Perfon, fell in love with his own Pitture.

So there awe fome, who can fpinfo fine a thread, limb out che
picture of godline(s fo to the life; that not only the men of the
World, but even the Saints, whoare of moft difcerning fpirits 5
nay, and themfelves may bee deceived and deluded,

5o A man may caft up his vomit, difgorge himtelt of all his for-
mer wayes, his old lufts and fins; hee may bee wafled, chac is,

Nn ontwardly



1. Fx timore
mali alicujus.
2, Bx radio.

3. Examorc
malialicujus
oppeliti.

4. Ex dehcien-
tia wrganorum,

“'5,,1,1.;,;‘5{?] reformed 1u cvery things hee may leave many fins, and yer

bee wnfonnd.
You fee chis plaim, in2 Per. 2,20, 21,22, And thereis nothillg
more plain, thanthataman any leawe fin, and yet not hate fin,
Hee may leave fin either
1. Out :;ffmr of'.«.'ui/,
2, Out of wearine(s of it
3. Outof love of fome comrary fin.
4 Out of want of fis instyument and means, 1o compafs hic
in.

6. u{ pan wy accompanic f.u'mﬂ'{f with :}:f."h'f-;v!e of God, Saul
iy bee among the Prophets : Judas, Demas, Simon-Magus, anwng
the Difciples aud Apoftes. A manmiy geron Shecps-cloathing, ac-
company, goin and out with the Sheeps bec folded with the Sheep;
and yet bee no beteer than a Rawvenons Wolf.

"There are Tares as well as Whear in Gods Field; there is Chaff as
well as cornin Gods Yloar; bad Fithes as wellas good in Gods
nct. And enfound as wellas found Gofp< lers in the Church of God.

7. Nay, A man may not oul_y\;a_’u, but fufer 100, and yet bee
nnfosnd, ~ Heemay fufer in his Gopds, Hee may fuffer in his Good-
mame, Hee may beenicknumed as others are, hee may fuffer in his
Body: Ancwil heart may fuffer in a good canfe. Every one that bea-
reth chrifts Crofs upon tis fhoulders, doth not confequently bear
him inhisheart, Wolves may fuffer. in Sheeps-cloathing. Sut-
fevings may overtake them, thachave nothing but the cloak of
profeflion.” As Fehofbaphas was taken for «Aahab: So may an A-
hab bee taken for a Jehofhaphat, Times may come, that it may
coft a man as dearly for wearing the Livery of Chrift, as for wea-
ving Chrift himfelf : for unfound profeflion of Chrift, asfor the
{incere, _

To fumme vp all, Though an unfound [piric bee not able to do
any thing, which 1s ffearial to a Chriftian, as 2 Chriftian:
Though hee cannot doany of thofe works whichare good propter
fieri, invegard of the acts the goodnels whereot doth adhere in-
winfecally, and cleave tothe thing done: as to Love God, fear
God, trufl 1 Ged: Yetall thefe works, the goadne(s whereof doth
more confift in the A anner, than inthe Matrer, or thing done, viz.
to pray, read, bear, ¢re. Inall thele cthey may abound,

And this feems to bee implied in the apyftles phrafe, 2 Tim, 3.
5= Having a form of gedlinefs, yet denying the power : From: [wch
turn away. Where, by the form of godline[s\which the Apoftle granes
they may haves there are two things which are implied.

x. That nonnfonnd [pivst hath any thing in it, which ss effential to 1
Chriftian, as a Chiaftian, or which makes a Chiftian, a Christian.
As a Formand Picture hath nothing inic, which is de Effentic Homi-
nis : wothing Which is effentsal 1o aman.  Theve is no~ Reafor, »o
Underflanding, no Lifeinit: Soan Hypecrite, hee  hach nothing

thac



which doth conftitute and make a Chriftian a Chriftian.

Aswee {ay of Gody Hec hath his communicable and incommun:-
cable Artributes, fomething which isin himfelf only, as his Infinit-
nefs, his Ommiprefence, &e. and fomething wheteof there is a Re-
femblance, fome foocftepsin the Creatures - fo the Saints, they
have fomething which is communicable; fomething whereof there
is fome refemblance in others, and which others do as well as chey
though not in the fame Manner. And there is {omething incons-
municable to any but to Saints; fuch thingsas are proper and Pecy.
liar to the Sarnts  only. And they are fuch chings asare Effenti-
alvoa Christian,asa Chriftian.  And thatis the firft chingimpli-
ed in the word [_'_.Farm.] p

2. A fecond thing, which is implied in it is, hat 1 falfe Pro-
feffor may have acompleat Refemblance of a Chriftian in” all thofe
things,which are not eflential to a Chriftian, asa Chriftian. Hee
may have a form of gedline(s]) that is, all the outward lineaments of
godlinefs: Hee may bee acompleat Picture of a Chriftian from rop
to toe; in every member, every limb, every duty for the outwards
ofic. Thisis implied in the word (Form,) L

As a Pitture, if 1t were not perfect in every limb, if there wan-
ted any member, as an Hand, ‘an' Eye, nay buea Ringer, it coyld
not bee {aid tobee a compleat Picturé:' 1035 it here. 1f there beed
want inany thing, even in the leaft duty, -for the Wurivard pare of
Religon; ifhee dorot all for the' EXstbnals; whicha Chriffian
doth; hee canitot bee faid to bee « compleat Form, '8 'compleat - Pics
ture of aqoa’!y man. And therefofe thefe two things ‘are implied in
theword (Form.) . , ) @8
x. That no Hypecrite hath any thing in bims_¢fJential 1o 4 Chrifli-
any no nore than a Picture, that which is effential to a man, * -

2. Thas there is a complear Refemblance of & Chriftian in all the ont-
ward lineaments of Godlinefs. ' : b

Hee may bee able to, do all the outwards': every duty for the ex-
ternals, which lies within the latitude and compafs of a Chriftians
walking with God. : ;

Thus the firft thing is cleared to you. Now wee come to the
{econd thing propounded., o T

2. Hoiw 1t may [fand with
1. Gods ends.
2. Saitans ends, i
3, A mans own cnds, toaboundin duty, and yet not bee
incere ¢ : : £
B 1. It may fland with Gods ends, both :
L. Towards the Good; and they are merciful ends,
3. Tewards the Bady and they are partly merciful, and parsly
Judicial, _ : :
1. 1t may ftand with Gods ends towards the good,and thofe are mertiful
Nna2 ends

i

that is Effential toa Chriftian, asa Chriftian. Hee hath norﬁing o
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ends. That God may fervehis own Glory by them, for the brsng.
ing in, and buslding up of the godly. '

God makes ufe of the parts and abilicies of fome, whofe perfons
hee will not own, for the advancement of the work of grace, in the
hearts of his people.

The Raven was an snclean Creature under the Law:  yet God
made ufc of the Rawen, tobring fcfhand food to Zlijah, Though
the Ravenwas not good meas, yet it was good meat which the Rq-
ven brought.

So God doth oftentimes make ufe of fuch, who are in them-
(elves wnclean, for the feeding and nourifhing of his people. The
food may bee good; though the perfon thac brings it may bee
naught,

'%his is that Chrift told the people, Matth, 23. 2, 3. The Scribes
and Pharifees, they fit in Moles chasr : and thercfore  whatewer they
bid yow obferve, that ébferve anddo: bus do yee mot afier their works:
forthey Jays butdo not. Asif Chrift had {aid. Theyare fet up, and
furnifbed with abilitics, to do you goods though they are naught them-
felves : Therefore let their Doctrin build you.up, ﬁr it isof God: and
let not their prattice throw you dows, for thas s of the Devil, and
them(elves. .

The Pearlin the Toads head may bee ufe‘ful ‘and good, thongh
the Body bee poifon, And the abilities of fuch men may bee fer-
viceable toyou, though their. perfons bee unclean,

Thus may it ftand with Gods ends toward the o0d, that corrupt
bear:.;{hm!d abound in all the wayes of duty, And thisis one end, for
the advancement of the work of Grace, in the hearts of his peo-

le.
F Though this bee not their aim; though it bee not their end; yet
itis Godsend, They have theirs, and God hath his end.

Asit is (aid of the Ring of Aflyriay Ifa. 10.5, 6,7.God ufed him
for a rodand fcourge to punifh his pcople. God had his end,
and hee had his, It was Gods end, that hee fhould (poil and punifh
them for their fin: buthis, to inrich himfelf by the fpoil; as the
Texttellsus. Howbeit, Though I fend him, to punifh them for
their {fm (faith God) yer heey the King of Aflyxia, meancth not fo,
nor doth his beart think fo: it s in his heart tocut off, and deftroy Na-
sions, not a few,  Though hee ferved his own ends, yet Gods end
went forward alfo, '

Thelike of Fehn, hee ferved his own ends, in the deftrution
of ‘Abubs houfe. Thoughhee cryesout, Come fec my Zeal forthe
Lord. However Gods ends were brought about alfo, in the ruine
of Ahabs pofterity, as hee had threatned. g

Sohere. Though it bee not the end of corrupt hearts, in the
doing of holy acions, Prayer, Preaching, Exhortation, &'c. tobring
God any Glory, todo good to others: they have their own ends.
Yet ftill Gods work goes forward in-it. God hath his ends, a}ri

- we
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well as they theirs. God gets Glory, aswell as they credit. God
makes fin, the Devil himfelf, 1o ferve his Glory. Otherwile hee
would not fuffer nox Devil, nor Sin, tobecin’ the World, So
that hee makes them, inaiming at chemfelves, to briog about his
Glory.

Asy an snﬁ:ma?‘birir doth ferve his turn of God : fo God again
ferves his turn of them s hee is even with them,

God oftentimes ufeth {uch to bee inftruments to do others
good, who arebad themnfelves: to work upon others, though
they themfelves remain unwrougheupon : tobeea Bridge to help
others over,

To hold out the Lanthorne to others, and goin the dark them-
felves. As it often fareth with them, who hold the Zanthornes
they go mott inthe dark themfelves, they ferve others, dire¢t and
guide others in the night with their iighr, not themfelves. Soif
God do not bring light into their hearts - there are none, who are
more in darknefs, than fuchas hold our the light to others:
}’C t - :

er himfelf is never the better for : another, warmth by that prayer,
whereby hee himfelf that prayes, is never the hotter, And'fo in
the reft,- And therefore it may ftand with Gods’ ends, that cor-
yupt hearts fronld abound in dutics, - !

2. God [uffers corrupt bearts to abound in ditties, to yanintain an Smg
jealonfy andwascbflnefs in the hearts of bis own  pesple, Why ' (wi
they reafon) if menmay do thus much, and yetbee unfound; whac
need have wee then to bee jealous over our own hearts, watchfal
over our {pirits in the midft of our performances ¢ L

Oh ! this will make aman jealous of himfelf, witha godly jea-
loufie: not to truft coo much to himfelf, when hee’s at beft; when
hee doth moft abound in duties. And this holy jealoufie is of
fpecial ule to keep us humble, to make us watchtul, exact in our
wayes, to fenfe our hearts againft Hypocrifie. It was never known
thac a jealoss heart was 2 falfe heart.  An holy jealoufie overa

mans {pirit was never accompanied with an unfound (pirit.

3. A third End, Itis, tomake us fee there is fomething in duty,
more than duty, which [ets a value_npon dr:'rrg:-) and makes it of worth,

If all were found, whodid duty, wee fhould theo think dusy it
[elf-to bee all, “whercas now it makes vs look after fomething e(I'e,
above a’rity. ‘

This will make 2 man look to the Mammer, as- well as ¢
the Lararrer, when wee fee the Marrer is nothing worth, withode
the right (Aanner do accompany it. o w _

This will forcea mans heart above duty, God nevet made Dg-

ty the end of Duty.  1fall were found that did Duty, wee fhould reft
upona bare prr[gmmna of Duty, and logk no higher,
bfé iﬂmm" in Dikty, and

yes

But now, feeing it is poffible for a man to 4

Another may receive good, by that Sermon, which the Préa'cﬁ- :



yet bee unfounds this will force a mans hearc above the Dary.

4. To tellus, that theye are other things to bee done of a €hristian
than maerly to pray, hear, ¢re. '

1t aman may do ally and fink into Hell, when hee hath done;
then (ure there is more required of thole that muft bee [faved.

A Religion doth not lye ina few Prayers, Hearing of Sermons.
‘Though this wuft bee done, they have not fomuch as"a fhew of
good nefs, whoneglet thefe: yetchereare other things cobee
done too, if ever wee would comc so Heaven.

5. God fuffers corrupt hearts to abound in duty, 10 make his pe-
plemore (ollicitons after furcr, more flable,and provang cvidences,than
thele are.

1t thefe anchors thould alwayes hold, men would never labour
to cuft out beeter. It all, that diddutie, nay, that did abound in
duty had been found, wee thould never have {oughe out for bereer
evidences chan chele are,

Whereas, this being difcovered, thac a wman way abound in duty,
and yet for all this bee unfound: - this will make aman to look ouc
for better cvidences,

A man that is bent for Heaven indeed, will never {uffer his foul
toreft, till hee hath goteen fome fuch evidences,as ave incompasible
toa man out of Cbr;'ﬂ. ,

Why, will hee fay, May aman bhear, and k?a to Icell 7 ﬁfm)‘, and
perifb 2 do duty, andyet bee dammed at lafl 2 Thewr thefe are not fyff-
cient bottomies for meey 1o build the weight of my everlafling foul upon.
T muft either get abetter bottome, [urcr evidences thau !ic ¢, or Doth
2 and my prayers may [ink together at laff,

Whatever another man may do, or bave, and yet bee unfound,
will not bee {ufficicut to him, 1o elear, that bee dong, or having that,
is found. '

. And this now fires them out of their formalitics; mukes them
look out for fuch evidences as do accompany falvations As the
Apoftle faith, Heb. 6.9,
2. Asitmay ftand with Gods ends to the good: fo it may ftand
with Gods ends to the bad.
1. His Merciful ends.
2. His Jndicsal ends,
 His Merciful  ends, to bring in thofe who belong to the Ele-
_étion of Grace: making them often ferviceable co thefe pur-
pofes,

His Judicial ends, towards fuch as are Cafl-awayes; and chat for
the further ftrengthening of the prejudice, and rooted dif-
like, that wicked men have againft che wayes of Gods
~ Why, will wicked men fay¢ others, who have beenas forward
in profeffion, as great Prayers, and as great Mearers as you ave, they
have proved ynfound, difcovered themfelves to bee Hypocrites, and
foare you, and all che reft of you, _

And




Aund thus you fecic curns to chem, as an occafion of offence,
aud further firengthening of their diflike of the wayes and people
of God.  Men, whole hearts ave fer againgt the wayes of God,
Mhall bee fainithe wich macter enough to bring them  into further
diflike daily.

Ityou defire to have arguments againft Godswayes, you fhall
have enough of them to your coft.  You fhall bee furniihe witls
them; but to your further hardening. If you will keep a rooted
dflike of the wayes of God, you fhall finde enough in the World
wnowrithit.  TFyoubee willing to bee offended, you fhall have
offences enough to your furcher hardening.  If you bee willing to
ftumble at the wayes of God, you fhall have ftumbling ftones c-
nough,

chreft himfelf, who was the Corner Slone, Eledt, Precions; yet
twthe Difobedicnt hee was a flone of fumbling. and avock of offence. A
flone as well tor the Fall, as for the rifing of manyin liacl, 1 Pet.
2.8, Ifa. 8. 14, Rom. 9. 33¢ Lk, 2. 344

Men that ave willing to take offences, fhall have them. Thofe
who will bee blinde, Mall bee blinded. They, who will bee hard-
ned, fhall have hardening enough.  If the Word do not teach you,
works do blinde you. 1f the Word do not fofren you, works do harden
you. 1Eyou flumble at the Word, you will fall ar works,

Indeed, Men firft ftumble at che word, before they ftumble ac
works : They tirlt take offence at dutiés the Word commands, and
then ftrengthen chat offeace, by the failings of thofe, who walk
in thofe wayes: : '

Works do but ftrengthen your diflike of things in the werd.
The failings of perfons, thar walk inthis way, dobut further
ftrengthen your diflike of the things commanded inthe Wword.
This the Apgftie thews, 1 Pes. 2. 8. Chrift was a tone of /hamé!b{g.
Put to whom ¢ why to thofe, who ffumbled at the Word fixft, At
ter they have flumbled at the Word, then they flumble at Chrift. So
when you have ffumbled, and taken offence againt thefe duties,
whicl the word commands; no marvel if you ffumble here; and by
the tailings of thofe, who walk in the way of life, gather arga-
nents to {krengthen your diflike of the way it felf,

This is thy Ipiric; though thou (ee¢itnot.  Thy heart is oppo-
fite to the wayes of God, praying, hearing, fafting; and thou fur-
aitheft thy (eIt wich inftances of fome, who have proved unfound
mehe way, that fo thon mayeft ftrengthen chy beart mare with
AHlike agamid ic, ‘ '

And thus it proves an occafion of further blinding, of further
rdemng to thee,

Thes youlee the fivfk, How it may fland with Gods cads, 1har cor -
repe hearts ﬂ;dﬂ{d abonnd in dut Y.

"2, It may ftand alfo with Satans ends.

1. It may [Fand with Satans ends, towards the good.

B



T It m.ry_{fum! with Satans cnds, towards the World,

3. Jtmay fland with Satans ends, towards thonfelves.

1. 1t may fland with Satans ends, 1owards the good; and therctore
hee will not difturb thele men in cheir way, but lets them 20
on,

1. Herchy Satan doth labowr 10 canfe Gods People tothrew off the
worky to defift in their way. Why, will Satan fay, whac do you
macerate and aflic your felves in a way, wherein is no more
good? What can you do more than others have done¢ They
have prayed, and they have prayed often, and made many
Prayers. They have weard, and heard often; yea and heard
with affetion, with fear, with joy, and delighr, &c. They have
fafted, and have joyned mourning with fatting,  They have for-
faken their evil wayes, wheren they have formerly walked
and have entred upon Gods wayes, joyned themfelves to the
Ordinances, o the Peopleof Ged.  And yet, for all this, thefe
people have come 1o nonght.  For all thisy ther bhearts were unfonnd
here, andthey have persfhed after all, And therefore (will Satan fay)
Ifaman may pray, and perifh; do duties, and bee damneds hear,
and get to Hellaclaflt; why doft chou chen chus wouble thy
felfy and aftlict chy felfin tﬁisway': Thou feeft there is no hope
of doing good in it. And therefore, why wile thou abridge
thy felf of thofe pleafures, thofe comforts, which others have
in the World ¢ why wile thou go on o macerateand affli& chy
felf in thefe wayes 2 were icnot better for thee to throw of all,
and betake thy frvff to the World, soprofits, to pleafures, and injoy shy
hearts content as well as others ¢

Thus you fee Satanis furnifht with a dangerons argument againft
Gods People, which hee could not have had, if unfound hearts did
#ot abeund in duty, @'c. .

2. Ifhee cannot prevail with Gods People hereby, rothrowg
the work; but that notwithftanding all this; they are refolved 1
prays though they perifly 1o beleeve, to obey, though God [hould never
yeward their obedience, yet hee hatha fecond End.

Hee labours to difeonrage Gods Peaple }u'rda)' inthe work, and to
make them drive heawrly in their way to Heaven,  Satan knows
fullwell, thac if their heart bee difconraged in the work, their hands
will bee weakened for the work. And theretore hee labours, by fuch
prefidentsas thefe are, who have done fo much in the wayes of
God, and yetare wnfound; to make mea fit down difcosraged, and de-
Spair of ever doing good in thefe wayes.

W hy, will Satan fay, How canft thou do more, than fuchand
fuch have done 2 Canfl thou pray more Prayers 2 hear more Sermonst
domore Duties ? keep more Dayes ¢ ingage thy felf mure decply in
the Caufe of God, than others have done ¢ who have yet come to nought.

It may bee hee’l tell thee. Thou art weak, thou wanceft thofe
parts, thofe abilities, thac ftrength, thac power to do ¢od that

fervices
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<€ feyrvice, which others have done. And therefore ¢ne catt offall,
“orelle a‘c’{.(dfr of ever doing good, in this way, wherein others
“« have outftript thee; and yet were safonnd.

Thus doth Sataninake ufe of chis argument, if not to prevail
with men; tocaft off the work, yet so difcourage them in the work, And
therefore it may {tand wich his ends, that unfound hearts may thus
abound in performance of duties.

3+ A third end which Sacan hach cowards the godly, is, thac if
hee cannot prevail to make Gods people chrow of-% the work; nor
yet dilconrage them in the work; yet hee labours by thefe men fo
feandalize the godly, to bring evil reports upon all that walk in the way

of life, '

fIE‘;s Satans defire to make the Perfons that walk inthe way of

life, and the way of life it felf as odious as hee can, in the eyes of
the World. And thisis one way; whereby hee labours to bring it-
about, and findes fuccefsful in the hearts of many : cven the fai-
lings jf fuch as have made profe[sion of the Truth,

Indeed the Canfeof God, and the Pesple of God have fuffered
much chereby,

You kiiow how wicked men argue.

v. Either from Particulars te Generals : from the fdilin%s of fome,
they fall to eenfuring of all. There is one (fay they) who hath made
profefsion, and hath proved naught. Thereforc all ave fo: all alike:
nene bester than ather,

Which yetis an wncharitable and falfe reafoning. 1f the Saints
fhould argue fo of you : There was onc unregencrate man a Murde-
rer, aTrastor, & Theef : Therefore all that are wnregenerate are Train
tors, Murderers, Theeves : youwould think this to bee uncharitable
and falfe reafoning. Yet yours is the fame. '

2. Orfecondly, Bythe failing of the Perfon, they take up argu-
ments to charge and condemn the Canfe : not only  Profeffors, but
Profefsion it fz{f; cafting filch and dirc upon the pure face of keligi-
on, and the wayes of Goc hereby,

And Satan knows well enough, that the Caufe of Godloofeth
maore by one mans unfowndnefs, than it can gain and ~ recover again
by the ﬁnceri[ty of many, It loofeth morein the bearts of wicked

men, by the falls of fome, than it can gain again by the ftanding of
thoufands,

Davids fall, though hee rofe again, cauled Religion, and the
Wayes of God to bee blafphemed by wicked men. It opened the
mouths of wicked mento blafpheme the wayesof Gods as the
Prophet told him,

And indeed, God was more difhonoured by Davids sinclean-
mefs, thanheewas by all the filth of Sodome. And therefore
feeing Satan gets fuch advantage both againft the Perfons, and a-
gainft the (laufe of God, by the ”nﬁmm/% of men, that walk inthe
Wayes of God : therefore may it ftand with Satans ends to fuffer

Oo : wnfonnd
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xmfamd hearts, to abound 11 duty, without _dlihlrbing ot them, And
as it may ftand wich Satans ends, in refpect of the godly; So

2. Itmay fland with his Ends, in refpect of rifg world,

1. Tokeep them off, from entring upon the way'of life.

Men will bee affraid to ingage themf{elves in fuch a way,wherein
there ftand up fuch fad Prefidents, as thefeare, It men may do
much, and yee fall off, bee unfound, and fall fhore of Heavenat
laft, chis will difcourage and dif-hearten them, from comming in,

Men are naturally aftraid, when chey are to run hazards and
dangers : 10 take a greav deal of pains in fuch a way, whereinthere
are lo many hazards and dangers to bee run,

2. Toftrengthenthe prejudice of wicked men againgl the wayes and
me’[r of God.

Wicked men are natwrally prejudiced again@t the wayes and
people of God.  They think them all to bee no better thano-
thers, however they make afhew to bee better. And when they fee
this prejudice of theirs confirmed by the example of any one, who
hath walked in the way, and yet harh been unfound : Ths is a
matter laid up tor ever, here they Augee themfelves, and rejoyce
in fuch an example: and fo their prejudice againit Ghds wayes and
people is hereby more ftrengthened.

3. A third End, which Satan hath towards wicked men, is, here-
by 1o harden them, and confirm and ftrengthen them in 4 way of fint.

When they fee no becter fruit of fo much praying, hearing, €'
‘They are hardencd in their way of fin, and perfwaded to go off in
their old way, their common road ftill, B

‘T'hus you fee, how it may ftand with Satans ends towards the
goed, and towards the bud. i

3. Now thirdly, How st may fand with Satans cnds towards them-
[elves, that shus abound in duty, and yet arc sunfound.

1. Toaggravate their condemnation. Such mens fins they are
great. Daty doubles fin. A dutyupon thehead of a fix makes fin
exceeding hainous,  Andas the fin, {0 the condemnation is aggra-
vated hereby.

The durkeft and horteft places in Hell, are referved for fuch,
whole hearts are wnfound in the wayes of Ged.  Such would with
to change places with Twrks and Heathensy all their duties are but
fo much fuel tomake the fire of Hel the hotter for thepm.

By how much fuch men are lifted up higher than others in ap-
pearance; by fo much they fhall bee thrown downlower than o-
thers in cruth and reality of torments,

2. Becaufe fuch menare furcft his, of any, npon two grosnds.

1. If hee fland 15 that condution, hee thinks hee isiure enough
his. What can rob him of fuch aman 2 can Prayer ? can Hearing?
Indeed thele might deprive him ot others: but this man he dares
truft amy where, wpon any duty : Hee dares venture him any where :
Hee knows his heart is Prayer-Proof, Scrmon-Proof. All thefe are

not ftrong enough to take him away from him, In-
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Indeed, hee’s affiaid of others, though never lo wicked. Hee
fears hee may loofe him at-every Sermon, hee may bee robbed of
him, atcvery prayer: And therefore labours all hee can to keep
fuch men oft from the work., -

But now thisman hee dares adventure to the moft powerfull
and prevailing ordinances : Hee hath long experience, his heart
hath ftood firm cohiminall, = : _

Though fometimes hee hath had fome ftings and troubles of
confciénce, as certainly it fares often  with unfound hearts,. who
have toido with duties: "yet hee can let him alone; hee knows hee
will come to his old cemper, and return to himfelt again,

As hot water will return toits own coldnefs, becaule there s a
qu:]i}yinir, which refifts hear, and inclinesto cold: foif ac any
time {uch a man bee troubled, Satan will let him along, hee knows
there is a Principle in him,-whichwill caufe him to return tohis
wonted temper. - :

2, Ifhee fall, hee thinks him {ure ertough his; el

. Such mens falls are for the moft part delperate .and untecove-
rable. You know, the greater :hc.Eeight, from which a man falls,
the more defperate and irrecoverable 1s his fall. o

Now there can bee no greater an  height in the World, from
which to fall, than foraman tofall from the Hills of duty, the
Mountains of Prayery the top of profeffion, This may -prove the
irrecoverable downfal, . Lo ' o -

All thy Duty, all thy . Prayers; if thy heart beeunfound, are hue
fomething laicfin, to make that fin; \AYl whefe  do but ripen and
prepare for, and nimble thee, to-commitshat fin,if thy heart-bee un-
found in them, - T i

But if the fall bee not defperate, yet it is dangerous: though
not irrecoverable, yet hard to bee recovered. L

There are many and fearful aggravations of your {ins, all which
Satan now ufeth, and (ecs on wich all his might, to bring you to
defpair.  And great s the hazard, hard is the recovery. -~ - -

It hath been often known, a fincere heart hath recovered and got-
ten grownd and firength by his fall. But feldomecr never that a»
unfound heart got up again afier his Fally. never came to his heights,
but rather wallows in mifchief. David fell and recovered, but
Fudas fel), and rofe no more. : s -

But however, the hazard is gieat, inregard there are {o many
feartul aggravations of fin, =

Their fins are fins againdt Knowledge, Light, lllumination, which
puts much weight to fin .

Sins of ignorance  plead for a pardon, though great. Whit
greater than the killing of Cbrgi‘ s [yet =~ Father forgive shem, for
they know not what they do? But fins againft Knowledge do exceed-
ingly aggravate fin, and makes fin exceeding finful. ;

There is more fin, more guilt formerly. confidered; ini 2 {fi'ﬂli
Qo 2 fu
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fuk thought agamit Knowledge, than there is in an open grofs fin of

Ignorance, Whysitheir fins are {ins againft Knowledge, againft Con-
{cience againit Profeflion, Practice, Prayers, Duties; and therefore
sreat.

All their Duties and Prayers thac  they have done fhould bee
now comforts; but they are burdens, becaufe they are done with
.-mfwmd heartsy and they come-in as {o many aggravations of fin
againft chem.

Whilft 2 man holds up his head in the World, though hee bee
bue poor, it may bee his Creditors will lec hiin alone;  but if once
aman bee arrefted, every one then comes with his action upon
him 5 may bee, thole hee thoughe his beft friends, come then,
and lay greateft burdens upon him,

Wﬁilﬁ an unfound man walks in way of duty, and doth not fall
into the commiffion of fome grofle fingfo long it may bee, hee
hach quiet. Satan, Confcience, nothing troubles him. But when
once hee is down, thenall comes upon him: nay his very Duties
themfelves (which hee thought to have moft good from, and to
bee his beft friends) they come in too, to lay more weight, more
guilt, more burdenon him. Every Prayer, every Duty, which
fiee hath done with an unfound heare, isnow a burden, a weight,
upon his fpirics yea, and weighes heavier than all the reft.

Here s frduZl'e out of expe&ted comforr, which is the greateft
‘trouble.  And take this with you, and remember it.

Whatewer youdoin the wayes of God, if comfort flow nst from ir,
tronble will one day rife ow oflér, If it bee not a boctome for Fasth,
Satan will ufeitas anargument for Defpair, when time ferves, I
fay, that duty that is done, and cannot minifter comfort, by the
fincerity of the heart;in doing of it, will one day create difcourage-
ment, and ftrengchen Defpair. Defpasr arifeth from chac, where
comfort fhould, but doth nor arife,

But I am too long nponthis.  Thisisthe fecond ground, why
Satan doth not difturb fuch men,

3. It may ftand yet further wich Satans ends; and cherefore hee
doth not difturb them; becaufe hee hopes o have fome furcher
good of them another day. Hee knows full well, that they, who
will ferve God for their own ends, will fexve the Devil for their own
ends toozwhen hee once out-bids God,and exceeds him in his ten-
ders, Itisanealy thingtomake him the Devils Pricft, who is,
M ammons Chaplain, Y ou fee Demas, hee was unfound, ferved
God for By-ends, for worldly refpeéts.  And the Devil doth but
ont-bid God, tender more for his fervice; and hee prefently forfakes
God, and cleaves tothe World, Hee forfook the Faith of Chriff,
and turned to bee an /dol- Prieft at  Theffalonica, as Dorothens re-
portsof him.

This isa fure Rule. Hee who ferves God for the World, will
ferve the Dewil for the World, Hee who ferves God for litrle,f will
erve
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ferve the Devil for morey heée will eafily bee broughe upon high
et tenders, to change his Mafter,

I fay, men, that have no minde to the #vork, nor love to the
Mafter, but the eye is only to the m‘fﬂs fuch men will quickly bee
drawn upon gredter offers, to forlake their <atafter | and'their
Work too, and to joyn themifelves toany, where better wages may
bek tound. '

And you muft know.  There are nomen, whofe fervice the Dewil
doth more defire, than the fervice of fuch, whohave made  profefsion.
And that upon diverfe reafons.

1. Heeknows, Theywill bee the _{m{h and moft trufty fervants to
him of any.  Noneare imore trufty fouldiers, than fuch, who have
forfaken the colours of the Lord, and fled over to the Tenrs of Sa-
tah. ~ Such men hee never fears to loofe again: their Ears are boa-
red, in coken of eternal fubjection to this black Prince of dark-
nejss

{As wee {ay of the dngels. If once they tarny they never return.
There isnb poiﬁbilitﬁ of their repenting, And thisis one ground;
becaufe their will hath finned againft fuch excellent, clear and e-
minene light, that they can never return again; if all that light
would not keep their jc{' perate hearts from finning, it fhall never
prevail with them for returning, when once they have finned, And
God will niever give a fuller, a greater light; dnd therefore they
muft needs bee fixt in their condition of tgm.

So I may fay of thefe in fome degiee. They have finned a-
gainft (o clear ight, fuch manifelt evidence, thatif the fﬂfﬁ,i{;ﬂ
milfully: Hardly do they returnagain, Itis no more buc whae
the #poftle faith, in that {ixth and tenth tothe Hebrews. And there-
fore thefe muft needs bee trufty fervants to the Dewil, they are
fure his, .

They are his by choice,  And none furer his, than they,whoare
his by choice.  Now fuch men, they have chofen him; 1y and not
only chofen him, buc they have chofen him upon experience and
difltke of their former Mafter,

If indeed a man fhould have chofen Satart, before ever hee had
tryed God, then were there fome hopes that his mind mighe bee al-
tered, hee might repent of his choice, Buc when a man hath had a
1ryal of Gody and upon experience and diflike of God, and his wayes,
chufeth Satan and the world; thele are fure,

Befides, thefe men have [old themfelves over 20 Satan. Now
none are more {ure his, than they, who fell themfelves over 2
him,

Indeed, wee are all fold in A dam, as the Apoftle Gaith. -~ fold e
fin,  Butnow when aman fhall come, and not only ratifie the
bargain, but make a gew fale of bimfelf; Thismanis ére his, Tcis
not {fo much whac the Farker hath done, but when the S0z comes

10 age, and thall ratifie whae the Father hath done, and make 4 i
' La €
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Sale - Nay, Sacan doth not only know they ave fure basy but bice
knows they will bee moft ufefull Infiruments for bimy, and by thefe
things arc they ftrengchened and prepared tor his fervice : and
theretore hee will not difturb them,  Hee knows they will by this,
bee made better Engineers o work for him, — They will bee active
inltruments, full of malice againft God; and his caule. .

Who of all the Emperors was more mifchievous chan Fulian¢
who had once made profeffion of Chrift. Such men as thefe are fu
on fire of Hell, ' e

Wee havea Proverb, oAn Englifh man Italianase,

s a Devil Incarnate,
I may fay the fame; A Profeffor Apoflate,
Turns aDevil Incarnate,

There are none in the World have more of the I:Ké*nm! N“'”r‘“l'!
than they, Their Head poifons, their Heart poifons. And the vensme
of Afpes is wnder their Tougue. They are full of Hell, '

T lfere is fome ingennity 1n Nature fullen,thoughnever {o bad Bue
Nature once raifed, and after Devilized: fuch men are all fury.
Thefe are Satins M ogols, Satans Champions, the chiefeft of
that black band of Darknefs : Suchmen as thefe, they have finned
away Light, Confcience, all natwal remorfe and tendermefs, And
what can bee expe@ed from them ¢ chere is no mans {word more
fharp and keen than theirs, who have fharpened it upon the thye-
fhold of God.  No mans pen writes fo bitterly againft-God, his
Canfe and People, than theirs, who have dip'd thieit pén.in'the
Blood of Confeience. No man fails more defperately toHell, than
fuch a man, who hath made Shipwrack of Confecience.

And therefore, feeing {uch men are {o trufty, fo fure, foactive,
{o malicious inftruments, when they are broughe over to him, and
it is (o eafy a thing to bring themabour; no marvel it Satanwill
not difturb fuch men for a time, butlets them goon, wll they bee
fit for his work, Tt will ffand wich che defigns of his own King-

“dome.

~'Thus T have fhewed two things, how it may ftand, r. With
Gods, 2. With Satans ends, '

3+ Now thirdly ,How it may and with their own ends, who having

corrupt bearts, yet fhould notwithftanding abownd in duty.
1. To Mﬁuer the calls of Confcience.

Every man hath a Confecrence. And every mans Gmfmm doth
call upon him for the performance of fomcthing.  And the further
confcience is inlightened, the further work it calls him out upon.
man inlighu:ned‘g cannot ferve God fo cheaply, with quict of Con-
feience, as others, who are not, can. .

Now thereare {fome, whoare far convinced, fome, who are
turther inlightened than others.  And  con(cience calls out upon
them, for more work tobee dome.  And to anfiver the meer calls of
Confcience, aman far inlightened may do much in the wayes gf

, God;
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God; and yet his fpirit bec unfound.

2. To pacific the quarrcls, to fasisfic the gripes and gnawings of
confeience.

It is ufual with men under the pangs and ftings of confcicnce,
To rumto the [prings of duty, to the Yafters o prayers, meerly for
thisend, Toget prefent eafe, and quiet to their burdencd Confcien-
ces.  And they otten compals their end by this means, and get
fome prefent eafe; thoughnot a fetled and (ubflantial Peace. Such
as their difturbance is, [uch is their Peace.  As their diffurbance was
not fpiritwal tor fin o o their Peace, it is not { irityal arifing from a
aré. As confGience was wounded by wa Eing to that consmion
light, and natwral Principlesinit: Soisitpue in joyne again, by
walking anferable to themy which works, though but common
and general, yet being all their light difcovers; they may, by the
performance of them, get fome prefent eafe, though not a found
and fetled Peace.

Weeread, The Heathens had flings of Confeicnce, when they
finned notarsonfly againkt the Light and Principles of Nature. And
wee read, they had Peace and quict, when they obferved thofe things,
which their light difcovered to them.

As their Tervors did arife from Convittions of Confcience, upon
the doing of (uch things as were contrary to the Principles of Natwre:
{o their Peace did arife from the obfervance of fuch things a5 were
agreeable to that common Light and Principles they had. So itis
her;. Theit Conviction doth arile from fome Common, mot faving
Light.

gx. Becaule it difcovers grofs fins, not fecret fins.

2. Itdilcovers apen fins, not fpiritual fins.

3. It difcovers »e fin, as fin, inthe Natwre of it. Some fins it
difcovers not atall, _

And (o their Peace doth arife from fome common Performances,
fome general sorks, not fpecial and faving: And this is one end,
why fome may abound in outward Performances, 10 make themfelves
a Plaifter of the tngredients of Prayers and Duties, to heal their woxnd-
+d confeiences.

I have {ometimes thought that Confeience in this cafe, is fome-
thing like to the difeale which they call the wolf ia the body. If
you feed not st, they ave wont to fay, £ will feed upon yon. And
therefore in this cafe it is faid, they ufed to give it flefh, that fu,by
teeding on that, it might not gnaw upon them, and by that means
have (ome prefent eale, though the cure bee nor wrought.

Soiciswith Ca;rﬁimcr. When orice the mouth of Confefence is
opened, ifa mando not feed it, it will devoure him, And there-
fore men in chis cale do feed Confeience with duty, which for pre-
fent, procures them eafe, though the cure bee not wrought,

And indeed (to {peak cruth) fuch men donot defire the cure.

They defire cafe, but not the cure; Peace; not Purging s Guiet, not
Heas
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Healing. They would willingly bee rid of the parr, but keep the
Tooth: of Trowble,but keep the fiz: of the evil canfed, not of the
vvil caufing.  The cure would bee as deadly to them as the wound,
to pact with the fix, asto indure the fmart,

And therefore, feeing there isa middle-way o bee gone, thae
they may procure their frefm Peace, and yetkeep they fin: They
wil“go that way, and labour to ftill the clamours of Confesence, by
brshing it with Duty, feeding is with Prayerss that fo they may pio.
cure Peace, and yet keep therr fins.

Other ends there ave, which are more low than the tormer,

L, For Oitemation and Pride of Gifts.

A corrupt heart may have che Gift of Prayer, though noc dhe
Grace of Prayer;yea, and bee more eminenc  chicrein, chan chey,
who have the Grace of Prayer.  They may exceed others in expref.
fions, who vet do exceed them in affections,  And for Pride, offen-
tation in Gifis, A corrupt heart may abound in dwtses and pesforman-
ces,

2. For Affeilion, Credity ¢ftecmof the World. That they may

-

bee acconnted holy men 5 1o have a Name, they are living, when yet
they ave dead men,

3. For the advancement of their worldly defignes. By this craft
they have all sheir gain, Tvmay bee shes flls their fhops, fills their
bonfes, &c. Godlinefs is great gain: and fome makea gainof god-
lincfs.

b{uw there are vile wretches, who make God, Religion, holy
duties, to ferve their own bafe ends 5 who make them buta falk-
ing-horfe, the better to purfue their own game, thew own gain,
Like Watcr-men, whorow one way, but look another. They
row towards Heaven in outward works, with the Oar of Religion;
bat they look towards the World, their own ends, inheart. Their
eyesarc after their gain.-- Who will [hew them any good 2 Theis
feet are going toward Zoear,with Lots Wife; but their heart coward
Sodome, They ferve God with their bodies, buc Mammion with
their fpirits,

4. That by this means, They might procure Gods blefsing on thom
inthis life. Oh'! think they, it T donot pray, God will not blefs
mee in my fhop to day, &c. And theretore do it, to procure
Wealth,

Wee read the Sadduces, (Who denyed thas theve was any Angel,or
Spirit, or Refurreétion; and {oby confequent, all yeward of any [or-
wice after this life) being thereupon demanded, why rhey did then
keep the Commandements;, they anfwered. -- That it might gv well
with them in this life. .

So there are fome, whofe thoughts gono higher, than rhat God
would blefs them, God would beftow upon r%rm shefe belly-Ulefsings. As
they fell God forgain, {o they ferve God for gain.

With thefe, many other ends might bee laid down, why acar-
rupt
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rupt heart may abound in ontward performances, But thus much bee
faid for che fecond,

W e have two other things to do more, before wee come to Ap-
plicacion,

1. Tothew you, what are the grounds, that 2 corrupt heart
may fo abound in outward performance.

2. Where'the faultis. Orhow it comes to pafs, that a man
may do thus much in the wayes of God, and yet Eee unfound, yet
mifs of Heavenat latt,  Wee will begin  with the firft of chefe
wwo, which is the third thing propounded.

3. What the grounds are, whence it arifeth, that a corrupt heart may
abound in ontiward Performances.

t. The firf ground is, Natwral Confcience, or that 1nbred Light,
which is in the confcience of men by nature,

Every man hach a Confeience in him, and this Confeience doth
acknowledge, that there is 1 God, one, who is Being of Beings, Canfe
of Canfes : and not only o, but thereupon, that rhis God s to bee
worfhiped and ferved by the Creature.

Though Conlcience cannot difeover the True God, or the Trae
worfbip, yetic doth conclude, there isa Gods and that this God is ta
bee worfhiped.

Atheifts in practice wee have many; every Parifh is full of them,
Such as the Apottle fpeaks of, T4, 1. 16. - Wha profefs they know
God, but yer inworks they dviry him. But Atheifts in “Judgement
“ none can bee. Hence Tullythe Heathen could fay. -- I have
« known men withons King, Laws, Governinent, Cloaths, but nonc [
“ [avage, but have a God,

Many have indeavoured to blow ont that light, but never could,
Wee read of Caliguls, who laboured all hee could ro blow ont this
Candle, and to flrengthen his Atheifme by Arquments and Reafons; yet
when it thundred, hee ran undera Bed; lus fears and guiley con-
fcience telling him of fome divine Power, which hec could not
withftand,

Another, who luboured the like ; and though hee had wroughe
out all Faith, yethee had not wrought out all Fears, Hee fhill
teared (as hee would fay ) that there was a Gody -- And, what if there
Thould prove to bec a God, at last ! '

Now then, there being fuch light in Conltience, as to difco-
ver there is a God : and confcience thereupon concluding, this God
muft bee worfbiped; by the help of further light, the Light of the
Word, the Light of the Works, the Light of gevd Iixample, the Light
of good Education, rogether with the implantation .'in_7 fomse common
and gencral Principles, whereby  conlcience is ftrengthened from
above: A man may bee inabled 1o do much in the wayes of gw{z’imﬁ,
and yet his heart continue unfound, without any [piritwal Principle of
Grace wrought in him,

2, A lecond ground is, fome prefent diftre(s.and trouble npos the

Pp
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Confeicaccy or npén the Bodics of meny upon she fpiris or flefb of

H A
8 1. Some prefent diflrefs npon the [pivit of aman.  1tmay bee
Confcicnce is now for prelent, wpon the rack.  God hath lec in 4
beam of light into the conltience, by the Law, and difcovered 3
mans {in, And with that lighe hath lec tll a {park of his wrath due
to fin, upon the confcience; which hath, for prefent, fill'd the
foul of man with horrors and fears, with lad and black though;s
and ;1pprt:hcnﬁons of deach and Hell. Which Iy put & man up-
on Prayers, and Performances, upon doing much i the wayes of
God.

Wee read that Abfolom fent for Feab to come to him,
but hee came not,  Hee fent again, yet hee comes not.  Aclft
Abfolom fets five upon Foabs corns and then hee came amain, bye
with nobetter heart : itis likely more unwillingly than before:
fo God doth often call apon men in the miniftry of the Word;
But men will not come, At laft God fetsfive on the confcience,
lets fome (park of Hell tall upon them.  And chen chey run o
Dutics, 10 Prayers, todo fomething, Though perhaps as unwillingly
as before.  All this doth force them, but yet not perfwade them
willingly to come in,

As the {aisfying of confcience troubled, may bee anend of thi
performance of many duties : fo the trouble it felf may bee 2
ground to put them upon performance. As Peace is the end of the
Plaifter, (o the wound is the ground of it. As Peace is the end of
undertaking of duties; fo the wound is the ground wherefore they
are undercaken,

2, Outward Preflures upon the bodies  of men may bee ano-
ther ground to prevail with unfound hearts, to do much inout-
ward fervicey Pfal. 78, 34, 35, 36. -~ When the  Lord flew them,
then they fonght himy and they rawrncd, and inguired early after God.
And they remembred that Ged was thenr Rovks and 1he moft High God
their Redeemer. Here was much,

They return to Gody) That is, in all omward appearance, They
fought him, they inguired carly after him. And e eround of this
Was Gods hand npon thems, when the Lord flow them) faith the Tex.

And you fee what was the frame of cheir fpirit in all, -~ Never-
theleffe they did but flaster hims sheir hearts weie nut upright with
bim i they were nufound.

The like wee read, Fer. 2. 27. They gave God their backs, and
not their faces; yet in the time of dhar trouble, then who but
God with them. --- In the time of their trouble, ff;m:be_y rry,arifc
and fave us, \

This was like the Samarstans Devotion, When the Lions [low
them, then they inquired afcer the worfhip of God, when God fent
Lions among them.

And many there are of their (pivic.  Good under the Rod, Whiles
' the
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we Rod is on their backs, the Book is itf their hands, then no-

thing but read and pray. But no f{oorter doth God flacken the

cords ot take them off the rack, deliver them ont of their prefent
Jiftre(s and trouble, butchey recurnagain o folly. -

This is juft Marticrs Devotion, Whillt che Storm lafls, then they
cry and pray, but no fooner is the ftorm blown over, but they are
as vile as ever. 'They had not (o many Prayers before, as Qathes
NOWs

And do wee not fee it thus with many 2 who willnot enn Cod
ina Calm, Thendheic hearts Ry -- depars from ws,wee defive not the
knowledge of thy wayes, Yetina Storm they will flye o him -- thos
art our Father, owr Ged.  But this not for Love, but for fhelter,

As many a mau may bee glad of a place for fhelter in a Storm,
which they could never brook to live in after the ftormis over.
Sothey villown God a Tower, a place of fheleer in time of
trouble; but not an habitation, a place of abode, in times of
Peace.  Thus youlee che chird thing. The grounds, that « corrups
heart may fo abound in outward Performance.

The tourth remains, whichis

4 Whereisthe fanlt. Ot how comes it to pafs, that a man may
do thus much in the wayes of God, and yet bee unfound, yetr mifs
of Heaven, Where lies she fauls ? :

I conceive, though the work ic felf bee fauley : (for how cana
good work come from a bad heart ? ) Yetr the great crack lies more
inthe Work-man, than in the work. Duties are good, Prayer is
good, Hearinggood.  The fault doth mainly lye in the Perfon
that doth thefe. Their fpirits are unfound in thefe holy wayes.

Iwill lay down the maim, the fault under chefe fiveor fix
Heads, :

1. Hee fuils, or is faulty in the latitude and extent of his Obedience,
His obedience is a limited and flintcd obedieuce. :

1. Either limited 1o fome commands, which are moft {utable to
him, Hee doth not apply himfelf to the Obedience of all the com-
mands of God. 'There ave fome duties hee will not do, and fome corrup-
tions hee hath no heart to leave,

2. Or (econdly, It is limited to the flefl, to the outer part of the
Command, and doth not extend it {elf to the Spirir, and extremi-
ties of the Command of God.

You muft know, there is an Extra, and an Intra; an ostfide, and
an Infide in every Command of God: fome part of it binding the
Flefh, another part injoyning the Spirit.  Muny keep the Letcer
of the Law, which yet never care for the Spiric of the Law.

Both thefe you thall fee in the Seribes and Pharifees.

1. They did fomething, yeathey did much, Zhey fafted, hfr.?
prayed, they paid Tithes of all that they had,, ¢, But they did not alf,
There were other Commands, which they gave liberty to them-
fclvesin. They could opprefs, defrand, bee unjunst, And’they tailed
mnthe Pp a2 | Second
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“Second oo, That® their Obedicnce did not extend it felf 1o
the fpiritualnets of any command.  As you fee Chrifl chargeth
thew, <iarth, 5. 21, They did not Murder; they did not commu
Aduliery, butthey  gave way 1o #ujufl Anger, 1o Adulterans
'Tbuugbis, Huchaft Glances, Contemplative Wickednefs, Speculative
Mwcleannefs, e, And foinall the reft. This is the firlt maim
i his Obedience,

2. Heeis taulty in the <Afamucrof his Obedience.  Though for
the Matter of bis Qbedience, hee donot faill ; Hee x_lorh Pray, Hear,
o Dutres winch others do j yet hee is fauley in the Manncr of his
Obedience.  Hee doth not pray in Faith, pray wish affections, Hee
confffeth firs, bue a broken fpiric doth not run_through the confef-
fion of fin: His heartis never touched with fin. Hee prayes tor
Grace, bue his {pirit is never ouched with the Beanties of Grace,
nor carryed ateer it with delires for it Hee looks  perhaps to the
Mutter, but negleQs the Manner. Hee looks atterthe fulflance,
but neglects the Circnmffances.

‘This is the difference between the grofs Hypocrite, and the c/ofe
Hypecrite, . )

“[he grofs Hypocrire Yooksafter the Cireumflance, not after the
Substance. Thoughindeed they are not {uch Cirenmflances as
theleare: they are but out num{ not smward,

The clofe Hypocrite, hee Jooks after the Subflance, but negledts
the Circumflances. Hee prayes, but never mindes to pray in Fasth,

Ifamanpray, and pray not fervently s it hec hear, and bear not
faithfully, ifhee obey,and obey nor wilitugly; it hee flew Mercy, and
not chearfullys if hee keep the Sabbath, and not with delighty all his
{ervices are nothing worth.

3. Heeis faultyinhis Zimsand Ends: His Ends are corrupe,
His Aime is as his own Ends, his own Profit, Gain, Pride. offentation.
Himfelf is the end of his Obedience, fome way or other.

A man never wrought out ot himfelf, muft needs work to him-
felf. And obedience which arifeth from a mans felt, is termina-
ted inawans felf again. It muft bee a Principle from Chriff, which
carries the foul to Chriff. A man can go no higher than his Prin-
ciple. And therefore having  Principles no ligher than himielf,
his Obedience muft nceds bee terminated in hinfelf.

Asall Révers, they run to the Sea. They came from the Ses,
and therefore return back again cothe Sea; (oall thofe duties
which arife from amans felf, muft needs bee finifhed in him-
felf. -

Such aman, hee is the God bimfelf whom hee (erves. Hee makes
himfelf the end of all his fervice: though hee look as far as the
end, even to Heaven inhis fervice.

Here then is the third thing whereinhee is faulty, Hee makes
himfelf the end of all bis Obedicnce. Hee hath not a (1ngle Eye 1o the
Gloryof Ged. His fervice is neither begun 1w Gody nor wrought jr
$ God,
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God, nor finifbed to God. Neither begun by his Grace, nor finified
to his Glory. g - .
4. Hecis faulty in this,thac hee r:[{b. wvpan.what hee doth, and leoks
mo higher. Hec looks upon all hee doch as upon (o mary brides tor
apardon, as (o much good monies laid sus for Heaven. - Hee weaves a
web of Righteoufnefs to cloathe liimfelF wichall. Hee never looks
out for another Righteoufnefs; tobee juftified by; bue refts upon
thac which hee himfelf hach wroughe, .Which being not only #is-
perfed®, but impure; arag,and a filthy rag: hee mugt needs mifcarry
mit, Xl 5 g 1
It this had been enough to have broughe men to Heaven, God
mighe have (pared a greac deal of labour, Chrif a great deal of
blood, by giving man ability to do duties; and then all bad been
done, ) :
But there was an infinit wrath to bee born; aninfinite juftice
to bee fatisfied; which none but Chriff can do. : ,
And here you fee the Scribes and Pharifees failed alfo, They
did much, bur they looked out for 7o ather Righteoufuefs than sheir
own s Inthis they refted for Life and Fuflification. .
5. They make duty it felf their Obedience which fiould quicken their
Obedience. ‘They re[{ upon the bare performance of the duty, and
never look to the exd of Duty. So they reft upon the bridge, and
never go over. :
Duty ferves an unfound fpirit for Gbedience. But Duty doth
but quicken, and ftrengthen, and inable a godly man to Qbedis
ence. 2h ;o \
é. Butthe fixth, and the main Crack is here, Zhefo fpiritval
Performances donot arife from [pivitual Principles; fram an beart prin-
cipled from aboves, fram an heare wniver[sll fwﬁéﬁd. Here is the
Banc of all, Here are new works, but anold heart, " New Prafiifes, buc
a mans old Principles, ' :
You fee this, /fa. 1. 10, to 16. But I will now inftance in the
fifteenth only. -~ When you fpread forth your hands to Heaven, 1 swill
bide ny eyes 5 and when you make many Prayers; when you abound
in drr?', adding Prayer to Prayer (as the Word is) -« 1w¥ not hear.
Your hands are full of blood. They were unregenerate, wnfanitified,
"They were new praétifes, but the o/d hears ftill, ’
‘The like you tee of the Scribes and Pharifees. They faffed, pray-
ed did much in the wayes of God. But theit hearts were not chang-
ed, they were unregenerate ftill, were not principled from above.
This you lee plain, Fob. 3, where Nicodensus, one of the chief of
the Pharifees knew not yet what Regeneration meant, Chrift tells
him of Rcgenerations and hee veplies, How s it pofible that a man g
fonld Lee born aguin, when hee is old 2 Can hee enser into his Mothers
mwomb again ? By which you fee, though hee drd all thofe things
seporced of the Pharifees, as Fafling, - Praying, Tithing, ¢re. yet
28 heea frranger to this great work of Regeneration, change of
Natyrty -
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Natures ‘hee knew not what it meant,

So that you fee, hereis the great faultof all. A man walks in
Hew Pr.zf?rﬁs with an old Heart, an Heart never truly, throughly,
fpuritually changed.

. There'is a fourefold Change. .

1. A changé from good toevil. Thisis a fearfull change.

- 2. A changc from cvil to good. This 152 bleﬂ'ed‘ change.

3« A change from evil to evsl; from one to another.

- 4o A change from fome evil, to fome good.

I will exprefs ic in thefe four words.  There s
1) A Moral Change.
v 5 2. A Partial Chaxge.
3. A Formal Change.
q. A Spivitwal Change.

1. There és a mecr Moral Change. When a man changeth from
fintull notorious wayes; to Morality, Temperance, Fuftice, Equiry,
Patience, Contentation, And fticks there, and goes no furcher, And
here thoufands, who {ye inthe bofome of the Church, fick and
penith, :

2. Thexeis & Partial Change; wherein men leave fome particular
fins, and practife fome pardicular duties.  ‘This isa particular
Converfion, When men were Drunkards, Swearers, unclean
perfons, &c. And now are perfwaded 10 leave thefe parricular
fins, and betake themfelves to fome general and common duries
of a Chriftian, feies o ;

And therc are many men, whoare mended thus,  They will
hear 2 Sermon, and do fome outward duties, But they ar¢ not
new made, And this is but Jike the putting ota new peece of cloath
into anold garment ; the rent will bee made worle. Chriff fers
this down in the parable,  The unclean {piric is caft out for a time,
but afterward returneth wich (even (pivies worfe than himielf, and
{o his laft end proves worle than his beginning, Mat, 12,43, ¢,

3. There is o Formal Change,when men, in outward appearance do
feem to walk in all duties of holinefs, and ro forbear the commifi-
an of any gtofs fin. And yet never had cheir heares wroughe upon,
All this while it is but their practifes, noc their Principles thatare
truly changed. And thefe are the men that do fo much.

Of thefe St. Paul [}maks, 2 Tim, 3. 5. Having a fom of
godlinefs, yet denying the Power : From [uch twyn away. By which
phrafe; I told you, was implied, that thoughan Hypocrite hath
uothing 1n him, which is offential to a Chriftsan, as a Chriflian; yec
may hee bee the compleat Refemblance of & Chriftian, in “all thofe
things which dre not ¢ffential to him. Hee may bee clie complear
{:H wre of agodly man, from top, to toe; in every member, cvery
b, every duty, for the externalsof it

g4 Thereisa Spiritual Change; wherein the frame and couflite-

tion of the fiuward man is changeds and all ¢ made mew.
1. Not



x. Not new,for fubflance of (onl and body,
2. Not wew, for facnltics of fonl and body.
As wow underfanding, new will ¢re. Heve a mans new Practifes

flow from mew Prizciples. Hercare not only sew Wayes, but here
isa mew Heart. Hee hathamew Life in him, 2 new Spirit in him, by
which hee is moved, And the want ot this 1sthe great Crack, 1he
greas Faulty the Grownd, why amanmay domuch m the wayes of
God, and yet mifcary at Jaft.

But there will bee one great Objection, which feems to chrow
downall this. The Objection is thus,

Object, Narure cannot alt, wltra Sphevam, above it [clf.  Natnre
cannot go any further than Nature, As wee {ay of the Water, Quan-
tums defcendit, tantum afcendit. Water carrife no higher than u fulls,
Somay it bee faid of Natwre: Natwre cannot  alt above Nature :
cannot aét above her Principle, .

Buttodo the[: shings is above the power of Nature,  Therefore, hee
who doth thefe duties, rs above a fFate of Nature.

eAnfiw, Toranfwer of this, Wee fay itis truein the Main, A
man that hath no more than mecr Nature in him, cannot af¥ above
mecr Nature, '

But Nature may bec frengthened ffom above.  There may bee
higher Principles fetin Nature, which may inable a man to go higher
than common Nature, though not yet above onc in ffare of Na-
ture. :
A manmay bee inabled to alt above Nature : yet the Principle
isnot (o high, astoinable aman to alf abovea maninthe State of

Nature, i
For the better clearing of this, Wee may confider Natnre in

diverfe forms or ranks,

x. ‘Thereis meer Natureswith thofe religres (as fome fay) But
rather (I fay) refored Principles, which God gave to man, after hee
had loft all; that hee might bee a Man, not 4 Dewil, Yor when by
{in, weehad loft all, if God had not, out of pitty to mankinde,
reftored fomething, wee fhould have beenas bad as Devils in the
world; one devoure, murther, commit all ontrage upon another,
Now in this ftace, fomething may bee done, not much,

2. There is nature civilized, and moralized. Nature refined by
moral Principles, which whether they bee in nature before, and fo
but husbanded and improved; or whether they were fome com-
mon gifts of the Spirit, wee will not now difpute, but conclude
this Jatrer,

Now by thefe amanmay bee inabled to do above the common
fortof men, hee having higher Principles than meer nature fallen,
and therefore isable to do more, in all the works of morality,
works of Juftice, Righteoufnefs, Charity, &c.

This you fee in the Heathens, who far excelled the common

fort of men; their Principles being far higher,
2. Thoe
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3. There 1s Nature :(;N."m,um', and raifed yet higher by im-
plancation of higher Principles than thefe are,by the help of which,
a man may bee mabled to do above the pureft natures of the Hea-
thens; and yet but Nature.

The knowledge of God, of Chrift, of Sin,of Grace, Heaven, Hell,
together with the implaptatimyof!ome gencr:t{ Principles, com-
won gifts and graces of the Spiric may fo fublimate aman, chae
by the help of thefe, 2 manmay not only bce wrought up to do
more than meer Nature fallen, but more than Nature ftrengthen-
ed with moral Principlcs, is able to do.

You fee this in Fudas, Demas Herod, ¢re, whofe altions were
above meer Nature, as comming trém higher Principles;  but yee
not above men in the ftate of Nature.

This work upon men, though not fo much as fpiritual; yet itis
more than meer doral,  Though hee have not fo higha Pun-
ciple asa fpiricual man, yet is s Principle higher than a meer
moral mans. And by the help of that common [llumination, gene-
ral workings of the Spirit, broken workings of humiliacion, hee
may bee inabled to pray, hear, read, confer, faft, profefs, and
what not, for ak ontwards 2 and yet want the Sanctifying Spirit of
Chrift,

TflI]cremay bee a fupernatural work of the Spirit, upon fome
men, whereby nature may bee ftrengthened from above; and yer
they may want the faving work of the Spirit,

You (ee then diftinguifhed, Heb. 6. 4. There were fome, who
were inlightened, and had tafted of the  Heavenly gift. ‘This was a
Superaatural work : but yet this was not a Saving work, verf, 9, ---
1 am Pfrﬁma’cd better things of you, and fur)} a5 accompany ﬁdw:irm,
though [ thus [peak.

‘Thus you fcc the Objection cleared. And the fourth thing laid
open(wiz,) Where the fault is, that amian may do thus much, and yet
bee unfound. Tadde but thus much o it more,

1. Hee is aman, who was never humbled  for fins. And this isa
fure Rule. The hears never broken, was yet never found.

3. Hee 1s aman, that was newer truly caft out of himfelf; and here-
fore can go no bigher than himfelf, in all hee duth.

3. Heeis aman, was ncver fully changed; hee walks in zew
wayes, withan old heart,

4. Hee 15 a man, who 15 cayyyed upon holy works with a flavilb fpivits
Hee would fin, but daresnot. Hee doth Duty, but hath no minde
todoit,

What che Apaftle faith of himfelf -- the good 1 wonld do, 1 do nor;
and the evil I would not doy that do1: Heeyon the congrary, muft
fay, ifhee (peak truth. -- Thegood 1 wonld not do, 1 do; and the e-
il I'wonld do, that 1do sot, 1dare not, -

Hee is a man, who hath no principle of [piritual life in him, Hee
is moved, but doth not meve; hee is carned about with weights

as
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as a Clock oy Warchy hee hathno savard Priveiple of lifz. 1o move

hinate :

A Clock you knorv doth move  (or rather is moved) bue itis
not trom any Prewciple of Life,  Ttis the weights which carry it a-
bout, Takeoftthem, and the Cleck ftands ftill :  {o here, They
are moved, but not by any Principle ot Life within, ‘There are
wwo greae weights which carry i about.

1. Fearof Hell, ;
2. A Hope of Heaven, Which weightsifyou take off, chen
hec ftands ﬁiﬁ.

‘Thus Thave ac laft done with the Doctrinal pare. That it is pof-
ile for anaitto do much 1it the wayes of God, and yet have an ynfonnd
(pirits aud [all fhort of Heaven,at lafl.

[ come now v Application.

RRLRRIE Ny /3
e . _“‘!

[fa man may ¢ thus guich, and yet fall thort of Heaven, What
then fhall becomeat thagn, who do wathing ¢ Itainan may pray and
porifhy bear, anghgo tetielly do duty, and bee dammed; then what
thall become oftfiem, who fwear, aud H;:[{/brme ¢

i know it is the ordmary vaunt of carna) and unregenerarenmen,
whio have no tafte nor favour of the things of God. They will
Lay, o

yf,iim.:;,b, God, though 1 pray ot (o - many Prayers, nor hear fo many
Sermons, as others do yet my heart o5 as fincere as the beft of -them
all, : : o :

A!fn:.' poor man ! "Uhough it bee pofsible for a man to doall this,
and ycrnot bee finceres yeuivis impofsible a man fhould bee fincere,
if hee do them not. - "Thele things may bee dome withois finceritys
but ffucernty cavnot beeswithont !ba:ﬁ'_ :

Sticerity lies in Labonrsisg s not inloiteringy inworking, not in le-
2ving.  Where the heartss fineere, it will puc a man upon workiing,
wad will make a man cowerk with all his Srength, to abound in the
work of the Lords toeye the Manier, as wellas the Matser, the
Corcumflances sswellas the Subflazee. Te will put a man upon
Prayery and makeaman pray foracarly, fathfully, bumbly, Tr will
putaman upon bearing. e, :

Aud theretore thou art miftaken, Thougha man may do thefe
duttcs, ind not bee finceres yert thou canft not bee fincere, it thon
doft themnot. . Though hee may do theft things and perifh, yer
thou wft piay, hear, do duty - Otherwife thou fhale pr.-rilh:. Thels
things we Neeeffary.

Y. Necefsitate Praceptis God hath commazided them.
2, Necefsitate Medii 5 they are the way to life,
Youmuft not look to com¢ to the end, ‘it you do not walk in
" the way,
Qq Obj,
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Objeét. Buc you will fay, This difcouragesh ws. If a man mq
do thus muchy and yet fall [hors of Henven, then it is as good 1o fit fill,
and do nothng.

o42f, 1 mult cell yon ; thisisa fign of alow fpirit, toargue af-
ter this manner.  Wee {hould argue thus. -~ Becawfe I may do all
shis and yet not bee fincere: Therefore 1 will labour to bee fincere in the
deing of them. Thele things muft bee done, though all that did
them fell fhort of Heaven. God commands  thele things tobee
done, and his will muft ftand ouc againft all.  If all chae hear,
read, pray, &c. do fall thorc of Heaven, yet thou muft hear, read,
pray, upon account of obedience to God. _

The fault, it lies in the Perfons, not in the Daties; in the Werk-
men, not in the work,  The fault is not in the Martter, bucin the
Men, and the Manner of performances  And mans faule muft not
caufe us tonegled our duty.

Wee have an expreffion, (Micah 3. 7. --1s the Spirit of the Lord
fireightcned 2 do not my words dogood to them, whe walk wprightly ?
“ Asif the Prophet had faid -- The fanlt 35 not in the Word, but in
 you, who are the bearers of it. Tow hear, and hear; and yer get no
<< good by hearing, And will you charge God with that ? will you
% fﬂ:me the Word? Others get goadyand Gods Spiris is not fireightuned to
<< you more than toothers. Yos would finde good aswell as others, if yu
“came with hone(} hearts, -- Do not my words do good tothem, why
“ walk uprightly )

And what wee fay of this, wee fay of other Ordinances. The
faule is not in Prayer, norin Faffing : butitis in you, Youwalk
with corrupt hearts in Godswayes : And  therefore you get no
good by them. _ _

You have a fad place, but full for this purpofe, Hof. 14. werfe
laft, the laft words of the book; hee fhuts up the Prophefy with
it. == Whefo ss wife fhall know thefe things, for the wayes of the Lord
are vight, and the juft ball walk in them; but the tmn'ére[]ar; Jhall fall
theresn, A good heart fhall ftand, and walk in holy wayes: buta
bad heart, acorrupe heart, fhall fall and perifhin them, Anun-
found fpirit fhall fall in the wayes of duty, in the wayes of prayer,
in the wayes of profeffion.

2. Ufe.

If it bee poffible for a man to do much in the wayes of God, and
yet bee unfound, yet mifs of Heaven - Then this may difcover to

us che fandinefs and unfafene(s of thefe borsomes, to reft 4 mans foul

npon,

J How many thoufands, who have no better evidences for Hea-
ven, than the bare performance of duties 2 They come to Churchs
thley hear the Word + they pray, &e. And therefore they hope
allis well,

My
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My Brechren, Icis true, Ifthe bare performance of dmies‘ were
{ufficient evidences to conclude our good condition: then whae-
ver did abound moftin thefe things - they had the fureft bot-

romes toreftupon.
But (alas !') You leeit s poflible for a man to abound in du-

yand yet his heart bee unfound.  And therefore the doing -of

t
tf;eﬁ: things will not bee {pflicient to evidence to your felves, that
your condition is good. :

If thefe Anchors fhould ever hold,you need not to beat out any
better Anchiors for your fouls, But feeing thefe do not hold ot e-
ver,you had necd feek out for better, Elle you may mifcarry ac lat,

"Thefe may hold ina Calm, when they ave put to no ftrefs; boe
will bee fure tobreak ina ftorm, You fee the houle built upon
the Sand, ic ftood well enough, and the  fhraéture was fair, che
indinefs of the foundation was not difcovered, whiles there was
a Calm, But (faith Chriffy When the Rain fell, and the Winds blew,
and the Waves did beat, when the Storm arofe, thenwas the fandinefs
of the foundation difcovered -- the haufe fell, for 16 was built upon
the Sand, : . :

- So here. ' While you have a Calm, while you are inhealtlt,
injoy peace, &c. Thefe bottomes {eem firm enougly you do not
difcover the fandinels of thele foundations.  Buta Storm doth a-
rife, when you come upon your fick-beds, when you come to the
day of deach, then you fhall fee the unfoundnefs of your bottoines,
All your buildings, your fair ftructures, all your works and walk-
ings upon this foundacion will bee furely blowndown; they will
never abide the tryal, ;

And cherefore lec mee ftir you upy you, who are refolved for
Gods; you, who, are bound tor Heaven, that you would get bet-
ter evidences, than the bare and naked performance of duties, will
afford you, All which may bee done, and thou fink into Hell at
the laft.  Nay, get better evidences than duty it felf pertormed
at the beft, is able to afford unto you,

1. Becaule evidences of this kinde ave obfeure, full of ambicui-
3y, full of imtricate difputes and controverfics. ~ There will bee Ob-
jection upon Objectiony and controverly upon controverfy will a-
ife.  Andall muft bee cleared, and all Objections antwered, be-
fore ever wee can conclude our eftates by them,

1 fay, Evidences of this kinde, they muatt bee pucin fuic, and
pas afong {erutiny and tryal, where there muft bee Evidences up-
on Evidences, and no end of them, betoie ever wee can have any
comfort in them,

You will finde, that the clearing of the truth ofthele Eviden-
ces will bee as difficult, 1f not more, than the compafling of the
Evidences themfelves,

2. Wee ave to {eck out for beeeer Evidences than duty perfor:
med at the beft can afford us, becaufe thele kinde of Evidences

Qq2 e

i
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are not only obfcure, tull ofanbiguity, and o uncertain: Buc
becaule thete kinde of Evidences, they are unconffant; they are
:}{ﬁaizk, they may appear to day, and vanith to morrow.

You know, my Brethren, thataman is not alwayes in the fume
temper of j?ir:'r : his fpiric is tubject to varying and alteration, in the
pectormance of dutics, And therefore though a man may tetch an
Evidence out of the Court of duty, at thistime, yet it may bee
at another time, the Cowre will ot afford it A man may bee ¢lea-
red to day by duty, and condemned 1o morrow : ‘This day hee thay
thence have an evidince, and hee may bee caftin the fame Court
ro morrow, Our comforts fetcht hence are lyable to change: They
vary, as wee vary; change as wee change.

This is certain, That the Peace which 1s wrought out of our
{eives, is again Joft by our felves. And the comtort gotten by du-
ty atone time, is loft by duty at another time, Well then, 1call
youout, 10 feek out for beter evidences, Such as will afford you
more fulnefs of peace, and will minifter to you ore ftability
of comtort, than thefecan do.

Fetch your Evidences from your Fuflification, your intereftin
Christ, in the Covenant,  You willfinde an emptine(s in ally only s
Fulnefs here. Draw your waters of conitort from the higheft fprings,
the [prings of Fuftification. Thefe are :

1. The cleareft.

2, The purefts

3. The moft [atisfying.

4. The moft conflant Evidetces.

1- Thefeare the cleareft Evidences.  They are'fetched from the

Spring, Other waters are muddy and diftwrbed : but Spring-wa-
ders are clear. SO Evidences taken from other things often run mud-
dy,and are difturbed : but thofe from Fuftificaion are the cleaneft,
and run the cleareft,
.. Though thefe kinde of Evidences are hardeit to clear: It will coft
aman fomething before he reach to thele Evidences, before he can
make out thefe Evidences to himfelt : yet they are the moft per-
[picuons, being cleared.

The Teftimony of blood is the bardeft und darkeft T effimiony to make
out » but none is aore clear than that, when once you have made it
out.to your fouls. So that icis worth all your labour and pains

ou take in the clearing of it,

Other Evidencesare liable to difpure. But what can Satan dif-
pute againft this ¢ Doth hee fay, Thos art a finner? Yea, bue maift
thou fay, God juftifies finsicrs, hee juflifies the nngodly, ‘Though
fin hath weakened the Law, and made thac umable to dows good = yet
it hath not weakened Chrift, and Free Gracey nov fhould it weaken
onr Faith, it new wee bee setwrning finners.

1€ Sin st felf werea jult Obftacle, then there could never bee
any, who could bee Fauflificd, or fetch comfors from theix Fuftifi-

catien:
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Father of the Faithful : 1o the beft of Gods worthies.

Doth hee (y, onr fins arc grear 2 Yet wee may fay; they are no
greater thas God can pardon. T hey are not greater than

1, The < Mercy of God, to pardon them, Of

2, The Righteoufnc[s of Chrift, tocover them.

1. Forthe Moy of God, The Apoltle tells us, there waz moye
than enough to pardon him, whowas the greateft of finners, 1 Tim, 1,
13,14, 15, 16. =~ The Grace of our Lord was “exceeding abundane,
The word in the Original is Y'megenhedixse,  Did figperabonnd; was
more than cnoughs worcthan might ferve the tarn fir bhim, who was
the greateft of finners. :

2, And for e Rigbm:y’mﬁ of Chrift, it is faid to bee an cver-
Lafling Rightcoufne(s: more than ctcrnity of finning is able tg expend,
and dyaw drye. "1is a Righteoufnefs, which as it cannot ‘gec over~
clafped by any Faith; So canit notbee pofed, mon-pluft by any fin,

You fee, #om. 1. 17, ItisaRighteoufnefs revealed from Fasth,
1o Faith, ‘The more Faith, not the e, but the more Righteonf
nefs i difcovered,  And as it cannot bee over-clafped by any Faith;
foit cannot bee exceeded by any fin. :

Thus you fee Zvidences from our Fuftsfication, they are the
cleareft Evidences 5 the freeft from difputes: andif any Objeétions
do arife, they may bee the more quickly laid,

Butnowitisnot fo with other kinde of Evidences. It aman
take an Ewvidence from Daty, there will bee controverfies : objection
upon Objection will arife : “and there muft bee Evidence upon that
Evidence, before ever a man canmake out the truth of them. Nay,
though Ewidences bee taken from Graces themfelves, yet you will
fcarce finde a bortome without much fearch,

Suppofe 2 man come to bring in his Love to Christ foran Ewvi-
dence; yet this is liable to difpute, Youknow, there is a Falfe-
Love, aswell asa Trise, acounterfit, as wellas a found, And there-
fore this muft be¢ examined by the Natwre of your Love, the work-
ings of your Love towards Chriftsthe exprefsions of your Love in all
the wayes of Obedience.

And I mufttellyou of grear latitude and extent in this tryal.

There will bee long debates, before you come tothe wemnof. }{nd
the like I may fay of amy Grace befides, Therefore thefe from
Fuftification are the clearcff Evidences from difputes and contro-
verfies. -
2. Thefe ave the purcft Evidences. Spring-waters are the purefl
waters: {0 thele Ewidences ferched from the Spring, feil, from
your Fuftification, and intereftin Chrift; thefe are the pureft. 1 fay,
thefe kinde of Evidences ave the pureft, and moft unmived Evi-
dences,

Youfhall (e, all other kinde of Ewidences, they ave not fo pure’,

they have mixtures in them.,
2. oAre

cation: becaule all were finners. 1ama finner, fowas Abraham, the
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1. Arechey tiken from Prayer< yea, and Frayer at the befl

yet thefe arc not pures they have mixtures w them, Our beff Di-
sies are mingled with fmperfeitions. They bave atang and tafle of
the fle/b inthem,

You know, there s much deadwefs with our chicfefi Life, mnch
formality 11 ony beft Powers much coldnefs with our heats : much of the
fiefb in all the imployments of the fpirir.

2. Orarcthey taken from hearing 2 and that ac the bes? < your
own hearts can telly There és mnch mixture inithat Dury, OW! swhye
abnidance of the Week is in the Sabbath ! how wnch {}/ the Shop 1w the
Chuwreh? what diflvaltsons, inyonr beft attentionss what carmal heans,
in your ﬁ‘»iri; wal fmffaymf_».'s ¢ what Pride ¢ :l‘fm‘!_ Peejudice £ what
infidelity 2 what Dulucfs doth attend all your hea ving ?

3. Nay yet furthers Are your cvidences when from Graces
themfelves ¢ yet thefe are not pure. There is mmch mixtwre in
them - Ouwr Graces themlelves ave tull of Laperfedlions. You know,
there is wanch blindencfs with your Lights wech comity with your
Loves winch harduc(s of heart withyout swonrntug fov fin, yea, and
wnuch mnd, mnch worldly forrow,in your purefl tearsy wmuch Pride
with your bumsility, mch muymuring with your paticace; Aswee
might how at kuge, ifnced wae, o

But now thele Evadences which are taken from our J—'uﬂffmion,
they arc pure, without mxtare.  Though the Faith which jufti-
fies us 15 imperfect, yer the Grace which juftifies us is per-
fect. ' -

I fay, thefe Fvidencesave pure, without mixture; becaufe they
ave fuch, as have wothing of onr own in them: had they any thing of
ours, they would bee impertect and impure: bue having noching
of ours, butall Chrifts, they are altogether perfect and pure,
Chrift is all fair, all perfect, all pure. . '

Onr [anélifying Rightconfnc(s is flasued, tmperfecl, impure 5 bt enr
justifying Rightconfaefs is prre aind perfed. I there wareany fhain or
any imperfectionn that, it could not juftifie, it could not Live us;
wee fhould bee undone for ever, But thacis pure, thatis perfed,
and wee init,  Asthe Apoftle fith, Col. 2. 10. =~ Tibimwee are
compleat, Compleas in him, though smperfeét inonr felves,

3. Thefe are the moft fatssfying Evidences. Other Evidences ad-
mic of much queftionings,  Though taken from Dauties, yea Gra-
ces themfelvesy yet they admit of long dilputes, (larp incounters
and affaults.  And, whenallis done, yet they bring not fuch ful-
wefs of [atisfaélion to the foul, But now Evidences taken from our

- Faflification, thele ave foud fatisfyring Evidences, becanfe the ﬁt-

tisfactron of Chriftisin them, Thele Evidences are not fewche
from any thing in ss, or any thing dowe by s 5 bue from the ﬁ:!:fg.i-
Hion whneh Chyaft bimfelf Wath wroughe tor us, And if there bee
any difpuce agianlt dus, then may wee much more difpuce againft
the other,

If
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If €hrift bee not a complear Satisfier of Gods Wrath and ufbice
for our fins, thenshefc Evidences from the Satisfaction o Chrifp
would do mee no good,  Asthe Apoftle faid of the Refurredtion
of Chraft, which wus the declarasion fa{' that full fatdsfaction (. hrift
had wrought. -- If Chrift bee not rifen;, then our faith is in wainy our
hope invain: fohere: -~ 1f Chriff have not fully atisfied Gods
Fuftices if hee hath not paid all the Debss anfwered all bils of Indite-
ments againdt mees then iy Faith is in waing then thefe Evidences
can domy foul no good. But if Chyift hath fully fatisfied Gods Fuffices
then am 1 fure, for this [atisfattion is mine.

So thac you fee, theflc are fuch Evidences, as do not only guses,
but ﬂlfkfﬁ' confcience to the fwll, Such as fileace all doubts; anfwer
all feruples and objedtions, that do arife,

Other Evidences; they are not fo full, not fo fatisfactary., They
may aftord a man fome obuions Refrefsment, for a time, 1o hold np
the head from finking; but they bring not fulnefs of fatésfaction in-
to the foul,

But now this doth; becauie you feeit is taken from fuch things
wherein God himfelf is [atisfied; and therefore no reafon buc wee
fbould bee fasssfied. 1f the Creditor fay ewough, fhall not the Debtor
bee (atisfied ¢

4. Thefe arethe moft cosflamt Ewvidencess Floods and Rivers
may faily but Springs ave conftant. Such Bwidences as are taken
from any ching within us, ox any thing done by ws, may (at leaft, as
to evidence) fail us,

But {uch Evidences as are taken from without us, as, &c.

Thefe ave permanent and conftant. In the fmrgﬂ drought here
will bee Warer enough, Jer. 17.7,8. -- Bleffed 55 the man that try-
Sethinthe Lord, and whofe hope the Lord is's for hee fhall bee as a
Tree planted by the Rivers of Waters, and that [preadeth out her rops,
and [hall not fee when heas commeshs but her leaf [hall bee green, and
Jhall not be carefull in the year of drought, neither [hall :mfeﬁrm yeeld-
e frut,

gé:bcr Ewvidenses are wnconfPant; they may bee clear to day, and
bee clonded 1o morrow : the heart is not ever inthe fame frame, Buc
now thefe ave permancnt, abiding Evidences: they areas fure as the
Oathes, Promife, Covenant of God, though not ever to fenfe, yer
they are ever fure to Faith, though not ever to apprehenfion, yet
everin truth, Wee may ever conclude them, though wee cannot
ever clear them. Conclude them wee may by Faith, though wee
cannot clear them to fenfe,

I mightinlarge my felf, and go yer further to tell you thefe
are the {weeteft, the moft refrefhing and comforting evidences.

Buc to conclude this ufe. ifever you wenld have Jﬂrwg confola-
tion, if ever you wosld have a full and fetled peace and comfort, then
bence draw your Evidences , fetih your Ewidences from Fuftifi-
cation.

1 know

7
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I kuow. that which keeps youupon the  racks of fears, clisi
which continues you in doubts and jealoufies, is this. You™ ke
vour Evidences too low, cither from fomething inyou, or {Hme.
thing done by fuu, and fo you are torced toantwer @ mulditude of
Objections and reafons, bdfore ever you can finde a boteome to
seft upon.

That which darh raife up new  doubts and objections in you
pirits, and whicl cauferh a frefh recurn of tears upon you, is be-
canfe you do not take your Evidences high enough,

You take them bom Duties, Prayers, Difpoficions, prefene
Affections, And fo upon cvery failing you are caft, and all thrown
down again, new fears avife, as if you never had any Evidence,

Were an Evidence fealed i the higher Coure, what Courr fhalf
difputeagainft it, whar can overthrow ic 2

Sut now it all dus will noe perhvade you to ferch your Fyi-
dences higher, but chat you will ftill lye by thele waters for com-
fore, youwill thill teteh your Comfores and Evidences from Du-
ties, yet let mee thus tar perbwade with you, that you would la-
bour to clear the fincevity of your heare in  thefe duties, Other-
wile all this fomething will bee nothing to you; no  botrome of
Comtfort.

They are but uncertain bottomes at the beft, but without fin-
cerity to accompany them they,will bee no bottomes, an houfe not
built on the Sand, but builein the Air, notoundation,

And this s the next ufe wee will come unto,

3. Ufe

If it bee pofible for a man 1o do thusmuch, and et bee un-
oundy ‘Thenwhae care onghe there to bece to clear the foundnes
of our (pirics in our parformances. .

Y ou pray, you hiear, you do mncju bugnsk the quc_fhun to your
felves. Is my heare found inall ehefe performances # isic {ound i
prayer 2 inhearing 2 il not, all this fomething is nothing,

It you break the ftring that goes throngh a fet of Beads, they
all fall to the ground.  Sincerity is the ftring which gocs through
all our Prayers, our Duties and Gracess it that bee broken, all'is

broken. . . . ]
Sincerity is the Evidence of all our Evidences taken from be-

low,
1t is that which makes every duty glorious, every breathing of
che fpinc fweer, every groanweighty, every drop ol tears a pearly
and precious in Gods efteem. s
Swicerity is all in all. Itisalljin all our Prayers; all, in all our
tears, all, inall our fervices, Itisallto God; that wiich God
accounts all,  Sincerity is Gofpel perfection. And perteclion

is ally
Let
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Let us then examine our heartsy you that abound moft in
all outward pertormances, clear che l’(;undnéﬁ: and ‘fincerity of
your hearts in them, 4 -

1. Clear the fincerity of your hearts in your obedience inge-
neral, . 5 s
2. Clear the fincerity of your hearts, in your performances in
particular. - _ : :

Wee {hall now mfift upon the laft firft, Andthat is, Clear the
fincerivy of your heares in your performances in particular. :

Wee will inftance inthefe * three efpecially which wee fingle
ouf, : . ;

- Firft in your Uearing.

.Secondly 1r your Prayipg.
Thirdly in your Moyrning for fin.

x. Clear the fincerity of your hearss in hearing she word,

Wee will give you thefe charactersof a fincere heart in hearing
the Word.

1, A finceve heart defires fincere preaching. Such preaching
wherein his heartis ripped upy his corruptions difcovered; the
moft quickening and foul-fearching miniftry; fucha miniftry as
doth moft untavel his heare, and rip up his foul.

Youfee this, x Pet. 2. 20 As néw born babes defire the fincere
milk of the Word, the preaching of the Word, and the fincere
preaching of the Word, not the Word asit is fophifticated, poi-
foned, adulterated by mans invention. As the Apoftles phrafe is,
buc the Word as it comes fincerely from the Fountain,

Suchaman hee defires killing, as well as comforting truths,
fearching, as well as healing truthes; breaking, as wellas binding.
And indeed, hee defires no comforting, but in killing; no comfor-
ting of his foul, butin killing of his fins; no healing, butin fearch-
ing; no binding, but in breuking,

An unfound heart, it hee defire to hear, yetit fhould bee fuch
as would preach plagemsa, {peak peace, daube with untempered
Morter, e

And if a Minifter do once preach tothe quick. If hee once en-
ter upon the difcovery of them, their heares rife againft the truch;
they rebel againft the Word; and fuch are no Minifters for chem,
They will finde out one that they canliveinfin, and yet live in
peace undér his Miniftry, .. ' : '

Weread in the 42 of Fer read it throughoue, (the Chapter is
worth your taking notice of.) Let mee intreat you to read it when
you conic home; you fhill fee there the depth of a felf-deceiviug
ipiiit, NLE T B R WG :

d You fhall read there, the Children of /frac/ defired  Feremy to
inquire of the Lord what they {hould do, and they would affured-
ly doit; but their hearts deceived.them.  You fee there thac
they thought Feremy would have brought them an-.anfiver iz’ong

' Rt 50
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God agreeable to their own fpirits,

They did not think thac their will muft have come up to Gods
will, bue chat Gods will would have come down to their will,

Well, Feremy goes to God, and hec  brings them a meflage
from God which was clean crofs to their lufts. And chen che ve-
nrome of their {pirits which before ley hid, appeared, they btake
out into open rebeflion againft the Word of the Lord, and {pake
plain, 'Wee will not hear the Word of the Lord which thou haft
told us.

Soitiswith many unfound {pirits, felf-deceiving Tpirits; be-
fore 2 Minifter comeinto a Parith. Oh then fay they! let us have
a good Minifter, one that may do our fouls good, one thar may
bring a meflage to us from the Lord, difcover to us Gods will,
Aund few there are but do thus far agree; but it once 2 Minifter
rip up their fins, fearch their wounds, thac they may bee healed
of them : if once hee come to difcover their corruptions, and in-
deavour to take them oft their unfound botcomes; whereon if they
live and dye, they will perith. Then they flyc outagainft the
light, and him thae  holds it forth to them. Away with fuch a
man from the carth, Wee will noc hear the Word of the Lord
{poken,

p‘Wherc:ls afincere heart doth fide with the Word,with light,
to fight againft and deftroy his corrupsions,

Thefe men they fide with their corraptions and iufts, to figh
againft the eruth, toblow ot the light, and oppofe the preach-
ing of the Word.

A fincere heart doth hold up the Law againt his luft, Let my
tufts perifh, rather than thy Law bee deftroyed. But a corrupt
‘heart doth hold up his luft againft the Law. And {aichi in his heart,
Let the Law rather thanuny luft bee deftroyed.

There is not one corruption which thou keepeft with love and
liking, but thou witheft in thy heart, that thereavere nofuch Law
againtt it. The Drunkard wifheth there were no fuch Law againft
his Drunkennefs, The unclean perfon would bee glad tliere were
no Law againft his uncleannefs, rather part with {fo much of
Gods Nature, which the Law is abeam of, than part with his
luft.

Hence it is truly faid, peccatum eft Dei Cidinms; fin is Gods
flaughrer, becaule fin ftrikes againft the very being of God; the
purity and holinels of God.

Hee that would not bee as God is, would hee glad if God were
as hee is, Thatisacertain rule, that hee chac will favour himfelt
inany corruption, would bee glad it God would favour him too.
"[hat there were no Law againt it, or that there were a Law to
countenance it, or no Law to punithit, That God were not againit
it, that God wereof his mind, or that there were no God, or no
God to punifhir, &c.

; 3. A fincere
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- 2, Afincerc heart in hearing the Wordy.: ;. ¢ -+, )5,
1. Js willing toreceive the truthot God, oo | o .
2. Is willing to feceive every rich of God. ., . - o .
3. Is willing toreceive it as the tiuth of God .+ . -7 »
1. Heercceives the truth not into his head only,hig undexftand-
ing o know it; but into his heart, his affe@ions toloveit. .,
Hee-doth not imprifon it.in the head, but lets:ig go down into
the heare.  And.thewholefoul is raade the refidence and “place of
truth,Lord how 1dove thy Law contrary heyeto is that, 2 Thef.2. 10,
2. Heeis willing to receive every truth: - Spegk-Lord, for thy
Servant heareth.  Heelooks upon every word of God 3s good,
every truth of God, as comming in the 1mage of God, and com-
ming with the authority of God, .and'there isteady entertainment
forally aswell thofe which make.agdinit him, as thofe which make
for himg chough'a truth appear never {o-formidable that the recei-
ving oay coft a mandeath, % L
" 2. Heeis willing to receive truth, as the truchy ehac s, in the
Power, Majefty and Authority of Truth, And fets it upas King
in his {pirit, To which hee defires to yeeld fubjeétion and obedi~
ence inall. . L . s
Heelets it come in, in itsihlightening,in its convincing powers
in its humbling and awakening power, as well as in its. quickeixing
and comforting power. . B, s ;
* Every truth (hall bee received as the truthof God.
But now an unfound {pivic e
Hee s not-willing to receive the eruthy fome - cruch hee dare
not own, lealt chey thould difturb him ina way of fin.  As the A-
poftle, 2 Pet. 3.5. Of this they are willingly ignorant;’ they bave no
defire to know - this, They' defite tofhuc-out .the light, that
their coruptions may not bee difquieted, Mat. 13, 15, They
wink with their eyes,that they mighe oot underftand. - P
2. They receivenot every Truth, It may bee {uch asare nosio-
nal chey will, or fuch as may.ftand with cheir lufts and  prefent ad-
vantages; not fuch as are practical, and crofs them in theix corrppt

ends and practifes. ; Vo
They look upon fome .truthes, as. an ignés futuns,that if they
fhould entercain them, and foliow them, they would lead them
inro danger. T
It was the {peechota King of France, that hee would lanch no
further into the deep, than hee might come fafely tofhore, Thag
is,- hee would follow Truth no further, than hee may preferve
himfelf and his own. It thofe bee hazarded, hee will;forfake the

Truch, i o
3. ‘They receive itnot as Truch, Cogw
1. Notforit felt, 2, Notto bee King over them, _
1. Not forit felf; bue for other private and perfonal refpedts.
Either for their gain, their gdvantagc, or for fearand danger, or
e our
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out of refpeds to the greatnefs, or qualicy of the perfons, who do
entertaina Truth, :

Whereas 2 godly mandoth love the pevfon for the Truchs fike,
As St. Fobnwriting to the Eleét Lady, whom hee faid hee lo-
ved for the Truths {ake, 3 Fob. 1.2, ; '

They-that love the Truth for the perfons fake, may fay they
love the Trueh for the Ladies fake, The one the perfon for the
Truths fake, the other the truth for the perfons (ake,

- Soyou fee they receive it not as Truth for it felf,

2. ?l‘hcy'rc'ceivc itnotas Truch to bee Lord and Kiag over
them. To which they yecld obedicace and fubjeélion in all
things.

Aany men would govern Truch, but they will not fuffer Truth
to govern them. They would keep Truth, though but in pri-
fon, forall their keeping is but imprifoning, but they will not fuf-
fer Truth to keep them, though the Truth would make them
free. Conugt fpirits they receive Truth as a Servant, notasa
King. And before they receive it, they will ask what it can do for
them; what fervice, whatadvantage can it bring them? Ifnone,
Truth fhall not bee entertained of them.

3. A fincere heart in hearing the Word, is an honeft hearc : and

there is the fumme of all, .
This Chrift exprefleth in _the Parable of the Sower and the

Seed, Lk, 8. 15. the fincere fpiric reccived che Word with an
honeft and good heart.

Now the honefty of a mans fpiritin hearing, or anhoneft heart
in hearing, is fuchas _

1. Hears the Word, as Gods Word, bee the inftrument never
fo weak and de(('ficablc, yeeic fhall prevail with an honeft heart,
becanfeit is Gods Word. Youhavean expreffion in 1fa. 11.6,
A lissle Childe [hall lead bim.

Whoever comes with 2 meffage from God, whoever bringsa
word, hee fhall prevail and perfwade with him,

An honeft fervant will take notice of hisMafters wind, though
a Child bee the meflenger;hee looks not on the perfon that brings
it, but on the meflage brought. So thoughthe perfon bee never
fo weak, if hee bring a word from God, an honett heart will vail
toit.

2, Anhoneft heart fides with the Word of God againft him-
felt, hee rakes part witha truch againt himfelf,

W hereas an unfound heart fides with his corruption againft the
Word, fights againft that which fights againtt ity bucan honeft
hearc fides with che Word againft his corruption. s

3. An honeft heart defires to profit by the Word, 1 Per. 2. 2.
oAs new bors Babes defire she  fincere HMilk of the Werd, that they
may grow therely, Heeis a man thatis refolved 1o practife whate-

ver God reveals, Hee hath 0o exceptions or refervatians to hiT-
felf,
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(elf, but is bent to practifeevery Truth God reveals to him;
Hee asketh the way to Sion with his face thitherward, as one refol-
ved to go the way that God fhall reveal, :

This was that which Paulfaid, Lerd, what wilt thes have meeto

do? They were -not werba expoftulantis, but werba [ubmittentis, -

Hee was not only defirous to know, but refolved to do whatever
God did reveale to him, s i

An honeft heart defires every Truth to bee made his own, And
that there may bee Principles bred in the fpirit futable to the
Truches revealed to him, Hee is defirous that every degree of il-
lumination mnay beea further degree of fanification, That his
heart may bee transformed into the nature of truches revealed.

It doth not content him to have truthes in the head, and a lye
inthe heart:  Truthinche head, and errorin the fpirit: Light in
the head, and darknefs in the heare, but hee defires the whole man

may bee digefted into the nature of truthes. Truth formed in his

foul.

4. Anhoneft heare, hee hears the word with refle@tion, Asin
seading the word, hec reads himfelf withit. Soin hearing the
word, hee doth perufe himfelf wich it, Heehearswith reflection,
hee hears with application, charging and clearing his heart, accor-
ding :io the evidence which confCience gives inupon hearing of the
Word.

3. Clear the fincerity of your hearts in marter of praying. 1 told
you in the beginning thac it was poffible for a man to pray, nay and
make many prayers, toabouad inpraying; hee may pray inpab-
lick, pray inprivate, pray inthe Church, and pray in his clofet,
hee may multiply to pray, as the word importeth, 1f4. 1. 15. And
yethis heart beeunfound.  And therefore, you, who do abound
much in prayer, labour to clear the fincerity of your hears in chis
duty,

\{fee will give you thefe Charadters of an hease fincere in
Prayer.

Y. Charatters

Where the heart is fincere in Prajer, theve is 4 doing of the duty with
all our frm th. There will bee alaying oucof all che
ftrengt amlg powers withinus, The ftrength o’fY our Judgement,
the ftrength of our will, and our affections; the ftrength of the
whole foul in the work, Prayer when fincere, is a wreftling work:
Facob wreftled with Gody thatis, hee wept and prayed, Hof, 12, 4.
Prayer is the fouls contention, the fouls ftrugling with God.

Itis afweating work. Itis the fweat and blood ofthefoul, A
fincere hearc layes outits ftrengthin prayer.

Thoni‘h amans ftrength bee but weaknefs, yet if a mans
frength bee in the work, it is fufficient to evidence 2 mans finceri-
ty, Iodeed if 2rhanhad 2 Malembis flock, and fhould offer ;0

the
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the Lord 2 temale: 1t - ce had abeteer, and fhould give God 2
worfe, It heehad flrength, and yet ferved the Lord with weak.
nefs; this would declare the heart to bee unfound,

But when a mans firengthisin the work, though char firength
bec but weaknefs, yecit will evidence the fincerity of the heay;
And there is no reafon that you fhould look upon thofe Prayers
as caft, as loft Prayers, where your ftrength s in them.

: When thou haft beenwith God, and performed a duty, al-
though but weakly, many impertetions in it, much. unbeleef,
much hardnefs, much deadnefs and coldnefs; yetif your ftrength
have beenin the duty, you may rife u{) without confufion and
fhame, upon this ground, your ftrengeh hath beeninit, your heart
doth not condemn Kou, you are able to clear this to your .ﬁ’i‘j‘i
your firength hath been in the work. C

But now fuch are here condemned,and caft,who have a Male jn
their flock, and offer to the Lord a Female, God curfeth {uch,
Cmfed,&c.Mal. 1. 14, When you have fbrength, and ferve God
with weaknefs; when you will turn off God with your cold, your
lazy, fleepy, and tormal devotions, and will not take any pains.
with your own hearts in thefe holy works, ‘This difcovers your-
fpivics to bee unfound, and falfe to God, _

a. Charalter. :

. Where the heart is fincere in Prayer, there is no reft or consent: 10 th
foul, 1ll the heart bee wrought intothe work,

A fincere heart in Prayer, is an heart-fincericy in Prayer, not a
tongue in Prayer, not an head ih Prayer, but an heare in Prayer,
. Prayer is not lip-work, or headwork, but heart work, And
where the heart is fincere, hee is not content till the heare bee in
thework, Heeis not content to bee down on his knees, if his
heart bee not up. To have an hand in the works it his heart bee
not alfo init. -

A fincere heart labours to get tis heart into the work, Hee
prayes in prayer, Fam. 5.17. Thereisanaffetive collation with
the duty. Ithec confefleth fins, hee defireth to get affections fu-
table to the confeflion of fin, An heart woundedand broken un-
der the fightand fenfe of fin;

-Ifhee prayes for pardon, hee labours to get an heart apprchen-
{ive of thewant, and alfo of the worth of mercy; and feeks a mer-
cy, as a condemned mana pardou,

1t hee pray for Grace, or the {ubduing of lufts, ftill hee la-
bours to get an heart {ucable to the things hee wants, and that
which hee doth defire. .

Tt was the [peech of Bradford, that hee would never leave 2
duty till hee had brought his heart into the frame of the duty,Hee
would not leave conteffion of fin, till his hearc was broken for fin.
Hee would not leave petitioning for Grace,till his heart was quick(i

ene
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cned in defire. . He wauld notleave graculation, i)l his heare was

inlarged with the fenle of the mercies he enjoyed, apd quickned
in the retucn of praife. i o )

Buenow an-unfound heare, if hee cap bue poft over a dugy, If
but fay lus prayers, though heg have, never laboured 1o ger his
hearc inco chem, yet he is well enopgh.... -, - o

This is to draw neey with our lips, when .yeg,opr heargs arg far
from Gad , ‘This is ta offer God a bulk and carkafs of duty with-
out the life and fpirit of duty, and {o it is abpminable to God,

A body withaut a foul: ftinks 5 fo here, your Confeffjops of
fins, are Commiffions of fins, Iterations of fins, when your hearrs
are_not fenlible and affected with fipnes you confeffe. Hee
;h:ﬁl remembers finpe with delighs, doth commit the finne a-
gain. -

He thac remeinbers fin without forrow , doth but revive his
former guilt, heexemoves it not; A man may difpleafea man
as much with the Confeffion of a fayle, as in the Commiffion of
the fault, _

Ifa man had offended you, and thould come ina fleighe way to
¢confefs his fault, yon would be moye offended at him for his con-
fefsion, thani for his fault, o

So when you fhall come before God and confefs your fins,with-
our any comptnction for your finnes, withoug any {epfe of fin, qr
Jomwosy for it, you doaggravateyonr Gins, and incregle guile, in-
ftead of removing guilt from your fouls, N _

Ap hard hearr,and a dry gyein the confeffion of fin, is an aggra-
vation of your fins. Lo .
3. Charaiter,

A beart fincere in Prayer; doththirft afser Gommunion with God in
Prayer, : :
I'a duty leayes the foul on this fide God, unleffe is bave carvi-
ed the foul over to God - apd broyght 2 man to fome furcher
Communion with him, with his mercy, hislove, his grace, his
Spirit, the oul is not content with C,IJJ?'.'

Others they make duty the end of dury, prayer ' the end of
prayer; And thepetore it they can bu;,ri! their hands of a duty ,
though they had no communion with God in it, yet they are well
enough.

But nowa fincere heart, heg looks abovea duty, heelooks up-
on daty but as a bridge ro convey ‘him gyer to God ; as a means
tobring God and his foul ingo peerer comumunion, and if yee have
not feen God,and found Godina duty, ifhis fpirit hath not con-
verfed with God as a Father, asafriead,asa child wich his facher,
as a man with his friend, he hath no ‘content in duty,

Obj,  But youwill fay, bow [half amen know when he hath Com-

wiiiion with Ged in duty ?
' Anfirs

i
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Anfiw. For che anfwer ok.this, I muft firft tell you,that therejs
a great miftake among men and ‘women, ofa tender {pirit aboue
this point, that they think they have no communion with God,
unles they have met with Sod in an heart-chearing, and an heare-

- comnforting way, - when God comes. in with joy, with comfort,
with chearings and inlargements, Then they are willing to grant
you, théy have'had communion with' God, = -+~

But''if God have come in, in an heart breaking, humbling,
and cafting déwn cheir fouls in the fight and fence of their finnes,
and imperteions , They do not- think they have Comx.union
with God. F .
~ And therefore T muft téll you firftin the general;  That you
may have Communion with God, as well inan heart humbling,as
an heart reviving, an heart Comforting way.

~* Inthe life to comein heaven, all our Communion with God is

. with Comfore, with fulnefs of joy, At his right hand is fulneffe,
¢rc. Pfal, 16, 11, with thee there is 2 fountainof joy. Then all
rears {hall bee wiped awzi,r,ﬁ'om our eyes,

" Butin this [ife on eatth, we have mixed communion; and have

“communion with God , ‘as well in humblings , as in comfor-
tings. g 5w

You go upon aduty, and you think to meet God one way, and

hee comes in‘another way.

Sometimes you expeét God ina comforting, and God comes
in, ina quickning way, - :

Sometimes thou expects God ifran heart breaking way, and
God comes in, in a comtorting way.

As the wind, fometimes it blows up rain, fometimes it blows
away rain. -

So the Spirit of God, which bloweth where,and when,and how
it lifteth; fometimes blows up rain, comes into the foul in an
hearc humbling and breaking way; And fometimes it blows away
rain, and comes into the foul in acheering, and heart comfore
ting way. 5 ! it

In both thefe the foul hath communion with God, in joys, and
tears , in mournings,as well as comfortings.

And that it the general co-anlwer the miftake of weaker Chri-
ftians.

Queft, And now to the anfwey of the gucflion, How aman fhall
knrow when he hath had communion with God in & duty ?

1 I Anfiver, 1 In general, then thou meeteft with God, and
haft communion with God in duty, when God hath inabled thee
toadk grace ina duyy, '

An unregeneraté manmay act parts, and gifts ina duty, buthe
canuot aét grace, hee hath none toact.

If then God do inable thee toact grace ina duty, to at thy

faith to clofe with promifes, to act thy repentance for finne, toact
- love
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love to God; All or any of thefe grages, thy foul hath then com-
munion with God in duty. .

2 Again, When the performance of 2 duty doth lead the foul
in better frame , a more humblcframe, or in a more watchful
frame, when the heart is more quickned, or more broken.

When the heart is farther fet againft fin; more refolved to
walk with God, and obey him, when the frame of a mans piric
is changed, or bettered n any of thefe ways, itisa fign that thon
haft had communion withGod in duty,though God hath not come
in with fulnefs of comfort, with chearings ot joys.

In this life, moft of our communionb]"yes in quickning grace.

In the life to come, our communion is rifen up to full comfort,
our life thenis all joy.

And fo much fhall ferve for the third Character, and the anfiver
to the Objection.

. ¥, Charatler,

A heart fincere in Prayer, dethrife up praying from Prayer, hee goes

:'m; with the affetions ::f, and Aﬂ':ti‘:'a};fm prayer, after the Prajfr #
oae.

The Daties of an unfound heart, they come but froma ciftern,
his devotionis a ftinted devorion; When the Prayeris done, his
affections are done alfo, the water is all run out, his affetions
are then done alfo, perfmps before.

But the Duties of a godly man, they arife from a fpring, a foun-
tain; and his heart is not runne out with his Prayer , hee hath af-
fections of Prayer when the Praﬁer is done, hee rifeth up praying
from Prayer, The much hee hath done,is but a little of that
which his foul defires to do. _

Anunfound mans actions are as big as his heart, perhaps larg-
ery but for afincere fpiric; the hearcis ftill bigger then the aéh-
on, allhe doth is buc a lictle of thac hee defires to do, I fay where
there is fincerity, thereisa defire of more, all isbut a little of
thatabundance that is in his heart, When hee hath mourned
for finne, hee witheth ftill he could mourn more. Hee hathan
affection of forrow within him , larger than any exprefsion of for-
row hee can thew. Soyou fee David, Rivers of tears runne down
mine eyes imaufe men keep not thy law. Not that David had fo
much moifture within him as to fivell a river, poorman! hee had
not fo much moifture ip him 5 but he had fuch an affe&ion of for-
row, thatif hee had had as manr tears as would have fwelled
? River, made a Sea, they fhould all have been liid out for

. ;
And indeed if a man had wept a fea of tears,and his affe@ions of
mourning , did end with his exprefsions of forrow, hee had
not yec wepe at all, nor fhed one true gear of godly forrow

for fin, )
St So
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So agam, when hee hath prayed, {till his heare 1s above his adti.
on, and heerifechup praying trom prayer, with a praying fpirit=
atlections, when the Prayer is done,

I'his was that which made Chrilt commend  the poor Wid-
dows charitys fhee gave but oo mites, and yet hee faith, fhee had
given more thanall the reft.  Her heart was bigger than her a@ti-
on, her affections, than her exprefiions of glmrity. Others they
gave, but their purfes were larger than their hearts, they emptied
their hearts, but not their puries.  Sheey her heare was bigger
than her purle, thee emptied her purfe, but not her heart; thug
fhee gave more,

So this is the fourth; a fincere heart is larger than his duty, hee
rifeth up praying from Prayer, allhee doth is but alicele of thae
hee defires to do, bue a licele of thac abundance chac is in his hearc.
Others, their aétions areas large, nay larger than their hearts,
they have litele heart to the duty; and their heart is gone, hath
done, betore the duty bee done. A wicked man doth finont of
the abundance of his hearts as Chrift Gaith, out of the abundance of
the heart, come, ¢re. Mat. x2. 34, Heeis never weary of finning,
hee hath a founcain for chaty buc chough hee fin out of the abun-
dance of his heart, yet hee doth not pray out of the abundance of
his hearrs his heart s done, betore his Prayeris done, if not, they
end together,  Well, think of it, hee who yet hach not this
Principle which Ipeak of, hath not yeta Gofpel Principle,
though hiee do never fo much, hee is not yet under the conditions
of Grace and Mercy. Thefe arc the loweft terms of the Gof-

pel.

5, Charatter. .

A beart fincere in Prayer doth eye it [elf in Prayers it is a bheart tha
diligently obferves it eyjm the duty, views all :f;q workings of the foul,
and takes notsce of all the smperfeétions ?‘ the [pivst in duty. «As tq
zather comfort, and praife Godif right, fo to bee humbled and afflicied,
ifamifs.
s 'Anfd indeed our ﬁncerirﬁ is as much difcovered in lamenting
the imperfections of a work, asin the moft pertect pertormance
ofir,  Where then che heart is fincere, the [oul takes notice of
the imperte@ions that do accompany it,and when the duty is done,
falls 2 lamenting the imperfections of its Faith, of its {orrows, the
deadnefs of its defires. Ah !it now laments that hee hach beheld
fo much fin with no more forrow, looked upon fo many abomina-
tions with no more mourning.  That hee hach had no more Faith
to clofe with the Promifes of pardon, of Grace, ot purging. That.
hee hath had fo barren, fofhallow, fo {leight thoughts of Gods
love. That hee hath been {ocold in his affeétions again towards
God. That he hath hadfo fleight conceptions of.fin, and no more

forrow for it.  “That his heart hath been no more affected with the
mife-
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miferies of others, nornomore inlarged to feek God for them.,
That there hath been fo much carth in Heaven, (o'many carnal
thoughcs, fo much diftracions inhis [piritual imploiment, Ah!
my Brethren, agood heart fies down when duty is done, and goes
and mourns overall his Prayers, weeps over all his tears, confef-
fechall his confeffions, and prayes over all his Prayers, And hee
makes up the wanc of a duty with fighs, the imperfection of 2 duty
with tears,

Aflure you felves, Godis asmuch Honoured in your mour-
ning for imperfetions of a duty, as hee is by your moft perfect
pertormance of it.  Bluthing in Gods account is perfect  beauty.
When a foul can blufh and bee afhamed for the blemifhes which are
in its {piritual beauty; Godlooks upon this foul as beautiful. This
is all wee can do, to defire and mourn, to dimeat the higheft in our
defires, and to mourn when wee fall fhore of what wee defire, A
Chriftian is made up of thefe two things, defires, and mournings.
Defires, Oh thatmy heart were dirggltd! Oh that I could be-
leeve more, love more, prize more! Oh that I were more agree-
able to Gods Natare and Will, &c. and then comes in mournings,
O miferable man that 14m ! @c. Ohthat my heare fhould bee fo
hard, my {pirit fo dead, my foul fo cold in "holy exercifes! And
bere is fincerity, yeaand hereis the uemoft wee can reach, when

wee come unto the utmoft wee canateainin this life; hére wee are Viteres; paa
but travailers towards our home, not yetat home, in our way, not Cowprebentor,
cometoourreft. And wee may well fay it with our fellow ¢rz- ™
vellers, while Auzuftine cryes-out, 1 hase shat which'l am, and love Odi qued fum;

tafte of the firft cree: Another hee faith, Lord, 1 (e, and yer

q Crofs of Chrift hath not yet eaten out the poifonous and bit-

ats blinde, 1will,and yet rebel, I hate, and yet 1love, I'follow, and
yet {{a!! 1prefs forward, ﬂ:t 1 faint, I wr:féc, et 2 hale.
el then, lec us make up the want of our beauty with a blufh,
the imperfections of our duties with fighs and tears, and then caft
them all into the arms of Chrift for acceptance, :
1f you convey a duty tohim with tears, hee will prefent itto
his Father wichblood, hee will fprinkle it with his own blood,
mingle it wich his own merits, perfume it withhis own odors, as
you read, Revel, 8, 4. Whateveris offered by the fpirit of Chrift,
fball bee prefented with the merits of Chrift, and though never fo
weak, in him it thall finde acceptance; hec harh made ws accepsed in
the beloved, Hee hath life enough tomingle witha dead Prayer,
hee hath warmth enough to adde toa cold Prayer, hee hath holi-
nefs fufficient to adde to aduty full of fin. Though as they come
from us, our duties fmell rank of the flefh of fin ard corruption,yet
being mingled with his odours, withhis incenfe, they fhall fincll
fiveet in the noftrils of God.  This is one part of Chrifts media-

tion, to pucfife to dead Prayers, to purthafe acceptance for per-
Sfa for-

and defire that which I am not, Ob wretched man that 1 am ! in whom i :“:_1“‘
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tormances, which are but mean.1f wee and our duties were perfe®,
wee did not ftand in need of aMediator, Chrift would lofe one pare
of his oftice. And therefore when the duty is done, fhew the fince-
ity of your hearts in mourning for the imperfections, and caft all
inco the armsof Chrift, and live by Faithin confidence of accep-
tance; Who hath made s accepted in she beloved not our perfons op-
ly, but our Prayers to0.

6. Charalter, ; ,

A beart fincere in Prayer, i« praying hears.  Thatis, a heare
carricd out wich defiré of the ching it prayes for, Prayer is nothipg
clie but an expofition of the foul,” of the foulin paraphrafe; ti‘lle
foul expreffed, the infide of the foul curned outward,

Itis {aid of Hanna's Prayer, t Sam. 1. 15. that fhee ponved forth
her foul, Mee exprefled what her foul defired, fhewed the defires
of her fouls ;

True Prayer is an cameft and inlarged defiré for the obtaining
and injoying of the things wee pray tor.

- Objeét. Butyou will{ay then, 4 our bearts are Jincerc, far whe
it thuas doth wer defive she things hee prayes for ¢

Anfw. Butmy Brethren, give mee leave alistle; and I fhiall
fhew you this is not (o firange a thing ay: you feem to makeit, I

 fhall thew-you, that is. iz pofssble for a man to pray, and not defire the
 things hee prayes for. 1 will avidence chis unto you in thefe three
- great Requells. x. In thedefirc of Grace, 2. Inshedcfire of [ubd-
. ang luits, 3. Inthe defive of Heaven, e

1. -Thow prayeft for Grace, but thou dlgﬂ not defire Grace in the beay-
tyand extent of . Thou mayeft defire common Graces, s 1
ny Parents for their Children: God give them Grace, fay ¢
but by that they mean no more than: common graces, that t
may bee honeft, no Whores, no Theeves, &c. for if once God
shange them, ang work Grace indeed in them, there is none mioré
hatefull t8.them of all their Children, than fuchare.”I have heard
of a defperate wretch, that when hee came to dye, hee gave good
portions to all his Children fave one, and ta him heewould give
no more but twelve pence; and being demanded what was the rea-
fon, hee made anfwer hee was a Puritan; I have heard him fay,faich
this wretch, that hee had a Promife to live on, let us now fee whe-
ther a Promife will maintain him,

Thus you may defire Grace common, and general grace, as
man dc%re for their Children, but {piricual and faving grace than
canft not defire, thou haft noheart to that,

You flnall hear what St, <Auguffine faid of himfelf in his con-
feffions after his converfion, I prayed faich hee in my ynregene-
racy that God would give mee grace. Lord, faith hee, give me
chaftity, but faith hee, my heartfaid, »or yet Lord, not yet. For I
feared left God would too quickly hear mee, and cure meg of my

i incon-
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ificontinency, which I would racher have fulfilled than cxtin-
uifbed,
£ Andby this you may take the meafure of your own fpirits, )
try your felves, read your own hearts, the next time you go@mce inthes
to prayer.  You Pray for grace, but feeif you bee willing to
have grace, firft in the extent of Grace, all grace; would the cos s Bxtent,
yetous man bee liberal ¢ would the Drunkard bee fober #
would the unclean perfon bee chatt¢ would the Proud man
bee humble, the Contentious man bee  peaceable¢ -otherwife
thou defires not graceinthe extent. "2 Would you have grace » Pomer.
1 In the poiver of grace, ‘tolive precifely and éxaély before
God;  Whac not to yeild toa word, toa thought of finne ¢ alas}
this they account damnable precifenels, this they cannot clofe
withall, Go thy way, Pray as often as thou wilt for grace , aft
fure chy'felt, thou doft not defire grace inthe extent und powet
ofit, it thou favoureftary onecorruption , if thou: wilt not live . | .
exadtly and precifely in the world. Thod wouldeft. think it no '
mercy , if God fiould grant thee what thou prayeft for, Thou
prayeft for Faith; but wouldeft thouliaveit? no fuch ‘matter,
why faith purifies the heare, faith fanétifies the foyl; it will not
fuffer one corruption. oifeluftto bee inthy heart, atid now doft
thou defire faith¢ np fych macter. Affure your felves, if at
any ‘time you defire igrace , it is not grace, under a right otion of
grace.Itisnot grace in the exvent of grace, por grace in the power
ofgrace. - e I T T e
eisagain, riot a fpiritual, biit a fiatifrall- defire of grace, thoy
defires it but in fome prefefit diftrefle, itmay be when thou lyeft
onthy death bed, and fecft there is no comming to heaven'with-
outit, Thou cannor defire it for it felf, - - ‘ = o P
2 Thou prayeft for the fubduing of thy lufts, and corrypti- 2 In dcﬁr:ﬂaql
ons, but doft thon defire what thou prateft for 2 wouldft thou f o *¥*
thinkit, if God fhoiild anfwer thee, to beamercy~ Iam ¢on-
fident, thatdill thy hearc bee changed, thou wouldft think
the anfiver of fucharequeltnomercyy; Would che Drunkard
think itamercy to bee rid of his cups # The Covetous man,
wpuld hee think it a mercy, tobe rid ofhis Mammon of anrighte-
bufneffe 2 No,there is no {uch matter.I dare be bold to fay,there is
not that luft which a wicked man would think ita mercy tobe rid
of, Alus! Thou doft not defire to berid of thylufts,thou canft not
five wichout them;chou canft not fublift wichout them, when thoy
doft pray againft them, thou doft but diffemble with God, there is
no fuch matter,thou doft not defire it, If acany time thou doft de-
five it,it is when thou haft done withit,or it isin a ftorm only, and
then not becaule thou hateft it, but becaufe thou dareft’ not Nonfub inui
keep it, as yoy know the Merchant cafts awar his goods, not ::i’r'::,']';i:";,.
becaule hee judgech them evil in theinfelves, but bedaufe if hee
keeps them, he cannot preferve a greater good, lii§ life. Hee

doth
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doth not part with them out of hatred to them,tor he even throws
over his heairr with them, but becaufehee fees the keeping of
them cannot ftand wich his prefent fafecy; for atter the florm and
danger isovery hee would bee glad 10 ger them again, if he could,
There are many who thus part with their finnes, as the Mer-
chant with his wares, only ina ftorm, when they lye on their fick
beds, or under fome wrack of Confcience, for l{ar of hell, or
as Faceb parted with Benjamin, becaufe otherwife hee fhould
ftarve, neceffity drove himroit, or as Phaltiel parted with Mi-
chal; becaufe otherwife hee fhould loofe his head, hee did not
part with her out of hatred, butout of fear, the King fent for
her, and ifhee had detained her, it might have coft him his
head , thercfore (outof fear) hee parted with her, though hee
wept akeer her.

3 Iniefie of 3 You Pray for heaven, and one would think you did defire

Exverss Ghei- thiS, wee fay, theend of a Chriftian is defirable, chough not

ftianorum de- the beginning, thereft, though not the labour; you fee Balaam

ﬁg:':;::;; o bec wifbed hee might dye the death of the righteous, thoughhe had
xordia, no heart to live Lgeir lives, - Sothat one would think chey did de-
{ire heaven,

Butindeed as long asthy heart is ca_rru%t and unregencrace,
thou doft not, defire heaven, if thou knoweft what heavenis, If
aman fhould ask thee, thou who fayeft, thou defireft heaven,
what doft thou think heaven is, it would Ithink, pole thee.Buc
it may bee thou wilt fay, thou conceives heavento bee a place
of pleafure and delight, a place free fromall miferies and trou-
bles, and the like,For thisis the utmoft heaven thou canft defire:

Agtcefeee  Thou lookeft onit and defires it, asa place of peace andreft, not

frompeasl ot of grace and holinefs. IfI fhould now tell thee that heaven s to be

fromfinfal &= g of all chy lufts and corruptions, I beleive heaven would not
be {o defirable tothee. Thou defireft heaven, bue tis under 2
falfe notion, a heaven fuitable to thy felf; and chats the leatt of
heaven. I have told you notlong agoe, abftract and take from
heaven, what acorrupt heart doth {ee, and think to bee hea-
ven, and that’s heaven indeed to a godly man, To what Ihave
faid ofanother fubjeét, I will now adde this. That didft thou

Feven ot K0OW the company of heaven, the imployments of heaven, the

definable co  injoyments of heaven, thou canft never defire heaven, thy heart

corsups hearts being corrupr,

s Compiny. 3 The comparfy of heaven, fhallTcellyou? there’s none o
your mind there.” Anditis nogreat happinefs to bee in fuch a
place, where they are all of different minds from you. Two
cannot walk together, faich the Prophet ( they cannot-live to-
gether, take delight together) unlefs they bee agreed. Now
there is no agreement between the company of Heavenand ch
{piric, asit is corrupt. See whac the company of Heaven is,enquir
what they are,

s - m——

Firft,
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Firft, Thereis God, and do you think there is any agreement
betwixt God and you 5 why, hee is holy, and thou art unholy,hee
is pure, thou art impure, &c, and without holinefs, no man can fec
God, :

Secondly, There is Chrift, there are the glorious Angels; all
thefe are thine enemies, as thou art in a natural condition,

Thirdly, There are the blefled Saints, and thofe are fuch as
thou haft defpifed,fuch as thou haft per(ecuted here in the World,
fuch as thou couldeft never indure upon Earth, but fiye fromand
avoid, is this company defireable in Heaven# no (uch matter, 1f
they bee now hatetull to thee, while they have fomething of thy
{elf in them,(they have corruptionsin them,as well as thou though
not under the power of them as thou)Oh how hateful would they
be,when thefe corruptions are removed, when they are better, and
thou worfe ! Bucwhat’s this to torment thee,in comparifon of the
prefence of Godein them is but the [park of holinefs,in God thofe
eternal fires of holinef(s,and if the {patk bee a torment, what is the
fire? As the Prophet (peaks, Whofhall dwel with everlafting fires.

2. Look upon the imployments of Heaven, and fee if thofe bee
defireable to thee in thy natural eftate. - - : :

There iskeeping ofan eternal Sabbath, there is- praifing and
glorifying God to all eternity, and would not thisbee a tedious
thing to thee ? canft thou indure to praife God fox ever, ‘whién
now a ftaff of a Pfalm is burdenfome, to keep an eternal Sabbath,
whena duty istedious to thees 7122 5, w

3. Adde to this the injoyments of Heaven; ad here I can
name nothing which thou wouldeft think it 2 mercy toinjoy; -

"Them wee branch into four pattichlays; s

1, Shall I fay you fhall injoy God thereswho though happine(s t6
a Fracious heart, yetatormenttoa corrupt fpirit, I have read
of the Irifh Earth, that no venemous creature can indure to live
upon ity that it'a man fhould make acircle of 77ifh Earth; and put
a little Englifh Earth in the midft of it for a center, ifa Toad, ora-
ny venemous Creature were upon the Exnglifh Earth; ivwould dye
there, rather than come upon the Irifh ground. T tell thee, the
Irifh Earth will becter brook a Toad, than Heaven afinner, ora
finner Heaven. e .

2. You fhall injoy freedome from fin, never finmore. Not'to
fin is here our Law, hereafter it fhall bee our Nature. Andis thisa
mercy t bee rid of fin? fin, which is meatand drink nowzwhat, can
the Drunkard be willing to be rid of his‘cups 2 the unclean perfon
of his Dalilah?the coverous man of his bags? can hee think an eter-
nall divorce from (uch things, hee loves fo de:ir, a mercy ¢

3. You fhall injoy perfetion of Grace,tobet fwallowed up
with holine.

4. Aneternal Sabbath,

And chefeare things which certainly 2 corrupt heart doth not
defire, And

—

33

2 Imployment,

3.For its injoy=

wents,

1, God,

1. Freedome
from fig,



=

o woen B 5 B OfHJFoEr%v.

r——— ot et e [ ———

=" T "And loyou {ee,at i pojjiﬂ; for a man to pr.:yynr thefe :b:'::é.r

Owlumd fi-

dus, manum ad

<lvum.

Exod, 17+

swhich hee hath no defive, were granted.
Therefore theCharacter is fixm,thar it is the fign of a fincere ficans
in praycr, when hee doth traly defire the thing prayed for.
And thus much for the fixth Charatter.

7. Charalfer,

The feventh and laft. A4 fincere heartin Prayer dorh not only defire,
but truly indeavour the mmpaﬁ:};g of the !/:ing prayed fors As the
wife Mariner, hee hach not only an eye to the Star, buthis hand
alfo upon the Helm, or as the Plow-men of Sparta, they had one
hand up to Ceres, whom they feigned the Goddefle of Corn, and
the other upon the ftilts of the Plow; they joyned plowing with
praying.  So here,a fincere heart, hee doth not only pray, lifcup
fuis heare to Heaven, buc hee putsalfo his hand to the work, to
compalle what hee prayes for; doth hee pray for pardon of fin ¢
hee labours to get his Faith more ftrengthened in aflurance of par-
don, Defires hee fubduing of corruption? hee makes ule of
Chrift, &c. Defireshee grace ¢ hee is carefull in the ufeof all
means, &c. Pfal. 5. 1 will diveét my Prayer, and look up, <pa
b nbaw Y8 The words are very emphatical, there are two mi-
litary words ufed in thac placey che firftto fecor put an Army in
array.  Sohee would order his Prayers, and then hee would look
up, and ftand fentinel. .

Gods power and grace muft not exempt us from the ufe of the
means, but make us marediligentin the ufe of all means to have
our defires accomplifhed.

Wee read that Fofbuahs fword, and <Mofes prayer were togo
together; if the fword had gone out without Pm?rer, it they had
fought, and had not prayed, they had not prevailed, for God will
not bee neglected; if the Prayer had gone up, and the Sword had
not gone out, had they prayed, and not fought, they had not had
fuccefle, for God will not bee tempted; bue both thefe went to-
gether, and then Gods bleffing was onthem.

So here, fhould wee indeavour and not pray, wee can look for
no good, wee go out in our own ftrength, and cannot prevail; and
fhould wee pray, and not indeavour, wee may expect the fame
fucceffe; God will neither bee tempted nor neglected : Bue if wee
joynthem both together, if the hand back the heart, indeavours
fecond our defires, wee may expect Gods blefling on us,

This is thelaft Character, 4 fincere heart s confcionableinthe
ufe of all means, for the accomplifbing the things prayed for

There s yet a third Particular, wherein to clear the fincerity of

. Pam, S .
Diar Gacers your hearts, and that is in matter or mourning, I told you, shat
ty in matter of j¢ s p%’:ibk for aman, not onlyto pray, but 1o feens to mosrn too, and

mournings

yet his heart bee unfound,  You read of the Ifraelites, theydid
oot om'y 2N bt dny joyned faﬂfﬂg to prayer, 25 you eet:n
the
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the next words to my 'Text, butmore plainly, Zach. 7. 5. When
yee fafted and monrned in the fifth Month, did you at all faff to mes,
Jaith the Lorde  There was faftingyand mourning joyned to fafting,
yet hearts unfound.  Thereis fulfe mournings, as well as true;
Crocodile tears, falle tears as well asfalfe prayers. And there-
foreit behioves us to try the fincerity of our ~hearts, in mourning

for fin. :
Wee will lay down thefe Characters of it.

Charatters of
fincere mowt-
ning,

1. Charaller, ) v
- A fincere monrning, is a deep monrning; a (ad and ferions forvow for
fin. fSuch a i'orrégw as dofh deepl g;ffegt thc'{earr', ﬁrith t{e
thoughts and apprehenfions of the burthen and bitternefs.of fin.
A fincere mourner hath fad and deep apprehenfions of the
nature,demerit and filchinefs of finshe looks upon fin as an offence
againft a jult, a pure, a holy God; as the breach ofa puré, aholy,
and an ecernal Law; as a wounding and crucifying of Chrift; as'a
ﬁricving and fadding of the fpirit of Grace, as awounding and un-
oing his own foul for ever,  Which deep and iiward choughes
of the nature of fin; work deep, and inward mourning for fin, Ttie
heart is wounded, the foul humbled and grieved, His Ipiric melted
and creirced within him for fin, which hee hath commitred aguainft
God, Itis nothis tongue only that repents in exprefling anf cori-
fefling, his eyes in weeping, but hisheart in deep and inward
mournings for fin. . Another may make more noife, more cryings,
roarings, howlingsy buc his forrow 1s more inward, more fecret,
more ftill, and yet more deep. As you know the deepeft waters
ran the ftilleft, fo the deepeft forrow makes leaft noife. So' chac
is the ficlt, 4 fincere mourning, és adeep mourning,  An Hypocrice,
his mournings are bue (hallow mournings, hee hath but fhallow
and ﬁcctinf thoughts of the nature and demerit of fin; he¢ may
fay with Pharaoh, 1 have fnma-’,_ orcryouc in afteaity Lord have
merey upon mee, or hang down his head like a bulrwth for a day, or
roar upon the prefent rack of trouble for a time, but he ne\rer){lath
anydeepand {erious thoughts of fin, as fin, His prayers are how-
lings, and his mournings are roarings. Gods people they mourn
like Doves, wicked men they bellow like Bulls under the appre-

henfion of fin.

2, Characker. _ ;
)"F‘ fincere monrning, is an wniverfal mourning, hee monrns for
all fins,
As hee hates all, fimall and great, o hee mourns for
all, yea for fuch fins is his hearc affected, which anothier mans
light doth not difcover to bee fins. An unfound hieart may peccsia vae
mourn for fome greater fins, fuch as have made great wounds and fantia confci-

gathes in his confcience: buc for fins, queiidiana incurfionss, for
Tt omif-
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addirion of good thereby ¢ no they are fu

great, fo gracious,

OF Hypocriy.
omiffions and common frailties , wandring of thoughts, imper-
fections in duty, deadnefs, coldnefs, unbeleet, thele gnats can hee
fivallow, his light doch not difcover thefe to bee fins. _

Nuy, yet further, A fincere mourning is notonly an univerfal
mourping, thathee tolrns for all finnes of his own, but hee
mourhs for other miens finnes as well as his own, he hath a foun.
tainwithin bim, which runnes over to the good of others, Wee
have read of fome who have mourned for their own finues, and
yet have been unfound.  You fee Pharoah, Ahab , Fudas.~ But
wee never read of any who were grieved with, and have mour-
ned for the finnes of othérsas well as hisown, but their hearts
were found. Lot his righteous foli} was grieved for the finaes
of Sodome, and yee know his heartwas found, hees called Righ-
seows Lot, David hee'mouriied tor the finnes of others, yeafuch
as were his g?_n_emfgs, as hee ﬁlith,l Riversof tears runne down mine
eyessbecanfe mine enemics kéep not thy Law : And you'know David
was fincere, God tells us hee was 2 man after his own heare, and
the heart of David wasfingle and fincere with God.  The like
] might gell ‘r'{ul of Mofes, ‘f Sdmuel, of Dansel, Nehemidh, -and
others; hee thiat mosns only intelation t guile and hell, that

i

mang. C_‘J}cmruhueg out onz}( Fér his own’ houle. Hee ‘mourns
for fﬁ'quc_’n‘p farther than ic' doth reflé€tap6n himfelf, and fo not

or fin‘as fin, but finasitis cvil to Y, "as it* binds -him over to

‘the wrath of God,’ and eterdil damtiation.

But hee that mdurns for finfie, in irs own nacure, asanoffence
toan holy, pure, "gracious ‘God, his, fountain rins-over to the
ufe of pthers, heé goésanid mourns over other mens fins as well

‘as his own. Weeread the' Ahgels,’ they rejoyee at' the tonvorfion

of a finmer. 'Whatisthe ground ¢ do the?r receive afiy’ further
I, but therefore ‘do

they rejoyce, becaule God is furthes glorified.” And if joys were
capable of forrows, heaven of tears, " they would upon the fame
round mougn for the finnes of mee, becatife thereby God is dif-
Eom’mrcd. Andif wee could fee God as they do ,  our hearts
would bee filled with %rricﬁ our eyes with tears, to fee, the God fo
o holy; to beeabufed and wronged by wick-

ed men, though wee no way guilty of their finne. ~ Thas 4 fin-
cere heart hee mourns for other mens fiones as well as bis own, he is
grieved whenthis enemys do break Gods laws,not fo much becaufe
they hure or wound him, but becaufe they dithonour God and
wound their own fouls. It tronbles him to fee men {wear and Iye,
10 joyn hearts & hands together againftGod,his caufe,his Church,
his people, his Minifters, not becaufe they hurt hitn, but ftrike
againft God, dnd o but béat them(elves again(t arock, and break

" themfelves, do thae which will turn totheir own fhame,and for-
" row at the laft , which’is the beft end that canbee expected of

" fin,

3. Cha-
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3. Charaiter.

3 Sincare menrning is a mosrning for finne , a4 forrom for fin.
- Sorrow is like Mercuries influence, good if “joyned wich
a pood Planet, bad if it bee joyned with a bad, Planet,
It wes good in Peter, it was naught in Feder, good in
pavidnzught in Abab:. Inthe one it was worldly, intheother
itwas a gocly forrow, theone was a forvow for the evil of punifh-
men:, the other for the evil of finne: The one roared under pre- Flsgells dolen
fer. Jathes. the judfcment and punithment of finne, as Augn/line quue agel- '
[ch, whey Liment the evil caufed, not the cvil caufing, the'evil of J2nsr aen do-
pirhhment, the prefentlafhes, not the evil of finne;  You fhall
fee tie difference of it in Pharach and D avid.God you fee punith
e« #havaoh for finne, plague upon plague,judgement upon judge-
ment, :nd heearys under the lafhes, the prefenc judgement.
Oh ! takeaway this plague, takeaway this death alfo; take away
thele lice, thefe Caterpllars, &¢. but there was not a word of
fin.
But Thave fisned, faith David, 1befeech thee 1ake away the in- * S1m.34.66,
iqwity of thy fervant, One would have thought hee fhould have '7”*
prayed tohave the plague removed, which was then on the peo.
ple. But hee faith take away this finne, not this plague s "nay
inthe 17ch verl. Continue the plague if thow pleafe, againft mee and
my fathers houfe, enly pardon mine iniguity.  Why thus ; becaufe
hee {aw finnc a greater evil than the plague, and therefore defires.
racher toberid of the fin, thanche punithment ofit. Here was
now a vaft difference between the (orrows of the one and:the o-
ther. Take away this plague, faith Pharaoh, but continue the
finne: Takeaway the finne, faith Devid, though thou concinue:
the plague. The one hee mourned under the prefent lafhes,the
other under finne,  Sincere mourning is a mewrning for finne, and
not for finne as clad with wrath, but for finne ablira&ly, finne in-
jts own niture, not for fin inits damning, buc for fin 18 its defi

ling nacure, -

4. Chatacter, _ _ T
4 Séncere mourning is a p:?mr'amd monyning,there afe 1w propore

tions of fimF irft, of the meafure, Secondly, Of the merit of fin.Where

the heart is fincere 18 §s proportionable. .
1. To the meafare of S1n.  Great fins muft have greac forrows;

thou haft abounded in finning, thou muft abound in forrowing.
Thusyou fee itwas with Mamgt':;, hee was a great Sinner, and
a great forrower, hee was hamoled greacly faich the Texe. So'
Mary <Alagdaler, a grear finner , and fhee is ‘a greae. {orrow=

1. : : b5 2 .
¥us true, Y grans, 2hat Sincerity doth #ot !ﬂeeﬁ: muchin themear Non cx grady
frmeniug pe.

Jure , as she sruth of mowrnings there may bee godly forrow in 5% sesgrl s
Tz adro e
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adrop, in one tear, when there is not godly forrow in g
Sea of Teares: Buc this I fay withall, that fincere hearts doe
ever labour to carry a proportion between their finnings and
their forrowings, between their repentings and their revoldings,
and though aman may bee juftified in heaven, without fuch a
meafurc of forrow, yet hee will fcarce bee juftitied, or get peace
in the court of his own Confciencewithout it. Thats the firft.

2 The fecond Proportion is, To the merit of Sin. Sincere
mourning is proportionable to the merit of finne; as the demeric
of fin isinfinite, fo forrow for ic muft bee an infinite forrow, in-
finite I fay,notin theactand expreffion, yet inthe affection of
thefoul. ~ Asitis faid of awicked man, #f hee fhould live for cuer
hee would finne for ever, inrefpect of his defire and will to fime,
and therefore becaule hee fins 11 srerao fus, hee is punithed i e
terie Dest.

So I may fay of a godly man,if hec fhould live for ever. hee

would forrow for ever, His forrow is infinite in Cefire and af-
fection, though finjte in the a& and expreflionof it, Andindced
a bounded, a ftinted forrow is no lorrow.  Hee whofe heart and
eyes do dry up together, whofe expreffion in tears and affections
of forrow do end together, though hee had wept afea of tears,
hee hath not yet mourned forfin, As1 told you laft day, that
a Sincere heart dothrife up praying from Prayer , fo hee goes a-
way weeping from iveeping, with a weeping heart when his eyes
are dry.  Godly forrow hath affections of mourning, when the
expreffions of mourning ceafcth,becaule every drop of tears doth
arife from a {ea of tears within, As every a&t of faith doth arife
from a beleeving difpofition, a habit of faich within - {o every ex-
preflion ot forrow trom an affetion of forrow inthe fpiric; eve-
ry drop of tears from afpring and fountain of tears within the
oul. Hence weeread, 1 Sam, cap, 7. vert, 6, where their for-
row is exprefled by this phrale, They drewwater s out of awell,
as outof a fpring, and poured opt bc?[ore the Lord, Their eyes did not
cmpty fo faft as their heare filled.  Their eyes could not poure
it torth fo fatt, as their hearts did yeild ic up.  All their expref-
{ions of mourning were lefs, than their affections of mourning.
And fhall I now tell you, though your forrow may bee fincere ,
and yet not proportionable tothe meafure of fin, yet your for-
row cannot bee fincere, if not proportionable to the merit of Siny
ifit be not infinite forrow, infinite I fay, in the defire and atFeétion,
though not in the a&t and expreflion,

And alas how few there are Sincere mourners | you thae are
furdy Sinners, you dry eyed Sinners, you hard hearced Sinners,
when was the time you have thus mourned for fin, wee fee your
finnings every day, but who hears of your repentings ¢ wee hear
-of your drunkennefle, f’our fwearing, your lying, your gaming,
your dicing , and revelling, even till the morning watch uplc:n-
the




B B 7 i R o' o e s,

Of Fppocrif, -

the Lords day; bue wee hear not of your repentings; In ftead of
that wee hear of your new {inning; you adde Sinto Sin, not re-
penting to finning.  As it was faid of Zerad, that hee added chis
to all lus wickednefs,that hee thut up Fobs in Prifon; this was che
greataggravation of his fin, this fill'd his meafure, hee added chis
toall. So thereare fome who will adde this to all their fins, thar
adde this to all their drunkennets, their fivearing; gaming, revel-
ling, to perfecute and evilly intrear thofe whoare Gods ncflen-
gus to them,

‘Tahe heed of thus adding drunkenneffe to thirft, and malice,
ond rage to drunkenneffe, left Gods wrath and jealoufie fmoak a-

gundt fuch excefles, Dest 29.19,20,

5 Charalter.

Sincere monrning is 4 fafr};[x” monrning.

So much faich, fo much fincere mourning, fo much godly for-
row ; They are like the fountainand che flood, the one arifes no
higher than the other. Invefpedt of donation, faith and repen-
tance arc infufed at the fame inftant of time; thoughinrefpc& of
nunifeftation, repentance goes before faith,  Taith being like the
fap, which is hid in the root, more fecret in the heare, and repen-
tance like the bud, which is {ooner difcerned than faith, both toa
mans own {clfand others,  Yet in refpet of the order of na-
ture, faith doth neceflarily goe before repentance.  As a legall i
faith, before a legall (orrow, o anevangelicall faich, beforeane- 5 f:‘:‘,i,’:ﬁf;&.

vangelicall forfow.  No mah can truely repent,but hee who hath thimy giﬁ qui
peratde in--

fome hopes of pardon. o o)
Well then, fincere Repehtance, is a faithful Repentance, fuch ““5*™™"

2 Repentance as doth arile from Faith; by which Ithean not, a le-
gal Faith, whereby a manbeleeves the threatnings of the Law 1o
bee true, and hee S”ilfl‘;-. This is toolow. This may breed a vex-
ing, tumulruous, turbulent, flavith forrow, but notagodly,
fiveet, cvangelical mourning. Buc I mean here an evangelical Faith,
and yet not the Faith of affarance, orthe Faith of evidence; this
iston high, There may bee godly {oirow, fincere mourning in
that i'nu%, which yet for the prefent wants the evidence and aflu-
rance of Gods love in Chrift.  But {uch a Faith I mean which is
the lowett {pring of godly forrow, Whereby the foill is perfwa-

ded - :
1. Of the all-fufficiency of God$ Mercy, and Chrifts Merits for

the pardoning of fin, _ _
2. Of the freenefsand willingnefs 6f God to rpz!rch:m fin,

3. And then throws it felf upon the Mercy of God; the grace
of Chuift, for pardon and forgivenefs. Which though it ap.
pear to bee ﬁn;lFl, yetitwill coft you fomething before ever you
reach this.

But now the mourning of an Hypocrite doth not arife from
Faith;



o

Of Hypacr:ﬁ_._ﬁ ,

e el iy

F;Eh, but from lgi{{e, either from fome prefent fing, or trouble

of conicience, or from fome outward preflures upon the body.
And hence it comes to pals that his forrow is not a conftant for-
row, while the trouble lafts , the weight is upon him, fo long hee
howles and cryes: but if once the trouble bee blown over, the Sk
clears, his mourmng is done.  As‘fob faith of his praying, wiﬁ
hce pray alwayes ¢ hee will not.  SoImay fay of his mourning,
will hee mournalwayes 2 hee will nor. ' When confcience wrings
him, when the heartis overwhelmed with trouble, then hee falls
a howling, and crying, but when the trouble is over, hee wipes his
eves,and mourns nomore.  But now again, hee, whole forrow
doth arile from Faith, hee doth not only mourn when confcience
is troubled, burwhen confcienceis at peace. Nay, when the
hearcis tulleft of peace and joy, the eyes are biggeftwith tears;
when the pearle of joy isin the heatt, the dew ot tears isinche
eyes.  fay, when the foul hach moft affurance of Gods love,
thenwill Faith produce  child-like arguments: to raife up the
fprings of forrows inus, to open all the fountains of tears in the
foul.” Ohwill the foul fay! hathGod been fo mercifull ¢ and
am I{o finfull 2 Hach hee been fo good to mee 2 and I {o evil ta
him ¢ As the frowns of God dobreak the heare, fo the fmiles
of God do meltand diffolve i,

6. Charadler,

A [iucere monrning 3 a filial mourning.

There are the mournings of a fon, and the moarnings of a flave;
the one doth arife from fear, the other from love; love 1. Of God
to the foul, 2. Ofthe loul to God. _

3. From the confideration of Gods love to the foul, When the.
foul fits down, and recounts the immenfity, greatne(s of Gods love
toitzwhen it takes a view of what God mighe have done with ic,and
what God hach done with it; how juftly hee might have damned
the foul, and how mercifully hee hath aved the foul; what ¢oft,
what care, what pains, what fwear, whatblood hee hath laid ouc
to [ave us, and how eafily hee might have damned ws; Oh ! this
melts and diffolves the foul; the foul evencrumblesinto duft, and
diffolves into wader, under the thoughts ofit. You fee rthis fee
down in Exck. 36. 31. Then [ball you remember your doingse Then,
when# when God fhall exprefle love, as you fee verf. 25, 26,
why then will the foul fay to it felf, as 4bfolom o Hufhi, is this r?)
Lendise(s to thy friend? avt thou fo cruel to him, who hath been fo
Kkinde to thee ¢ fo evil tohim, who hath been {0 goad tathee ¢
Oh thefe thoughts dolay amanin the duft. God hath taken
Juch away to juftifie and fave men, that if wee bee but men, itwill
break our hearts thdc wee have offended him. Who is it that can
read over that place without tears? 1fi 43.24, 25. Thou haft
bought mee nofweet Cane with money, neither haft thou filled

' mee
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mee with the tatof thy facrifices; but thou haft wearied mee
with thine iniquities; and haft made mee ferve with thy fins, thou
hatt made my mercy to ferve, my patience to ferve, with thy
finnes, evento look on while thou abufedft mee, And awhat
would 2 man imagine now would follow after this, Therefare I
will plague thee, I will punifhthee, Bur read and wonder, and
read ; withhold from tears if thou canft, if any fpark of ingenui-
ty becinthee, 7,cven 1,um hewho blotteth ot thine iniguities
for 1y “ownmames [uke, and will nor-vemember thy fins, Here was the
wonder of mercy, .

2. Ttarifech trom thelove of thyfoul to God. ‘The love of
the perfonoffended doth-caufe a godly:man to mourn, thar hee
hach offended him.  You fee David, Plal, 51, Againft thee, againft
thee, have 1 finneds-godly forrow, fincere mourning is an ingenpous
mourning, {carce a thought of Hell and damnation comes mto the
mind, if they do; alas ! thefe do not trouble him {o much as his fin;
thaehee hath grieved antl offended (o good a God by Sin, Hence
Zachary hath this expreffion, They ﬂmﬁ' Look spon bsm whoms they
have piercedy and they [ball monrn;@c. In-which there is nothing
but lyure love; the expreffion is obfervable , the Prophet doth
not fay, they fhall mourn asa fon for a -Father, there may bee
felf-love in that, a'child may fee hinifelf undone in-the lofs of :a
father; but hee faith, 1hey ]i:m‘! motirn as a fatherfora fon, snawhich
there is pure love. But now with Hypocrites , it is neither. the confi-
deration of Gods love tothem, nor any love or good will which
they bear to God, that mékes them-mourn, but indeed -love to
themfelves, they have Sinnedand are afraid God will dimn them
for Sin, thereforeit is terror; no principle of love to God , which
draws them to mourn for Sin, ‘As they hate Sin only in reference
to hell, fo they mournfor Sinonly in réference to hell, :

What St. Angufféne faith of fear-of fin, T may fay-of forrow
for Sin.  Hee that feurs ﬁn'/or_ “Hell, fears-not to Sinne, -but toburs,
but bee hates S{iﬂﬂe':’ﬂd:ed, who {0 hates [is as-hell it felf. Sohe who
forrows for Sin for tear of hell and wrath, hee ‘is nor forry for
fin, but howles for fear of hell : buthe fortows truly who is more
grieved for finning, than he is afraid of burning.

“7: Characker,

Sincere monrning is a friusfull- mourning.

"There are pzenal tears, and fruitful tears, Worldly-forrow that
is penal forrow, it is a weeping to weeping, but godly' forrow ‘is
a fruicful forrow, 3 weeping to repentance, and amendment, as
the'Apoftle, Godly forrow, werksrepentancey not tobee repented o{,
2 Cor. 7. 10. There is a great deal -of difference between the
pains of the gout, and of 2 woman in tavel, the one is pain (o
pain, no fruit of the pain, meer torture, the other is painto eafe,
travel to reft;a travel to birth,  Other forsow is a forrow o for-

YOW

Y
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Tlow), this s a forrow to joy, s Chuilt exprefleth it under the

]ob 340 ;"

parable ofa woman in travell, Sincere mourning is a fruictull
mourning, for repentance is like the waters of jealoufy, which ei-
ther rot or make fruittul.

And fixft 1e is a beart humbling forvow,

1 It is a foul fatsening forrow, by the fadnefs of the countenance,
the heart is made bmer.l A

It is agrace fbrengthning, agrace increafing forrow. And there-
for?t': doth Cgod pfefer(‘:re fucﬁ fprings as the{: ﬁ{_thc hearts ofhis
people, on purpofe to water the feed of holinefle, the garden of
graces in the hearts ofhis people.Every grace within us doth look
trefly, every difpofition within us buds, {hoots forchafter afhowre
of repentant tears, thac manwho hath fuch fprings as thefe within
him, his graces muft needs flourifh, they cannot wither nor decay.

Obferve it, A mourning Chuiftian is evermore a thiving,
a growing Chriftian,

4 1t is adworcing forrow, it breaks the league and union be-
tween heartand Sin,  Thereis a league between the hearc and
fin, they are as ncer together as the skin to the flefh, as the
flefh to the bones, the bark to the tree: Godly forrow doth di-
vorce betweenamans heart and finne; feparates between them,
it fets the foul at adiftance wich fin;  Unfound hearts may mourn,
may lament fin, but leave not Sin, they Sin and Repent, and
Repentand Sin; as if their Sinning did but make matcer for re-
penting, &c. '

This is like the Drunken mans round, his drink goes out in
tears, and then to drink again,  Pharaoh could fay hee had fin-
ned, but hee left not his-Sinne, Sau/ could {ay hee had Sinned
100, yet hee retained his finne, Fudas faid the like, yetif he had
lived, he had been the (ame, if God had not changed his heart.
No,ifa manfhould have lainas long in flames as Casn hath, and
fhould come out of hell, red hot out of flames, hee would bee
the fame man ftill.  All the terrors of God, all the horrots in the
World, all the flames of hell cannot change the heart,  Thefe
may dare a man, make 2 man afraid to fin, but not hate Sin, this
muft come from a principle of Grace,aGofpel work. T'he juftice of
God may terrify the heart, the power of God may awe the heart,
but it muft be the love and mercy of God, which muft thaw the
heart, muft change the heart. Now godly forrow doth worka
change in the fouls{uch a man faich with Fobsif 1 have done iniguity
1 will do it nomre , hee lamenteth finandleaveth Sin, he con-
feffeth and forfaketh Sin,God forgives,and he alfo foregoes fin.

Befide thefe fruits I might name many more, which are the
fruits of fincerc mourning. It worketh peace, our tears end in
_joy, it worketh ﬁ)iritll‘.lT tranquillity of Conlcience, as it work-
etha change,

And befides thefe you have feven {pecial and particylar f;ui;s.

et
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fec down(3 Cor. 7. 11.) of godly {orrow, on which I want tim
toinfift,  But nowan hypocrites forrow is a forrow to forrow,
apanal nota fruicful forrow, hee is never the better for all his
howling, his heart never theniore humble, his {pirit never the
more broken, his {oul never the more fet againft Sin, Thefe
tears they leave him as chey found him, they are not changing
and transforming cears, hee is never the more watchful , never
the more careful to pleafe God, hee racher grows more fecure,
takes more heart to finagrinft God, hee thinks hee hath done
penance and facisfied the Law , hee hath difcharged the for-
mer {core by his prefent roarings, and therefore inay beginne
anew reckomng, anew fcore, and fin more freely againft God:
whercas true mourning makes us watchtull,and fo our falls make
us fecure, ' ¥

To fum up all inalicele,

1 The unfound heart, hee mourus for Sineither as clad with
punithment, oras it bringeth the evil of punifhment after it | the
firft you fee m Pharaoh, the fecondin Ahab. The other laments
Sinas Sin, fin abttracted and feparated from wrach and punifh-
Hent.

2 Theone howls under the prefent lafhes, the evil of punifh-
ment, the other under the evilof fin,

Sence doth provoke the one to mourning, faith and love do
caule the otherto mourn, ;

4 The ground of the one is felf-love; the ground of the other,
love to God. . s

5 The one s flavith, the other childifh, ;

6 The end of the one is peace and joy, of the other, it is dif-
couragement and difpair, as in Cain and Fudas, &c.

7 The one breeds a bitterneffe and turbulency of fpirit, the
other humility, mildnefs, felf-denials Thus I {"I:WE' thewed you
thefe three things , and cleared them, :

I beleeve there’s many of you, whodo not pray acall, many
who are yet to fhed one tear tor Siny Alas! when was the time;
thou haft entred thy Chamber, thy clofet; and broken chy
heart for fin, humbled ¢hy foul for fin 2 Let mee tell thee
thus much, thou hatt finned, this finne will have forrow one
time or other, ifnot herein fruitful mourning, hereafter in pacnal
mourning, in weeping and gnafling of teeth, It thon wilt not
forrow for a time thou fhale howl for ever; It may bee thou
thinks no fuch matter; confcience isnow at peace, itis like a book s tranquit
bound up, ifonce opened your peace fhall end in a ftorm , your ":_-" tempeft
joyin forrow; happy thou,if God wound thee, that hee may “*
heal thee, break thee; thac hee may bind thee, humble thee, that
hee may comfore thee, It is better bee broken here, than to
go whole to hell , better be wounded here, than to go found to

hell, beceer to bee « fad Saint, than a merry Devil.
ar Vv What
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W hat David pray ed tor his enemies, may wee pray for our beft
friends, Send them down quick to Hell.  Send thein down here
by humiliation, that they may avoid eternal damnation hereat-
ter,

Wee began with the laft firft, viz, elear your fincerity in youc
performances in particular, wee named chree  particulus, in

Hearing.  Praymg,  Mourning.

Wee come now to the end, which is the firft in order of nature,
though wee have made iclaft in time,

2. Clear the fincerity of your hearts in Obedience in  general;
Now to this as to the former. I will give you fome Charaéers
of a fincere Obedience,  Sincere Obedience s 1. A taichiul,
2. Anuniverful. 3. A fruitful, 4. A filid Obedience, Wee fhall
only fingle out fome of them, becaufe wee are willing to finith
this Doétrin.

1. Charatter.

A fincere Obedicnce 55 a full Obediences an sniverfal Obedicnee.

Tcis univer(al, inrefpect of the fubjed, the whole manyitis
univer(il, in refpect of the obje, the whole Law; it is univerfal,
inrefpectof durance, the whole hite, Hee whoobeyes fincerely,
obeyes univerfally; his obedienceis not only futable totherule,
in refpect of the nature and quality ofit, bur it is proportionable
alfo to therule, in refpect of the laticude and extent of his obedi-
ence, ‘There is no man that ferves God truly, who doth not in-
deavour to ferve God fully, Sincerity turns upon the hinges of
univerfalicy.  Itis faid of Davsd, that hee had refpeét toall the
Commandements of God, and that hee hated every falfe way.
Hee had not obeyed any, if hee had not re(pected all; nay which
is yct more, <4¢f, 13, 22. hee fulfilled all the will of God, the
words are in the plural number, mafe &Npale, all the wills and
Commands of God; and of Zacharyand E!:'MZHI;, Luk, 1, 6. that
they walked in all the Commandements of God blamelefs, hee who o-
beyes fincerely, indeavours to obey thoroughly, ~ Wee will in-
ftance in thefe branches,

Lirlt, Hee will obey God in [uffering Commands, as well as do-
ing, in lofing, as well as gaining Commands, Anunfound fpiric may
follow God, while hee can follow his own game too, while they
can ferve God withour coft, without pain or Iuf’e, &c, fuch men
love cheap obedience. But when Obedience comes to bee
chargeable, when his Obedience to God, may coft him his li-
berty, his riches, his eftate, then they retive; while Religion
and the World do walk in the fame path, there are many who will
tread the paths'of Religion; but when there comes a turning, that
they muft fhake hands and pare, riches one way, Chrift another;
God one way, the World another; thenthey will forfake Cluift.
You fee it was fo with the young man, hee was willing to fo_:lqtﬁ'

Clhnt
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Chrift fo far as iee might bee no lofer, (o far as to keep lus wealch
too, Butwhen Chrift cold him, if hee would follow him, hee
muft (el} all, when it comes to this, thae either hee muft pavt with
his Kiches or with Chirift, then hee falls off, and wene away [or-
1owing.  But hee who obeyes fincerely ferves God for himfelf,
fuch a man will obey God, though to the hazard and lofs of all,
hee will obey Godin coftly, as well as cheap; lofing, as well as
gaining duties, Sucha man prizeth more of one act of Obedience,
than hee doth of all his injoyments, and will take up naked Obe.
dience, though with the lofs of all.  As hee will not commit 2 fin,
though hee might gain the World for it, o hee will not neg-
lect a ducy, though hee lofea World for it. You fee this in the
three Children, in Danrel, and in Queen Maries dayes, thofe go i
Sheep-skins, who might have gone in Silks, &,
Secondly, Heewill vbey God i relative Commands, s weli as ab-
olute,
4 Sincerity doth not only lye in abfolute Commands towards
God, butin relative Commands one towards another. And where
the heartis fincere, hee willnot only hear, and pray, and obey
God, but hee will walk inall duties of Righteoufnefs, and charity
towards his Brother,  Hee is fuch a one as makes confcicnce ofe-
very Command, great oy final, Every one comes from the fame
authority, Fames 2. 11, For hee that faith the one, fith alfo the
other. Andwhatever hath the ftamp of God, the authority of
Heaven upon it, though it feem never fo fmall, hee dare not dif-
obey it; where there is a beam of Gods Majefty fitting upon the
face ofa command, hee will fubmit toit. Men you know will
not refufe the Kings Coin, though the peece bee never {o finall;
if the Kings impreffion bee on a penny, it calls for acceptance, as
well as apiece; {oif the authority of God bee ftamped upon the
leaft command; afincere hearc will yeeld {ubjection toit, as well
as the greatelt, catat. 5. 19. Heewho breaketh the leaf? of thefe Com-
mands, fhall bec the leaft, ¢re. Hee who ftunds with God for finall
things, when hee will not farbear an Oath, acup,aragge for
Chrift; how fhould you yeeld to the greater. A man may do che
{maller, and yet negleét the greater; As the Pharifees, who tithed
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Mint and Cununin, but the grear chings of the Law, the loye of Fxedrer

God, fear of God, thefe are not regarded.
the greater, willnot neglect the finaller.

Thirdly, Hee will obey Godin affirmative Commands, as well as
negative Commands.

Hee doth not only look upon what God would not have him
do, but hee examines what God would have him do,  Dives was
caftinto Hell, not for opprefling Lazarus, but for not fhewing
mercy upon Lazarus, not becaule hee took any thing trom, but
becdtle hee gave nothing tohim.  There is many a mans Religion
lies mecrly upon negatives.  Hee is no fivearer, no drunkard, no

Vva up-

But hee who doth %+
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unclean perfon, as the Pharifee, hee oppreflehno  mun, detrauds
no man. Butif youask hun for the athrmative commands, there
hee is nothings art thou holy 2 art thou humble # are thou a be-
leever art thou a fanctifier of Gods day ¢ loveft thou God ¢ fea-
reft thou God = Alas ! thefe fins,becaufe they ave minorss infamia,
not fo fcandalous as the other are, theretore hee niakes chem nylls-
ws culpe, nofinsacall, thefe gnats hee canfwallow, without any

ftraining ac them, &¢. )
4. Hee will obey God in the Spivit of the Command, aswell as in the

lester of the Command.

Thereis an inrra and an extrain every Command of God. One
part of the Law binding the flefh, the other part enjoyning the
{pirit.  You fee how Chrift fets it down, Canth, 5. 21, Theu
[ﬁn’r dowo Cturder, there’s the letter of the Command. Thos
Jhatl not bee angry with vhy Brother without a canfe, there is the Spi-
rit of the Command,  Zhou fhult not commit Adwlicry, there is che
leteer of the Command.  Thou [balt not look on a woman to luft af-
ter her,there is the Spirit of the Command. An untound fpirit Jooks
no furcher than the bare letcer of the Command, thae pare which
bindes the fieth or outward man only, and it hee do but obferve
that in the grofs, hee thinks hee hach done welly but now  a fin-
cere heart, hee looksto the fpivit of the Command, and if hee do
not obferve that, hee hath no peace; if you keep the whole Law in
the letter , and give way to your felves to fail many, and do not
fincerely indeavour to ogey all according to che fpirit, your fpirits
are unfound. Hee that will fee God with comfort, muft not only
obey the letter of the Command, but muft bring his heart to the
fincere Obedience of the (pirit of the Command,

5. Hee will not only obey God only sn the Matters but inthe dtanner,
not only inthe ﬁ:ﬁ‘ﬂ:mrr, Out snthe corcwmflance of the Command,

Hee isnot only confciomable to obey God inwhac hee com-
mands, but his heartis wrought to a confcionablenefs in the Obe-
dience, An unfound heart looks no furcher than the (ubftance of
the Command, ithee bave but prayed, it been at Church, hee
thinks all is well, hee looks no further.  But now a found fpiric,
hee looks to the circumftance, as well as the fubftance, themanner,
as well as the matter of the command.  When hee prayes, hee
labours to pray fervently, faithtully.  When hee heirs, hee will
hear humbly, truitfully, when hee obeyes, hee deires to obey
willingly, chearfully,&c. Wee lay, bonum cft ex integrii canfi, Sue
malum cx guolibet defectn, Take any action, if either the Principle
whence it doth arife bee not good, thac the action arife from cor-
rupt Principles, {clf-love, carnal tears; orit the purpofes bee noc
good, that the aims and ends bee carnal, or it the circumftances
bee not good, 1t {poils the action.  If wee pray, and pray not fer-
vently, it wee hear, and hear not fruitfully, it wec obey, apd o-
bey not willingly. if wee fhew mercy, and do it not chieartully, if

you

.
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you fanctitic the Sabbath, and not with delight, allis worth no-
thing.

There are fome circumftances acceffory, fome necellary, fome
wherein the being, and fome wherein but the well-being of a
ducy dothconfift. And if you abftraét thefe from them, the dury it
is worch nothing. Take away fervency, and humility from I'ayer,
take away faithtulnefs and fruictulne!s trom hearing, take away
willingnefs and delight from Obedience, all is nothing worth,  So
much for che firft Charadter of fincere Obedience, Univerfi-

lity,

2, Character,
Sincere Obedience is fuch an Obedience, which doth 1. Come from o Righeneliol
right fpring. 2. 1swronght by a vight Rule. 3. Ina right manner,
4 Toarightend, 1 puc all together, that I may not multiply
too much,

Lo Sincere Obedience arifeth from aright fpring, a found Obedience
arifeth from found Principles, ~ A foul renewed, a foul univerfally
fanctified, and principled from above. Such as the Principle
is, fuchis a mans Obedience, dead Principles, and but
dead Obedience, unfound Principles, and unfound Obe-
dience, A mans a&ions can go no higher than his Principles.
There muft beeagood tree, betore good fruit, the perfon muft
bee good, before the actions canbee goodj if there bee a crack in
the perfon, all is naught.  Now this fincere Principle which is the
fpirit of all our Obedience; it is nothing elfe buc an entire and (pi-
vicual frame of Grace and Holinefs fet up in che fou), whereby a
man is renewed and changed. Which s called in Scripture, 4 new
Creation, awriting of the Law in the heart, Regencration, Remova-
tion, Refurveitlon ;rom death to life, and a forming Chrift an ihe foul,
As it hath arelpect ro the heart, the feat of thefe Principles, it bor-
rows five names.

Itiscalled 1. A found hearr, in oppofition to an unfound, a
falle fpiric. 2. A pertedt heart, in oppofition to an Hypocritical
fpiric. 3. And afingle heart, in oppofition to 3 doublenefs of fpi-
rit. 4. Anhoneft heart, inoppolitionio a deceitful heart, 5. A
whole heart, inoppofition toa half, a divided fpirit which God
hates, And wheré Qbedience is fincere, itarifech from fuch a (pi-
rit, A found, perfeét, &c. {pirit.

2. ASs it comes from a right rife, fo hee walks by aright Rule in his
Obedience, and that’s the whole will of God revealed in his Word;
if God faich, do, hee doths if God faith, do noty hee will not do, .
It hec have no command from Heaven, hee ftands ftill like a thip
becalmed, and wanting 2 wind, hee will not ftir.

Thofe things which are motives to others move not him. But
when acommand comes, his fails are filled, be is carried on with
ftrengeh in obedience toie. Col, 4. 12. Wee have the famg

me-

1. Spring,
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wnetaphor ; Bee filled with all che will of the Lord, let the will
of God, his command, bee the only motive, that carries you
onin the fervice of God.  Thus you feeit was with Dawid, he
had refpect to the Commandements, he had not refpect to the
world, to men, to his ownends, advantages, whichare the fpring
of others obedience, but hee hath refpeét to the Command, he
eyes thar, hee will obey if there be a Command,

A Sincere heart dothnot only do things good in themfelves.
and fuch as God hath commanded, but hee doth them becaufe
God hath Commanded them; Gods preceps are the ground of bis
practife,Pfal. 119. 4,5. Thou haft commanded us to keep thy Preceprs.
Oh that my ways were direéled, &,

3 He obeys atter anighe manner, &c.

4 He levels his actions to right ends,

As nothing below God s the fpring of his obedience ,  fo no-
thing below God is the end of his obedience, — Gods grace is thie
fpring, Gods glory is the end of all his obedience.  An unfound
heare hach bafe and unfound ends, credit, repute, profit, efteem
or thelike. Hee now makes not che world his end y no not the
world tocome; the falvation of his {oul,the end of all his obedi-
ence. Indeed thisis a fecondary, a fublervient, a fubordinate
end, but not the ultimate end, the primavy,the univerful end; Gods
glory is the Sea, to which all his actions like fo many rivers move
and bend.  Itis true I grant, thacother ends may creep into che
performance of good actions , and thae not only lower , but
bafer ends than this.

But wee are todiftinguifh between a mans fetled , and his
fuggefted end, amans fetled end may becone ching, yee his fug-
gefted end bee contrary , God reckons according to the fetled
end, the univerfal purpofe and frame of hus Ipiric, and not accor-
ding to fuggefted ends. It is inchis cale asit may bee with a
man that {hoots at amark, hee aims aright ac the mark, but
there may come a jog upon the elbow, which may carry the ar-
row another way, than hecintended. Or as it is with 2 man
that fets out to goto fuch a haven, he fets outaright, and fteers
aright by his compaffe,but the winds blow contrary and carry him
whether hee would not. But thenasthe Apollle , 1f'1 do the
thing 1 would not, it is no more 1, but fiune.  Ttwas Bernavds cafe,
hee had fet upon agood work, and levelshis action to the glory
of God, that was his aim, his end, but there were other ends fug-
gefted, pride, oftentation, vain-glory, which hee obferving, cn-
counters them in this mannex, e bs hine, ¢v. gethence, avoid,
you were not the ground of wy beginning  this work, nor will T
for you conclude this work. And it would bec our wildome,wiien
aman hath fet his heart aright in the beginning, when hee
hath fet out aright, ifany other ends bee iuggefted, to reject
them in the like manner, being neither the fpring of che action,
nor the end of theaétion, Obj.
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Obj. Kus you will fay further, 1sitrequifite for the clearing of the
fiacerity of our kearts, that wee have a comtinuall eye 10 the glory
of God in every aélion wee de? Is there required fuch an aitual
intention of the [pirit in every particular action, ¢c. that he fhould aim
at Gods glery ? )

Anf. Tor the Aniwer of this, I muftlay down this diftindti-

on.

Thereis fivlt aw acfual,

Sccondly, An habitual aime and intention,

Tor the firft of thefe, An alfual intention of the [pirit in emery
particular action that a man doth tothe glory of God. Itis utterly im-
poffible in tne ftate and condition of'gthis life, it is poffible for
Angelsand glorified Saintsto doit, for they are in Gods vifion,
and itis all their work in heaven, but ic is impoffible for us to do
it here below, no 1t was not pofsible for 4dam in his inno.ency
o doie,

But now {econdly, There is an habitnal inclination in us in cvery
aflion we do, to aim at Gods glory, though there be not theaétual
intention of the fpiritin every action we do, Itiswith us as witha
man travelling towards a town, hee thinks in the morning to go
to fuch atown; fuch a plice hee aims to bee at, at night; and
therefore fers out rowards it; and though hee doth not think of
this cvery ftep hee takes, yet its his purpofe in his journey to
reft chereacnight,  Oras e is with aman who comes to Church,
his end is to hear the wordof God, yet inevery word he hears
fpoken, he hathnot the thoughrof'his end upon his fpirit,
but heis there by vertue of his firftintention. So here though
inevery particular, theve bee not an intention of (piric to le-
vel thisor that o thisendy yetit is the drift and habitual (cope
of the fpirit, that Gods glory may bee the end of his actions.

Nay, Thirdly, Though wee are notable to doit in the aétu-
alintention, yet it muft bee our care to renew our habitual inten-
tion, and as farre as weecan, to draw up thefe habitual purpo-
fes, into aftual levellings of thefe .and thefe particular acti-
ons to the glory of God. There are fome go further in this
than others,

Aflure your felves, the nearer you come to an actual intention
of fpirit for Gods glory in particelar adls, the nearer youare
the life of heaven. How ever let us fo renew our firft thoughts,
habitual intentions, as that wee may thereby keep in the righe
path, the right way, till wee come to our journies end ar might,
So much intentiona Travailer holds up as to keep him in the right b
way, to keep him from going into by Paths,al:hou h not {fo much
as fhall make him in every ftep hee takes to think of his firft
intention, the end of his journey. So much for the fegond:
Character,

3. Chye
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3. Charaifer.

3. Suncere obedience is a fruitfull obedience.

It is a growing obedience, hee contents not himfelf with the
meafures hee hath , but labours after pertection, PAil.3, ver( iz,
1o the 1§. 1 hawe not yet attained, nor m already perfett, &re. A
fincere heart hee aims at the cop of all, hee looks at the work
it (¢lf, hee propounds not to himfelf a fhorter end than God
would have him reach unto, SGods end is his, and that's pes-
fection; hee defires conformity to the pattern in the mount, to
hee holy as God is holy, perfectas &c. An unfound heart hee
bounds and ftints himfelt; at thefe and chefe meafures, and de-
fires to go no further ; tulneffe of holinefle and pertection of
grace, is not hisaim nor defire, Hee may delire fo much, as
may ferve his own turns, and ends, no more; fo much as may
ferve his own ddvantages, hee defires; but cares for no more
than hee can make ule of inthe way.  As the Phyfician who doch
not defire excellency in the Science, yet he will cake in fo much
skill, as may ferve Kis turn and practice; buc hee caves noc for
more. The like T might fay of any other Aruift, whofe tpivicis
not taken with che beaucy of the things themfelves, yet he defires

{o much as may ferve ends. ‘ _
Even fo an unfound fpirit; whofe heart is nothing taken with

the beauties of holineffe , yer hee may defire o much as
may ferve his turns, his fecular advantages, but hee will have no
more. A Tradef-man will take in fomewhac, it may bee hee
will not fivear bloody oathes in the face of his cultomers, this
were to drive men away, this could noc ftand with his endsg if
heewere fuch aone, men would avoid himg and therefore hee
will take in fo much as will ferve his trade, and no more: thete
men defire the Talent, not for the mafters nfe, but for their
ownufe. Soin any other, Butnow itisocherwife wich a fincere
heart, his defirc is to abound in holine(s, he lees fomuch beauty
in God, that he cannot be atreft cill hee bee {wallowed up with
God, made all like him, hee fees fo much excellency in Crace,
that nothing but perfectionwill facisty him.Nay,ind e doth not
only make perfection his utmoft end, buc hee labours after per-
fection with his utmoft ftrength and endeavours. And the ground
of all chis, is, becaufe a fincere heart Jooks fingly to God,and
therefore ferves himwith all bis mighe; while a mans heare is di-
vided,his ftrength is alfo divided, That mans ftrength is not whole
for God whofe heart is not fo, But when God is made the one
of amans defires, the one of a mans affections, the one of a° mans
life and comfort, thenwill hee bee che one of a2 mans endeavours
too, andamandefires toferve God with all his mighe,  Such
men, again, give up themfelves to the fervice of God. Lord I

amthine, faith pavid, and therefore will do his work with all
their
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cheir ftrength.  As there are none more ftrong in the Devils
work, than fuch -as have fold themlfelves to ity as it was faid of
Ahbab, hee fold himfelf, ‘hee gave over his whole heartto fin: fo
there is none more - induftrious in Gods work, than fachas give
themfelves up to Gody fuch as pals over themfelves by deed of
gift o him. When 2 man can once ay truly with them iu 7fa. 44.
5. One ihallfay, 7 amthe Lords,dre, Thenis his whole mighe laid
out in the fervice of God. Thusa fincere Obedience is a fruitful
Obedience, an abounding Obedience, as God doth not ftint his
mercy to him, {o hee doth not his fervice to God. If indeed mer
cy had been bounded to us, wee had been undone, if hee had faid,
I'will pardon fome fins, but not all,” orif hee had faid, T will par-
don all, T will juftifie, but not fanétifie; or if hee had faid, I will
dathis, &c.but not; &c,  Well, there is the third Character.

_ 4. Charafer.

A fincere Obedience is a filial Obedience, it is the Obedience of a fon,
not of aflaves, it is woluntary, evangelical, free, willing Obedrence;,
not alegal, [ervile, and forced of;dgen_re.

Itis fet down as the Character in Pfal, 116.3. Thy people are
a willing people, devoted tohis laws and fervice; they are willing
to hear, Speak Lord, for thy Sevant beareths they are willing to dos
Lord, what wilt thou have mee to do¢ Hence thofe breathings and
afpirations of foul. 0! that my wayes,&c. There is no task too hard,
no imploiment too great, They are willing to fuffer too, to go
through good reports, and bad reports, through a Sea, and
through 2 Wildernefs, through the hotteft fervices, and ftrongeft
oppolitions for Chrift; it is a chearful Obedience, hee delights in
the Lawof God:  As it was faid of Chrift, fo it may bee faid of
him in fome meafuce. It was meat and drink 1o him 10de his Fa-
thers will; duties they are medicines to unfound fpirits, but meat
tohim, Hence David {ets down this fora Character of 2 godly
man, Pfal.x. 2. His delight isin the Law of Cod, and Pasl {peaks
of himfelf, chat his delight was in the Law of Gad, as concerning the
inner man.  And Dawvidhath itupand down, Pfal. 119, Lord,
how 1love thy Law! eccholikesin Pfal. 40. 8. 1delight to do shy will,
#hy Law is in my hearr, 'There wasa Principle within him agreeable
tothe Precept withouc him,  As the eye delights in feemng, the
earin hearing, {o the heart in obeying. ~ Actions of nacure, you
know they are attions of delight,  So of the new nature, Buc
this muft bee underftood,when the Principle within, wlich (hould

ecld Obedience, is not difturbed, for a8 it is in nature, though it

eeanatural act, and full of delight for the eye to fee; yet if the
eye bee offended orhurt, it will breed a tedioufnefs ifi the eyc to
doits natural aét, and thatin which tormerly it did take fo much
delight, -So here, though to obey and walk in Gods wayes, bee
acts moft futable to the new nature; yet if the fpirieual Principles
L X x within
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within bee wounded and hurt, it may breed fome kinde ot wearis
fomenefs and unwillingnefs in the {oul to obey for the time, which
may befal the deareft of Gods Children in diverfe cafes,in thefe 7,

1. They may bee damped with carnal affections,

2. They may bee tyred with the difficulty of the work.

3. They may bee pulled back with the prevails of corruption,

4. They may drive heavily under fome vexing and laft ng
temptation, ) :

s. Incafeof the fpirits withdrawment of himfelf, which is ei-
ther probational or penal. o

6. Ot in the cafe of negleéts of duty and communion with God.

7. Incale of fome dangerous relapté into former fins.

Any of which, may breed akinde of wearine(s and unwillingnefs
upon the foul; yetat that time there is fome willingnefs of the
{pirit, when there is a reluctance of the flefh, And the foul will
do its former works, though not with fo much cheartulnefs as for-
merly, yet with as much Obedience, and ferves God when hee
hides himfelf. : E

And thus much fhall now ferve for this ufe of Tryal.

Wee will adde anocher ufe, and conclude,

Ufe of Exhortation. Which hath four Branches.

1. Get a fincere heart.
Otherwife all you do is worth nothing : I fpeak unco you, who
do abound moft in duties, in performances; you, who pray, who
hear, Oh! doyou Labour t0ges a fincere hears in the midft of your per-
formances: When you do any publick work, look to your hearts,
bewate of bafe ends, bafe aims, leaft they creepin, and poifonall
your works, Beware of adouble eye, an cye towards God, and
aneye toward your felves, wheninoppofition. Let it bee faid
of all you, who put your hand toany publick works in thefe pub-
lick times, as it was {aid of a Royal Commander, thac in all his aéti-
ons hee placed oftentation behimde, and confcience betore him,
and fonght not the reward of a good deed from fame, but thought
the deed it felf done a {ufficient reward. Oh fo do you! And
when you have to do with more tJ:tri\.»':!.r:e duties , look to your
fearts, let your tongue and hearc anfwer one another; beware leaft
your heart give your tongue the lye, in {peaking that your heare
doth not defire, T have fhewed, this may bee done. Do you go la-
bour, that your heart may %o with your tongue, your affcétions
may go hand in hand with all your ex reffions ¢ Nay, rather let
your expreffions bee but as fo many breathings from the like af-
fections within, fo many ftreams iffuing from a fountain and {pring
of affections within, My Brethten, this is the greac thing I would
prefs uponyou. ‘The power of his Word, and light of his Truth
hath brought you I fuppofe toaform. Ihope few are among ygu.
ue
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but will feem to cary the - outward face of Religion. Few but
will pray, will hear, will do duty, Many favour Religion, who
have no {avour of it. It is my defire to exhort youwho do much,
that you would not lofe what you do, do much; and yet perifh ac
laft, T tell thee, if thou couldeft heap up mountains of praycis,
if weep a Seaof tears, it thou couldeft macerate thy felf wich fa-
fting, and humbling thy felt, as many thoufand years as the World
hath ftood minutes, from the Creation, yer without fincerity, ali
this is nothing.  What the Apoftle faith of charity, 1may fay of
fincericys i 4 fpeak with the tongues,cre. Wee read there fhall many
come to Chrilt at the latt day, and fay,have nor wee preached ¢ have
not wee prayed, and prophefied ¢ fafled? e ¢ They thought they
had great wrong done them, why fhould not Chrift fave them as
wellas any others ¢ why not accept of their works as well as of
others < and meaner than chele too,  Why here was che ground
and reafon, there was 2 want of fincerity, they had but ferved
them(elves m lerving hun, and therefore hee doth not own them.
Ol! thenler mee exhore you ally who are much in- duties, labour
to get fincerity to accompany all. You hear, you pray, &c. get
fincere hearts mhéaring, in praying, &c. Therather,

1. < Motive.

L. Becaufe fincerity fers a value and price upon the meaneft work,
it makes the meaneft al¥ion acceptable unto God, Wee read, Cant. 5.
1, Chrift is (aid to drink of the Milk as well as the Wine, toeas of the
Honey,&c. Thatis, to accept of the meaneftwork and perfor-
mance, when there is fincerity to accompany it, Milk, &c. A figh,
agroan, a tear, a breathing of the {pirit (hall finde acceptance
where the heart is upright, whicli I told you cannot bee, iF there
bee the love and liking of the leaft fin.  God delights more in the
imperfe® breathings of a fincere heart, when there is not ftrength
togring forth an expreflion, than hee doth in all the Aourifhes
and glorious expreffions ofan unfound heart.  Sincerity makes
the meaneft works mighty with Gods it puts weight and'value to
all, A work doth not make up the want of fincerity, but finceri-
ty vvill make up the want inawork, asin 4fuh, 1 King. 15.14.
hee vvill ovyn Jl{.’ vveakeft duty, if fincerity bee in ir; Hee vvill
not refule our vvorks, as vvee dogold, notbecaufe it vvants
goodnce(s, but greatnefs; hee vvill not reject them for vvant of
grains, if the gold bee good.  Hee hach a mercitul allovvance for
fuchvvorks, vvhere che heare is fincere in the doing of them,
though the things done bee attended vvith many imperfections,
And that’s the firlt Morive,

2. CMotive, :
3. Becaufe fincerity diftinguifbeth all onr works from the works of
#thers, Theday is comming, vvhen the perfons and vvorks of
men fhall bee diftinguifhed one fromanother, And as you vvould
X X2 have



have your perfons diftinguithed from others ac the greac day,
vvhen Chuift fhall come to feparate the precious and the vile, the
Sheep from the Goats, the good from the bad: you vvould then
bee glad to have your vvorks diftinguithed, vvhen all the
vvorks of men are to bee tryed and burned vvith fire, to fee
whether they will indure tryal, yeaor no; you would bee glad
then to have fomething in your works, to diftinguith them
from others that are to perifh. Why then, it ever you would have
that, labour now to get Sincerity. Sincerity will do chis, it
will et {uch a ftamp, fuch a Character upon chem, as no falfe
coin, no work of any Hypocrite can have, and therefore Ja-
bour for it.

3. CHotive,

3. Bmt.yc othernife all thy prayers, thy tears, thy duties, all i
loft, and that &5 a fud mft. If 2 man had laid out much pains
and coft about a work , hee would bee forry to lofe all hee
had done for want of alittle more. You have done much, it
may bee, (uffered much in the wayes of God, would you nqt now
lofe all your former labours, all your prayers, all your tears,
your many fad hours fpent in the wayes of godlineffe, would

ou not fofe all in conclufion; Oh! labour to get a fincere

eart: if not, you will affuredly lofe the things you have
wrought, God will never ownthem. Though the things bee
materially good in themfelves, as whac better chan praying, hea-
ring¢ &c. yetifthe heart bee not fincere in them, God will
never own them, You feeit in the firftof Ifuiah : the works were
good, and fuch as God had commanded, fuch as his fonl delight-
ed in, yet wanting this fincerity, all was nothing, &c.

4. Motive,

4 Brc:mfr fincerity i the cb{:feﬂ thing God eyes in men, the
masn thing which God now defires wuder the Gofpel. God looks
not for a legal perfe@ion from you, in refpect of legal, attual,
univerfal, perfonal Obedience, hee defires fincerity, and that un-
der the Gofpel, is perfection.

g g 5 Ui-fou'fvr} fudef

s. Sincerity will afford us comfort in the [addeft times, of onr foul
or body yin eur }f:'rim:fﬁ; and umlv;fm’ forrows, &e. when w};{'r r)ﬂ:{;gg
cannds minifter comfors, when dusics and prayers mwft fland afar off,
and are not able to yeach forth any comfors 1o us, yet fincerity can, In
the greateft darkneffe of the foul, when the toul is compaffed
with thick darknefs, fincerity will opena Calement, and thereby
Jetlighs into the foul, Pfal, x12, 4. #no the upright shere arifech
light in darknefs, in the darkeft; whereas Hypocrily is like painced
windows, keeps out light; Sincerity will be like windows of Glafs,
tranfparent,let in light, 6 Motive,
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6 Motive,
€ Sincerity doth fencethe heart againft apoftacy, Partial and To-
) g pofiacy,

tal.
Wee will now come to the means to get a fincere heart , Cure Hypocki

in which T fhall indeavour to apply my felf to the cure of an &: . .
hypocrite, T Whic i
But before I come to lay down the means of cure, I muft tell
you this,
v It s adifficult chre.

2 A painful cure.
1 A difficult cure, Ttisone ofthe hardeft cures are wrought 1 Hid o cure

upon the fouls of men. A cure feldome wrought, Wee have
heard of a bloody and Idolatrous Manaffes ; an unclean Mary,
an opprefling Publican, a perfecuting Pau/, and many other fear-
ful, and great,open, and notorious finners wrought upon, brought
tolife, Bur where have weread of the return of a Fudas, of a
Simon Magns * wheredo wee read of one example of fuch as
have been grolle hypocrites, who have afterwatd been favingly
wrought upon?

I confeffe it is all one with God, to do the one,as the other,
it is as eafy with him to change the heart of an hypocrite, as any
other, for infinite power and grace knows no ditference, butit is
a_thing nor (o ulually done; And though as ealy in refpe&t of
God, yet more difficult guosd nos.  And o I would have you un.
derftand me, that the difficulty isin re(peét of us. e

r Itis hard to convince fucf': a man that hee needs s cure, you y g
feeitin Rew, 3. verl. 16, 17. God tells them they were lukes Convince.,
warm, neither hot nor cold, there was their diftemper; and
yet you fee what thoughts they had of themfelves, in the 17.
verl, Thou (ayeft, thou art vich, and increafed ingoods, and haft need
of mothing, and knoweft not shat thou art wretched , and miferable,
and poor, and blind, and naked. So you fec ic is hard to convince
fucha man. Another maniseafily convinced, the very lives of
them whoare holy, are convictions to his Conlcience, and if the
word be held out, he is ready to fall down, as not able to ftand
up under the light and evidence of it.  Infuch men wee havea
friend within them, even their own natural confciences are on our
fide, and ready to take part with us againft themlelves, and fly
in their own faces, telling them fuch and fuch things oughe not
to bee done.  Butnow in the other , ncither the examples of
holy men, nor precepts of the word, do {0 farre convince thems
for in outward appearance, they walk as blamelefly as thebeft.
Nay and natural Confcience is al(o for them, and being fatisfied
with fome general performances of duty, is ready to take pare
with them, and to withtand any conviétion that can' bee alledg-

ed, You fee this in the Scribes and Pharilees, chey Lwnwd
lame-
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blamelefly in the general to the eyesof theworld, as you hearby
his confeffion in oppofition to the Publican; and they fafted
and prayed, and did much, and by that the mouth of confci-
ence was ftopped, the quarrels of confcience were anfwered,and
you finde how hard it was for Chrift himfeik: ro convince them.
They were fo far from being convinced by his example,that they
thought themfelves more frict than hee s he did, but chey would
not accompany themfelves with finners, and theretore they gave
ou the wasa wine bibber; a glutton,a friend ot Publicans; and for
his doctrin, this was fo farre from convincing them, that the
thought their lives more ftrict than his precepts; they were fol):
lowers of the Law, exa@ and rigid in legal obfervances, and
thought his doctrin too licentious, too full of liberey for them, So
thatis the firft, it is hard to convince them,

2 [t is hard to humble them. Humiliation follows convition,
if hard to convince, hard to humble. Do wee denounce threat-
nings againft finners¢ alas! they are nove of them, thefe threac-
nings do not concern them but othersy  for their pares they
walk unblameably in the world. It is not the mercyes, nor
the judgements, the promifes, nor the threatnings , the word,
nor the worksof God which humble chem. In others there
may be fome natural tendernefs , fome remorfe of fpirit when
they hear of Gods judgemencs againtt {in.  Buc for chis mang
it is not all the terrors of the Lord mot all the humbling breaking difeo-
werys a{ fins or Judgemint which faften upon btz 1o bumble him.  No
mans heart {o hard as the Hypocrites, hee hath not only a natu-
ral hardneffe, but 2 contraéted hardnefle; nay a fortified and
ftrengthened hardnefle, his heartis fortified againgt all veproof,
againft all the denunciations of wrath and judgement. You have
a tafte of it in the Scribes and Pharifees.You know they were Hy-
pocrites, hee whoknew their hearts, better than they knew
their own, tells themfo.  And it was not all the miracles hee
did in his life, nor all the wonders which hee {hewed ac his death,
which could break and humble their hard hearts; you {ee the Sun
was darkned, the carth guakes and trembles, the vail of the Temple
was yents the graves opens the rocks cleave afundcr, yet all sthis dosh nos
move their bard hearts.

3 1t is hard to reclaim them, for

1 The Devil hath got greater power in thewn than in o-

thers,
2 The Forts of Sinne and Satan are more ftrengthned in

them,

3 The means of reclaiming lefle cfficacious. Hee is able to
fit out Sermons and duties without any manuer of working up-
on his fpiritat all, That which moves others,moves not him,which
works upon the hearts of others, doth leave his heart unwrought

upon, Heis a man,as I told you, prayer-proot, Sermon-proof.
an

[T



and Ordinance-proof; no Mercy , no judgemient, no promife;
iio threatning, no word, no works, no prayer, no Sacramens,
ho phyfick , no falve, fio counfell; rio advice, no light of na-
ture, no light of éxambple, no private help, no publick exho-
tation prevails with hisheart; hee’s a man in the fore-lorn hope;
his condition neer defperate. Cuftomein the ufe of things, doth
take away the power of working. You fee in your bodies 2
little thing works upon the humors, when you are not ufed to
ir; whereas if accuftomed t0'it, a much greater will hot flit the
humors. o x ox T wm g
I have read that Mithridates by accuftoming himfelf to eat
Poyfon, at laft durft ¥enture upon poyfon as meat, nothing
did hurt him. The cuftomable ufe of things, takes away the
power of working. Soit is here, the cuftome of Ordinances in
aformal way, doth takeaway the power of working by them.
You feeitinthe Sacrament; may bee, when you came firft to the
Sacrament, then Confcience had fome natural tendersiefl in g,
and youcame rremblf:f to this Ordinance, fearing left you'
ﬂlouﬂl prophane it, andbythat eit and drink your own Condemnas
tion. But now the cuftome of prophanarion, hath raken away.
the terror of prophaning this Ordinancey now you cotme and
treroble not.  So for the word, time was; when Confcience was
greenand tender, that theword came with more majetty, more
authority on your fpirits, 'Every command camie with powet,
every threar came with trembling;'but now you can fir undér
the moft powerful, quickening, conviatirg, dwaking, difpenfa-
tions of it, and your [ouls fiever moved. And hence is it, that
your cuftome with the Ordinances in a cuftomary - way, takes off
the life;and power; and workings 6f Ordinances, As ciftome
In fin doth harden the heart, and makes the heart more diffi-
cult tobee wrought upon: fo ¢uftome in duty if it bee done in 2
formal cuftomable way. I would rather deal, and fhould have
more hopes of doing good to him whois opénly prophane, noto-
rioufly wicked, than fuch a man who lyes {oaking inder Ordinan-
ces, and goes on ina formal and cuftomable performance of thef¢
dutys, without any fpirit or life in the doing of them, Thus you feé
the firft, ‘ths a difficule cure. o ; o - T
2 It is a painful cures It will coft thee muth pain cﬁr:_‘l’”m“
mahy gripes and greifs, many Prayers and tears; much hu-
miliation and (otrow befote itcan be wroughe, Nay, ti§scure
wrought by undoing all that thou haft dohe, thod muft unravel all,
unpray thy prayers undo thy fervices, Thou muft not go forvard in
the way wherein thou art, bat muffcome batk all the way thou
haft gone,and go another way, if ever thoucome 16 heaven, And
this will coft a man fome pain, Suppole a man Were foing to fome
lace, and had gone muchof his journey, were now come, (as
Eee thought) near his journeys end, and ohe fhould geme to’
. ' hind,




him, and tell bimy Sir you are clean out of the way,
you muft go back again, unride all this way you have
come , &c.. O! how irkff;me, how hardly would this down
with 2 man_at the end of his journey ¢ elpecially the way
being pleafant wherein hee was , and full of delight, but the
other rough and foul in which hee wastogo. Alas!would hee
fay, is there noway but turning back ¢ is it not pofiible to ftrike
over? this isirkfome. Why foisit with 4 man here, it may
be thou haft (et cut for heaven, and thou haft gone all thy life in
a fair finooth way, and art now come, as thou thinkeft; even to
theend of thy journcy. And will itnot bee'a bard thing for
a man to turn back, to beginin another way, and that a ftrait-
erarougher, and adeeper wayz Why I rell thee, this muft
bee done before ever thou come to heaven,

Itiswith a found Chriftian and an Hypocrite, asitis with two
men, at the top of two houles in a narfow flreet, one
would think thac they could eafily come to one anuther,
eafily reach, but the wuth is,. hee muft come down the
height where heeis, before hee can go up to him: A groffc and
open finner, is nearer-to him, than a formal hypocrite. As
Chuit faich, Eafier for Publicans and Harlots Gre.

And now judge, isitnota very hard thing and difficule, for
aman toundoe all heée hathdone, to give upall for loft, to come
down from the height to which hee hach actained, not without
much pains. To turn back that way, wherein hee hath rid-
den with much difficuley. . This is a.hard thing, &c. whar flefly and
blood can bear this. . . ,

Sothat it is not only a difficultsbut a painful cure.

1 Inrefpeét of the medicines that are to bee applyed; hard
ﬁhyﬁck, humbling, lancing, cutting difmembring,cutting off righe

ands, &c. ' _

2 In refpe& ofthe diftemper wherewith thele medicines are
to encounter, &

3 Inrefped of the pains, gripes, gricts, you muft endure in the
cure. . -

But this I cannot infift upon. The truthiis, the cure is fo pain-
full, that your fpirits would rather continue the difeafe, than
fubmit to the plaifter. . Buc now though the cure be difficult,
“tis poffible, ‘us eafy with God, though hard to us, And it
God have given theea heart to defirea cure, and a fpiric wil-
ling to fubmit to any means may bee ufed, it 15 a fair
way towards che cure. Well thento come o the cureic (alf,
Eavmg_ l[earched‘thy {pirit, and upon diligent fearch difgovered

ocrify.

YIP' I..ngour to convince thy heart of the evil and mifchief of an
unfound fpirit. . Itisa thing which makes thy perfon, thy per-
_formance odmous unto God, hee.hates thy perfon, hee hates thy
: Prayers

-
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prayers, asyoulve, Ifa. 1. 14. Your new Moons, and your Sabbaths,
and your appointed feafls, my foul haseth them; which yetwere high
extraordinary fervices,  And now judge whata fearful thing itis
to {tand under the hatred ol the great God of Heaven and Earth,
What doft thou think will bee the end of thee s why you fhall
fee, Matth. 24, and che latt, Thow fhalt bee caff sntothe lake which
burnes with fire and brimftoie, and not only caft in, but into the
hotteft place, where there thall not bee a drop of water to a lake
offire.  Foricis faid of all other finners, that they fhall have
theiv poreion wich Hypocrites.  The Hypocrite fhall have che
largeft portion, hee is the top of that black crew of dumned
fouls, Tor the prefent thou lolett all the good in Earch which o-
thers do injoy, and for che future thou lofeft all the good in Hea-
ven, which others fhall injoy. Nay, and thou gaineft forer;
{harper, more unfupportable dunnation, than others fhall haye,
Thy duties, thy prayers, thy hearings which would have mini-
ftred comfort to thee, if they had beenright; do now aggravate
and increafe thy torment, being unfound. Every Sermon, Prayer,
Duty, is but as another Rick carvied to thac fixu&ture of fire, to
make it hotter, and greater for thee, becaufe done withan un-
found fpirit. ' _ ‘

2. Confider there isa God.  Acheifme is a greac ground of
Hypocrily, and there is no man more an Acheift, thanan Hypo-
crite.  Well then, think cthereisa God. I tell thee, the very
beleet of this would ftrike'down many bafe ends, which thou haft
inthy fervice of him, And think him to bee fucha God as hee is,
That this God is an all-fecing God, -one who fearcheth the heart,
who tryeth thereins, - One who knows the fecret turnings and
windings of thy deccitful foul. Though thon mayeft diffemble
it with men, bee one thing uponthe ftage, another thing in the
tyring houfe; one ching inaction, another thing in heare and affe-
&ion. Yetthou canft not diflemble with God, before whom
thou lieft open, cut up to the back bone, anatomized, all thy in-
ternals are feen, as the Word fignifiesin Heb. 4..x 3. C

This thought brought home, and (uffered to lye upon thy (pirit
in ferious confideration, would e'ne half work the cure, it would
cure all grofs Hypocrify; ftrike down all by-ends, and bate ends,
which chy fpirit 2ims at in the doing of holy duties,and vvould do
muchin the cure of clofe Hypocrites,in the mending of falfe Prin-
ciples; an honeft hearc vvould not bee falle to God, though God
fhould not fee him, hee loves God, hee is the fiiend of God, and

ou knovv a friend vvill bee true to his friend,as vvell abfent from
1m as prefent vvith him, vvhen hee fees him not; as vvell as
vvhenhiseyes are onhim, .But Tam not novy to deal vvitha
true fincerehearr.  Tam laying dovvn means for the cureof a
falfe heart, and a great one thisis. Think and beleeve- there is
a2 God, and this God anall-feeing God, vvho knovvs thy heart

; Yy - : - and
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and fpirit. Andas heeisall eye ro ee, tokee is all hand co punifh
thee, if thy heart bee not found vvith him.

3. Means of cureis;  Thou wuft bee nevy made, the vvay
to mend thee, is tonevv make thee; thou muit bee all undone
agawtaken in peeces, and made up again,before ever thou canft be
better.  Some peecing and patching up vvill not ferve the turn,
buc thou muft have a nevv making, betore thou bee berter. There
is no mending the ftream, till there bee an healing of the fountain,
The fountainand {pring within thee is infected and corrupted, the
heart is unfound, and what can bee expeéted from an unclean
heart, but uncleanats ¢ from an unfound fpirit, but unfound fer-
vices# and therefore this muft bee made new before ever you bee
cured.  Thou muft have a new Judgement, for thou feeft by a
talle light.  Thou muft have a new willy for this is corrupt.
Thou muft have a new heare, for this is defperately wicked, Itell
thee, there is no mending thee, but by new making thee, You
may go and patch up your felves, but it is but like the purting of
a new peece of cloth into an old garment, it breaks out again, and
the rent will bee made worfe.

4. Is Prayer, which is inflar omnism. Oh! deflire God with
David, to make thy heart found in his Statutes, found in Prayer,
found in hearing, found in obedience. Thatall thou doeft may
arife from right Principles, have aright rife, go by arightrule,
and bee direéted to a right end. Pray that God would give
thee found Principles, and found purpofes. That that little mea-
fure of Grace hee implantech in chee, may bee accompanied wich
abundance of fincerity and truth of heart.

And having gotten a fincere heare, let it bee your care to fence
and guard your heart againft Hypocrify.

I will give you but one prefervative which i this,

1. Before yougouponany duty, clear the fincerity of your
hearts, make your end as high as may bee.Set our aright, loofe off
well, begin in God, in Gods ftreagth, in Gods grace, in Gods
affiftance. A good beginning, will make as good aclofe.

2. When thou art upon the duty, then look to thy heart, fuf-
fer no bafe, no by-ends to ftealin, to poifon all thou doeft. Keep
thine eye ftedfalt upon God in the doing of the duty. Do the
duty asif there were no men, no hopes, no fears, no rewards in
the VWorld, as if none but God and thou were inthe World,

3. Afterwards when the duty is done, if there hath been any
thing, if God have quickened, inlarged, inflamed, humbled thy
heart, give God all the glory, Beware leaftir bee with thee,
asit was with Pau/, and his company, thar when afireis kindled,
aviper come outof the heat. Hath God kindled a fire in thy
heart, warmed, inflamed thy fpirit 7 Oh ! beware that a vipet
come not out of the heat, a viper of pride, of vain glory, Know
this, they that feek Gods glory in the work, will give God the
glory, when the workis done, If then there have been an
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7ond, ler God inhericall the glory; but if any evily take it to thy
{:Af, for it came trom thee, and letir bee thy work to lament it,
to bec humbled for ic. .

And now this Rule will bee of {pecial ufe.  There ave feur
ufes.

1. This will fence thy hearr, goard and frengthen thy
heart againft Hypocrify; this will keep out Hypocrily, here is no
place ot entrance tor it.

2. Te will keep down Hypocrify; for Hypocrify gets no ground
fo long as it is feen and mourned for.

3. Thisclears the heare in the main, that thou art no Hypo-
ciite, though theremay bee Hypocrily in thee, yec being feen,
fought agaft, mourned for, refifted; itreigas not, it fhall not
denominare thee an Hypocrite,

4. Tt will clear thee of the fin of Hypocrify; God will never
charge thee tor that which chou chargelt thy felf withall; hee
will notimpute that to thee which thou imputeft to thy felf.
That winch is thy mifery, God will never impute to thee as fin,
Hypocrily feen, mourned for, fighed under, refifted , foughe
and prayed againft, thall never bee a condemning Hypoen(y,
And to much (hall now erve for the firft branch of the exhorta-
tion, with the motives to get fincerity, with the remedies to cure
Hypocrify, and prefervatives agamft ie,

Second Branchof the Exhortation is, Having gotten, labour to
clear thisto your own fouls, that your hearts are. fincere. It is
a thing poffible to bee clearcd, a man may come to evidence to
himfelf the {incerity of his own graces and gracious performances,
Andit isa thing neceflary to bee known, in relpet of your
peace, of your comtort,  So neceflary, that you can neicher live
with comfort, nor dye with comfort, unlefs you bee able in
fome mealure to clear the fincerity of your hearts, the integri-
ty of your fpirits. And Dbeing a thing {o neceffary , T will
here lay down fome Rules and divections ; for ¢he begter inabling
of you to this prefent duty,

I, Km’f.

Yo Makea throughand found [carch, deceits lye low, Hypocrify is
[pun of a fine thread, and is not difeerned withowt diligens fearch. A
falfe cvidenceis the fruit of a tuperficial fearch.” Though grofs
Hypouiify is feen without fuarch, yet clofe Hypocrify muft bee
narrowly fearcht into, otheswile you fhall not bee able to difco-
verit. Here yon mult not only read over your felves in your
actions, bucinyour affections, not only in your praifes, but al-
fo in your Principles. Hypocrily lyes low, icis a root fin, The
heart of rian és deceitful above mm&w, faith the Lord, who knows
¢ Jer.17. 9. likea cefted picture, on the one fide an Aligcl,
enthe othera Devil. And Imuft tell you, thar fin lyes arthe

Yye bot-
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bottome of a decetful heare, and cheretore ie will ask fome paing
to difcoverit. Tt was a faiv fpeech of the Children of Ifracl,
Deut. 5.29. Whatever the Lord thall iy unto us, wee will do,
And itmay bee they meant as they (paketor the time, they
were not aware ot'ci,ecc:: m their hemrs.  But hee that faw {fur-
ther into them, than they into themlelves, dilcovered deceit to lye
at the botrome,below,which they were not aware of,and therefore
it follows, O that there were fuch an heart inmy people ! alas!
it is but a prefent pang of conlcience, there is no fuch heare in
them. Soic was well (poken of Hazael, 2 King, 8. 12, 13, when
Elifha told him what bloody crueltics hee fhould exercife towards
Ifvacl. Isthyfervant a Dog, faith hee, hee thought the Pro-
phet did him'a great deal of wrong; what, (hould ever hee exer-
cife fuch beaftly cruelty 2 but hee faw not the bottome of his
heart, aswas feenafter inthe next Chapter.  Soirwas well {po-
ken by them in Fer. 42.6,7. 20,21, When the Princes defired
Feremy to inquire of the Lord, whether they fhould go, and
bound themfelves with an oath to obey, whitherfoever God
bade them -go, they would go. But there was a deceit Ly low,
they had a fecret refolution to go into Egypt, and thought God
would have fent them thither, and then tfley would have been ta-
ken for an obedient people. But whenthe meflage came contrary,
they fhewed the falfenefs and hollowne(s of their fpirir, and fall
into flaccontradiétion againft theword of the Lord. The word
that thou haft fpoken wee will not do. And therefore feeing
the heart is fo exceedingly deceitfull, there is grear need of tho-
rongh fearch and tryal of our fpirits. If you take the firft
verdiét the heart gives up, you are likely to bee deceived, and
therefore wee are to obferve the Apofties Rule, 2 Cor. 13.5. 10
examine and prove; that is,not only to examine,and {o take the firft
Evidence the heart gives up, but prove the Evidence, whether
it bee true or no. Deceits lye low. As for example,
Enquiry is made whether Thave Faith, &c.

2, Rule.

2. Labour to acquaint thy [elf with the moft fure and clearing Fvi-
dences of fincerity, andtry thy heart bythem. It may bee, thou
heareft the Word, and perhaps with joy, thou bewaileft fin, and
perhaps with tears; thou avoideft grofs fins with care, thou op-
pofeft common corruptions with zeal. Al thefe are comfor-
table fignes, but they are not infallible evidences of Grace. For
what is in all this which 4hab, which Sau/, which Hered,which Fu-
dashadnotr  Itisa greatdeal of wildome in the wyal of our
felves, to bee acquainted with thofe forts of evidences, which
are of a clearing nature, of which I will give you two pro-
perties.

1, Thofe Evidences which are clearing, are fuch as the

Word
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Word doth countenance; What ever evidences the Word doth
not countenince, they are bur the prefumptions of our own heart,

and never give us comfort inlite or deach, Itis the book muft catt

us,or clear us,at the laft day.

A fecond propcrt}( of clewing evidences, They muft bee
fuch as are wniverfally recipracal, diftinétive evidences. That
is, fuch evidences as are incompatible with any whofe hearts are
not fincere, and concomitant with them whofe hearts are fincere,

They muft bee fuch as are effential toa Chriftianasa Chriftian,
If there bee any who hath them, and is not a Chriftian, is not fin-
cere, or any, whois a Chriftian fincere, and hath them not, they
are not right,  They muft bee fuchas do manifeft every perfon
in whom they are to bee fincere, and do difcover, where ever
they are not, what ever fhews they have, they are noc fincere.

I havetold you formerly onanother fubject, that what ever
another man may de or have, and yet not bee in Chrift, yetnot
bee fincere, will never beea fufficient evidence to mee, that ha-
ving or doing that, Iam fincerc, And by thefe two properties
there will bee a grear deal caft down from being clearing eviden-
ces, if T hadume to infift on them. Thou prayes, thou hears,
thou doft much in the ways of God, but this wiﬁ not bee enough
to clear tlr‘?( fincerity, for 1 have fhewed you that aman may do
all this, and more too, yet not fincere, an! therefore thele will
bee no clearing evidences. And therefore let us go by thisrule,
examine what are thofe clearing evidences of your fincerity, and
examine your {elves by them,

Obj. Bat bow fhall 1 knowwhat are thofe heart-clearing evidences,
that (o 1 may examine my [elf by them?

Anfw, T have fhewed you fome properties, you fee of e-
vidences of this nature. T havealfo caft down many from being
fufficient to clear your fincerity, Wee will now give you fome
which are clearing evidences,

1 Soine taken from the difpofition of mourning. Demonftrard-

1 An Hypocrite cannot mourn for all fin, itmay be hee ons of finceri
may mourn for general, for common, and fenfuall finnes, but not Pt P’
tor clofe, fpirituafand fecret finnes, his unbeleet, hishypocrify, Sin,

ride.
¥ 2 Anhypocrite cannot mourn for finas fing for fin in its own
nature, but as clad with wrath and punifbment. Now then, if God
have given thee aheart to mourn for all fins, and for finas fin;
itis an evidence of thy fincerity.

1 An hypocrite cannot mourn for the want of fulnefs of ordi-
nances. 3 Nor can hee mourn for want of any Ordinance, out
of difcovery of the beauty and excellency in them, Now then, if
God give thee a heart to mourn for, &c.

An Hypocrite cannot mourn for fins of others, nor2 for the 2 Tnfinof
wagt of growchin himlelf. If therefore God hath given thechfuch othicrse
a hearg

1 Of Qrdinan®
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o Leart &e, thou muft conclude chine ovin hucerity,
2 Lo matter of defives.
He cannot defire the deathof allfin, hee hath fome daling,

e

&c.

2 Hee cannot delire the death of any fin, as fin, bue for othee
tefpects. Itcherefore God bath given theea heare delirous o
bee purged, as wellas pardoned, that defires the deach ot ally and
of fin,as lin, &c,

Agunin point of defire of grace. 1 An Hypocrite doth not
defire ol grace, there are fome he would notown, hee loves not
univeri exeétuele, 2 Hee defires not any grace as grace, in it
own nativc beauty and excellency, but at times, death, &c. and
thenas a ttalking horfe. I therctore God hath given thee a heare
to defive znd thi ft ofrerall grace, exact conformity to God inall
things.and todddine rece,as grace,&e.

3 For matters of affeétions, 1 An Hypocrite cannot love God
for himlelf, 2 Hee cannot love God as God, as in his own na-
ture, {o contrary, If therefore God Latk given thee aheart to love
him for him{ell, &c.

2 Agun wnvards the Saints,

1 An Hypocrite hee loves not all dhie Saints, fome hee nuy,
notall, 2 Hee loves not the Saints as the Sainesy buc for othier
refpects.  If tharefore God hath given thee a licare to loveall
Samts, poor godlinefs, as wellas rach, graceinruflet and gray,
as well as grace in Silks, &c. And to love themyas Saints, as having
the image of Chrift en them, To have communion with rhcuf,
w love brotharly communion, tolove them mofty where you fee
moft grace, &,

sotor hawed.

1 He!l ates nocall fin, 2 He hates no fingas fin, if any ac all, Now
4 God hath given thee a heart, &c.

Soagain. 1 He loves not all the Ordinances. 2 He loves not
any Qrdinance asan Ordinance,  Hee hathno favour in an Or-
dinance, he hathno prizing of an Ordinance, hee hath no hunger
after an Ordinance, no rejoycing in an Ordinance, no care to wall
anfwerable to the Ordinances. It then God hath given thee a heart
todoall this, thefe are fpeciall evidences,

Thus you feein brief Ihave fhewed you a tafte of clearing
evidences, by which you may examine your own (pirits,
&c.

3 General Rule.

3 If you would clear yoar fincerity, then vemember this  Rule,
Take not up your evidences from the carriage ot your [pirits, ei-
ther when they are arbeft, or when they are ac worlt, but in 2
middle way; wherein thou art moft thy felf, thiswill beft clear
your fincerity. If chou feck for an evidence when thy fpiric is

ar
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at the worlt, thow may fometime finde it too low to afford thee any
thing 5 if at the beft, thou may find itto0 hich to be a continuing
evidence, and (o in the one thou maieft bee gifi:ouraged, inthe o-
ther deceived, many have flathes of affe@ion in fome pre-
fent heat, who yet have not foundneffe of (pirit in them,
Herod heard theWordwith joy, here was a heat, but all his joy
would not inable him to part wich his Herodias, no founduefie,
Let it be your wildome to take up your evidences in a middle
way, neither when atbeft, nor when'at worft, that is your moft
conftant frame, and that temper is moft thy felf; in ‘the other
we are cartied above our felves incomforts; “or caft below our
{elves in temprations, and there is no fire judging, not the be®
judging of the frame,

4 Rule.

4 Fudge not of the fincerty of thy [pirit by fome particular ac¥s But
fer the conftanc frame of your ipirits and general converfation
difcoverit.  If particular actions might determine the cafe, wee
thould fometime conclude thofe unfound, who are fincere, and
them fincere, whoare yet unfound, You may look uponachild
of God, and fee him fometimes to have his planetical ahd exara-
vagant motions, though the conftant courfe and bent of his [pivit bee
Godward. We read of David murthering, and committing adul-
tery, fearful fins ! Wee read of Fofeph {wearing, Fob curfing
theday of his Nativity, falling oucwith his fars, Foneh vex-
ing, Peter denying, Thomss not beleeving, And if you judge
by the particular Acts, though exceeding bad, you will condemn
the generation of the juft.

On the Contrary, you fhall fee Pharoah defiring the prayer
of Mufes, Balaam in a good mood, defiring to dye the deathof the
righteons, Saul condemning of himfelf, 4 hab himbling of himfelf,
Ninevey repenting , Felix tembling, Herod hearing Fobn Baptift
joyfully, And if we now judge by the[‘e,?:rticular actions, though
feemingly good, wee fhall juftify thofe whom -God condemns.

Woee have a maxime in Logick, that no general Rule can bee
ftablithed upon a particular inftance; and another, that.no parti-
cular inftance can overthrow a general rule.  $o here; 23 no man
can fafely conclude from no better premiles, thaa from fome few
adtions, though in themfelves materially and (ubQtantially good,
that the heartis therefore fincere.  So on the contrary, nd man
ought to conclude, becaufe of fome planetical and extravagant
motions, that a mans heartis unfound. : We are oot to judge
of fincerity, by fome particular actions good or evil, but wee
are to take up our judgement of our {elves by the general frame,
bentand difpofitionof a mans hearc, together with. his gene-,
ral and conftant converfation in the ways of God, and this will
beft difcover our felves roout felves, Somuch forshe fourth

Rule. Rule
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5. Rule.

5 The fifth Rule whercby we fhall be 1nabl v to clear the ﬁ'ncrr:’;yqf
onr hearts, isy Be carcfull o read your fpirits, and take exact notice
of your hearts at {ometimes more c[pcﬂ:rl])_'. God in the wil-
dome of his Providence, doth fingle out tome {pecial times,
wherein hee difcovers the hypocrify of the untound, and de-
clares the fincerity of hisown., It 1s very feldome that God
doth fuffer 2 mantoend his days, before hee have wyed him,
and (o dilcovered him one way or another, "I'he young man in the
Golpel went on fuirly tor along time, and 1¢is like ,  thought his
condirion good enough,but at laft you lee, Chr{ll put him to the
tryall, and by that dicovered to hin the unloundnefle of his
heart,  #erod heewent on fairely for a time, hee heard Fodu
hee heard him ofteny hee heard him gladly, nay | and 1'{'1'01'1116({
too inmany things, but'ac laft God dilcovered his unfoundnefs,
God uncaled him, and made kncwn che deceir of his hearr,
So Saul went on forawhile, but at Jalt God dilcovered him,
So Simon Magus and Balaam. And as Godhadh li}ncs for the
difcovery of Hypocrify in the wicked, fo heebach fome (pecial
times and .occalions , whereinhe doth difcover the fincerity of his
own people. - Mofeswas aholy man, but hee had the time of
his tryall, hee mighe have been eftecemed the fonne of Phg-
raohs’Daugheer, have cnjoyed all the plenty and honour of the
Courty but hee retuled to bee called the fon of Pharaoks daugh-
ter, ‘fleigheed .all ithat.honoury and chofe racher to (uffer affidi-
on witlt-the people.of God, than toenjoy the pleafures of fin,
which are but for - a feafon, here was the difcovery of his fincerity,
Heb 11, 24, 25. :

" Abrahim hee was a holy man, buc yet he paffed through times
of tryall too. And they. were great ones. To name but one,
God commanded bim to offcr np his ﬁu v facrifice, here was a triall,
agrodt triall, Gen. 22,22

1 Had hee been oy to have parted with a duiful Ser-
vant, ithad beenfomething,but to part witha Son, that is more,

2 IfwithaSon, yet but an adopted fonney che wyall had
not been 1fo grear, but this was a natural fon, _

-3 If with a nacural fon, yet if hee had been but one of many,.
thaticryall \had not been fo great, -bue chis was not only his own,.
bathisonlyfon. ©~ -

- 4 Itnyith his own Son,it with his only fon, yet if Abraham had
been young, and fo probable to have had more, the wyal had
not been fogreat.  Bue it was with his own, hisonly fon, and
the fon ot his old age; hee was never like to have mote, * . .

5 N:tjy'yct furcher, thoughhe had been, &c.yetit he had been
an Jfmael,and not an 2faac, the trial had not been fo greac, but i
was to partwith his 7faac, @ Child of many prayers, and of many .
promifes, dod inwhom lus heare. deligheed, o

6. And
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6, Andagain, ifhee had been to part with him in the ordinary
way of nature, by natural death, the tryal not fo great; but hee
was to part with him in a Sacrifice, wherein hee was to bee mang:
led and cut in peeces. '

7, But yet had another been che executioner of his child, it
had been fome mitigation: But Abraham himfelf muft bee his ex-
ecutioner, hee muft do this fad aét.

And not to do it among his friends, who perhaps might have
ftepe in, and comforted him in this tryal; but hee was to go three
dayes journey to anunknown place, and there hee was to take
away the life of him hee loved fo dearly. Yet hevein Abraham.
obeyed Gods command, and cherin (hewed his fincerity. When
the Precept of tryal might {eem to contradict the Precept of O-
bedience, when his dutiful Obedience to the one, might f{eem to
{fpeak his undutitulnefs tothe other; yetherein hee declared his
fincerity, Whereupon God tells him, now I know thou loves
mee, whennow thou haft madeit known, now thou hatt difco-
vered thy fincerity, feeing thou haft not with-held thy only fon,
Gen. 22. 12, here wasfincericy, now 1 know thos feareft gaa).' The
like I might inftance inFob, in David, in Mordecas, they had
their difcovering times,times of tryal, So that God doth ftill fingle
out fome fpeci;Ttimes ‘wherein hee difcovers the fincerity of his
own people.  And if you would bee ever ahle to clear your fin-
cerities, read the carriage of your hearts at thefe (pecial times.
One quarter of an hour may give a man furer evidence of his fin-
cerity or hypocrify, than all the time of his life befides.

There are five Ipecial times, wherein you may have the advan-
tage, if you bee careful, toread your own {pirits, to clear the fin-
cerity of your hearts,

1. Intimesof darkne(s and temptation. Read the actings
and goings out of your fpirits at fuch times; an unfound fpirie
willnow fall from God, defift in his duty, ftrike il, But the
found fpiric, hee will hold clofer to God; and follow him when
hee feems to forfake him, Hee will go on to love him, although
hee bee not able toclear whether ever hee fhall biee beloved
ofhim., Hee willrepent of {in, though hee bee not able toe-
vidence whether ever God will pardonfin. Hee will go onto
obey and ferve Gad, though hee bee not able to determine
whether ever God will reward his obedience or no. Such like
difpofitions do now break forth in a fincere heart, in the times of
greateft darknefs, which in times of clearer maniteftation have
no occafion to fhew them(elves. And thele are the moft undonbe-
edft evidences of your fincerity, which perhaps you fhall ever
meer withall in your lives.  As wicked men do difcover their
greateft corruptions in their higheft advancements; fo Gods
people do difcover, and exert,and put forth the higheft aéts of
grace intheir loweltand meanelt conditions, As the Sun (hews
[ greareft
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greateft glory whenit is loweft, when [etting. So, &c.

As Chluift fet out the greateft a&ts of divinity in his loweft
abafements, then hee fealed up the beams of the Sun, rent
rocks, graves open, the earth trembles, &c, Sothe Saints,
&c. This is that the Plalmift faith, wnro the upright there arifeth
light in darknefs, 'Where the heart is unfound, itis dark inthe
greateft light; foonthe contrary, thereis lighe in the greateft
darknefs. Hypocrify is like painted windows which let in no
light; fincerity is like windows of Glals.

Times ofma- 2, See how your hearts and fpirits work towards God, and
aifelacion ¢ owards fin in times of light, and clearer manifeftations of God,
Where the heare is untound, comfort doth him no good, hec will
do fomething ina ftorm, then perhaps pray, &c. but hee will do
nothing ina calm.Comforts make him more carelefs, more loofe,
more remifs in his Chriftian way.  Where on the contrary, hee
who hath a found fpirit, as hee is carried ftrongly towards God,
when hee with-holds his'manifeftations : {o if God do but letin
a beam of his Countenance into his foul, hee rejoyceth more in
it, thanina World, Nay, and thefe comforts do quicken him
to further duty, hee cannot lye ac anchor, bur hee muft launch
outinto thedeep, and lay out himfelf; his parts, his abilities,
&c. Thave fometimes told you that quicknefs and comfort may
bee feparated, aman may have comfort withour quicknefs, hee
may have joy withou life, But quickening was never feparated
from comfort, A man cannot have joy, but there will bee life,
&c. Affections are like tinder, and Comtfort like fparks, nota
{park of comfort can fall upon the heart, but the whole foul is
etafire, and carried ftrongly on after God. Comforts from
GCod ever lead the foul to communion with God,

3. See how your fpirits do work towards God, in times of
outward diftre(s and calamitiesuponyou. 1 An unfound fpirit,
hee is tor the moft part proud and impatient under Gods hand,
and ready to think God doth him wrong in afflicting him. But
where the fpiric is fincere, hee is humble, hee is patient, hee
layes his mouthinthe duft, kiffeth the rod, and accepteth of the
punifhment of his iniquity, as you {ee the phiale, Lewir, 26. 41,

Example in eAaron. 2. Again,an unfound fpirit, hee roars un-
E;f‘;'u’)ffi:, der the lafhes, cryes under the affliction, never complains of the
E:ll;ntur non fin, Asyoufee, Fer.30.15. Whycryeft thon, ¢re. But where the
olens. heartis fincere, noevil troubleshim, fo much as the evil of fin.

You fee icin Davrd, when plagued. 3. Again, an unfound fpi-

rit, hee defires to have the ftroke removed, not to have his
heart amended. The other defires rather the amending of his
heart, than the removal of the ftroke. Saith Bernard, I had
rather God fhould betcer my heart, than remove his hand, rather
Malim enudiri continue my ftrokes, than my fins. You fee this in Fob, when
qumes  Gods hand was on him, b 34. 32. That which I fee not seach thou

mee,
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peeey and if Lhav: doie viquiy, 1 will do it wo sworey us if lee bad
Sy Lord Iknow not the partcular caule of chis diftrefs, whe

ivis thow yims o, whar 7 fee not, teach then, cie.

4. Adcurthtme, wheramto read your hearts is in times of

prefperiy. Anmtound fpirit grows worfe by mercy s mercy, dead-
eos. lawens bus beare, Ifu, 28,10 Let fuvonr bee [howed, dre,
[1ozaed profefled much whien hee was low, but no fgoner advan-
e, out mark then how hee adted againft God, his Charchand
People, mdeavouring co make his raifing their rume,  So Saxl
Jeim. Where now on the contrary, where the hearc is founda
all theie rafings, vite God, God is advanced inall their gdvances
miints, -
And the higher God fers up them, the higher will they in-
desvour torane and fevup God, Liis glory, his caule, his people,
Mz ciesonanenemy ftrengchien bim to finy bur on a friend
ft:cugihen to lervice, heets bura man of greater ability to ferve
God. Many think it they weve bat fo vich, fo greaty Oh how
vould they advance God and his caule ! how muake all to ferve
him, bug thy heare may deceive thee, if thy heart beenot found,
the higher God nifetn thee, che lower rf;ou wile lay him, the
more good God doth for thee, the more evil chon wilt doto
him, It isa(pecial time to read your {pirits, to fee to your fin-
cerity, intime of profperity, Thereisno tryal in aflli®ions alone,
they bave fomething in them may mike men humble, meek, &c.
buc Jook to themin times of profperity of a Church, Religivn,
caufc of God. Muny men have ftood ‘?irin m the times of aftli-
¢tionof a Church, which flagger, fall back in - times of redemp-
tionofa Church,  That is the faddeft, Itis no ftrange thing for
mento fhagger, to falllnthe times ofa declining in che Church,
for fear, &c. But thacis acorrupt heart indeed, corrupe with a
wines thae falls away in profpericy. That is the fourth
time, - .
5. Seehow your fpirits work in time of difficuley of danger,
An unfound heart thinks how hee may avoid the danger; a fin-
cere (piit, how hee may avoid thie {'1)1,1 Heb. 12, 4, fhiving a-
gainft fin, notagainft danger; touble, bur againft fin; to keep
ti.cir confciences pure and undefiled,  Anunfound fpiric thinks
how hee may fave his carkafs, o found Chriftian how hee ma
keep his confcience.  As Epaminondss who rélolved to keep hig
buckler, or dye forit, being wounded to death,”
_ Cryesout, num falvus clypews meus ¢ intimating hee was not
bure, if Lis bucklerwere [afe,  What hee of hisbuckler, a {in-
cere heart cryes out of his'confcience, num falva confeientia s Ap
unfound fpint hee fees and judgech his fatety fometimes to lye
jn the neglet of duty, and therefore intimes of danger hee will
baikand decline his dugy, for fear of man.  But a {ound fpiric,
heg fees his fafery to lyein the doing of his dyty, and his dan-
wR: Z z z L = e . :any
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ger in the negle@ of it.  An unfound fpiricwill rather chovic fin
than affliction , Fob 36.21. But where the Ipirit is fincere , Le
@ . will rather chule che greateft evil; than the leaft fin, as Daniel,
m{’j‘i:it“"""' and the three children, Ambrofe {ith, wrll you caft me i::t;fr{{?m,wid
wltisin mor- you take away my life,all thes ss defirable rather than fin. . And when
“pevolupuas - Endoxiathe Empreile, threatned Chryfoffome with banithment, go
P tell heryfaith he, 1 fear nothing in the world, but fin. And therey-
Nil nifipreca: fon is,becaufe theyloak on fin as the grand and dniverfal evil),
mameo.  the womb of evill, and all other cvils, but the births of fin, I¢
hath been the tounder of hell, tor before fih- no hell, twas thac
which laid the corner ftone in that dark vadlty nay itis chat which
hath filled hell with thofe treafures of wrath, and ftill addes to ir,
and incteafeth the fewel, Rom.2.5. Nay,the( look not only upon
fin as :n evil univerfal; buc as univerfally evil, no govdin fin, And
thaiciore when thie Apoftle would fpeak the worlt of Sin, hee
cc..l find noname worfe, thanin its own to fet it ot by, finfull
fi.1,a5 yon Jee Rom, 7. 13,
i ‘T hefe may bee che fpecial times wherein you may read your
e wn fpirits, and bee able to gather evidences of your fincerity.
3. Branchof Exhortatton.

You that have cleared your fincerity, do you labour to myin-
tain the evidences of it,&c¢.

. Branch of Exhoriation,

‘To exhort them whofehearts ase fincere , that they would
declare the fincerity of their heartson  all occafions. 1 have told
you, tlht God hath fpecial times for the tryal and difcovery of
the fincerity ofhis own peopte. Anditfhould beour wifdomes
to take notice of thofe timesand feafons, and our care at thofe
times to declare our fincerity,  Balaam had once a time to declare
his fincerity, when hee was hired with wealth and honor, to curfe
the People of God; but not approving himfelf at that time, hee
was branded for an hypocrite tor ever, Saw/had once atime to
difcover his fincerity, ~when bee was commanded 10 go and flay als
but miffing that time of declaring fincerity, hee is branded,” &c.
The young man had a time too, when: Chrift propounded to him, to
part with all and follow bim, but miffing thdt, not taking time to de-
clare fincerity, &c.  Solomon had a time too, but he was too neg-
lectfull, and whac follows? hee is queftioned whether ever faved
or no, he is pi¢tured between heaven and hell, as if men knew not
where to fix him.  Thefe had all fpecial times afforded to them
of declaring their fincerity , and like vile wretches, they make
them times of difcovering Hypocrify. And there is nor a man
of you,but God doth afford you fome or {pecial other occafions in
yeur lives of declaring the fincerity of your hearts, which if God
give wifdome to difcern of, andaheart to clofe with,you will bee
happy s butifnot , youwill fmare foric. God may fuffer you
to lyeand roar wpon your death-bed; for want of ap cviderilgc of

ince-
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fincerity, becaule you arc negletive of declaring your Sinceri-
ty, when God aftords you an occafion of it. ~Oh whar fud
thoughts will thele bee , when thou fhalc look upon thy life, and
chink wich thy (¢l Such a time I was in fuch a place,in fuch an of.
fice, had fuchan opportunity to fhew my ferf for God, toad-
vance his glory, todo good to his Church, his people, hiscaufe,
and yet vile wretch I neglected ir, I bawked it, Iwas unfervicea-
ble, or I ufed my power, my ftrength, my authority, as an Engine
againft God, againft his people, againft his caule, this will be trou-
ble with a witnefs, :

Well then,if you would prevent this, let every one in their fe-
veral places and {tacions,declare the Sincerity of t?leir hearts. Make
your places your power, your parts, your riches, your friends, fer-
viceable to God, to his Church, to his Caufe,  As Chrift made
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all bis Afcenfions for the good of his Church, fa do you. Think -

it not much to adventure and hazard any thing for the glaty of
God, the good ofthe Church,  Pray for the Church, aér for
the Church, do for God, fuffer for God, run this braveadventure
to hazard all for the good of the Churchof God, Hee who rail
cth up Gods glory, though by the ruines of hiin(elf; hee who ad-
vanceth Gods caufe, though Kimfelf lye low for it, fhall never be
Joofer by it, hath bargain good enough.  You know thofe places,
Hee who prizeth father and mother,: ric%n, lands before mee, s not
worthy of mee. Aguiny There i5 no man forfaketh ﬁﬂff‘, or mother ,
riches, or lands, Zﬂr e ﬁh‘, re. but fhall have abundred fold, &e.
So, Whofaves his A%, fhall loofe it, but hee who losfes hislife, @ve.
So, Hee wvho dewies me before men, him will I deny.” It is now atime
wherein wicked men do fhew their corruptions, do you make ule
of ity asa time to fhew your graces; whenthey difcover their hy-
pocrify, do you declare your fincerity, I have looked and won-
dred to fee thofe men who have ftood firm in the times of affliction
ofa Church, fhould ftagger and fall back in the times of redemp-
tion of a Church. Itisnot fo ftrange tor amanto fallin the times
of the declining of a Church: Theh fear may make men ftagger,
as in Peter, Bur that isa corrupt heart indeed, corrupe with a wit-
nefs, who falls back, and flycs off, in the times of reforming of a
Churchyto fee men to fall back not in the rimes of perfecution,but
in the rimes of reformation, this isa fad thing. It may beweak-
nefs of grace,which occafions a man to decline and fall back in the
times of perfecutionsbut it is a wickedneffe,and heighe of wicked-
neffe, ic fhews a {piricoppofite to God and goodneffe, to bee
worfe in times of reformation, Wee fee it {oin many in our times,
and (eeing unfound {pirits to difcover their corruptions, let Gods
people now difcover their graces. When Ifrae/ halted between
God and Baal, makin;l}' a mixture of divine worfhip and idolatrous
rogether, one to bee fec off by the other, that poifon might bee

fivallowed down without {crupling; thea did Elijah take ogcafion
4]
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to declare his fincerity, when hee cryed, how long Go yeulade ¢
&c. When Haman had plotted the death ef all the Jews, and
had gotren the kings warrant for the doiug ot it, then was it a fpe-
cial occation for Mordecai and - & -fler 1o dechire cheir fincerey,
which chey did, Hefler 4. 15,16, When Ifraclhad joyned cher-
felves to Baal Peer, thenwas it a fpecial eccafion for Crefes to de-
clare his fincerity, which hee did, Nwmb. 25. 5. You fee what ho-
nour Phincas wonne by taking dhat {pecial occation of declring
his lincerity. The like of Lews,in Denta 33, 9. So of A&r.:};.m:) Clite
22, confider; 1. God calls on you 1 ueclue your fincerity.
x, The Church calls on you.

1. Thofe abroad, our po r diftveffed brecheenin frehmd, they
cry in the language of the Plalnft, Pful. 94.16. Who will rife up for
mee againft she evil docrs, or who will ftand up for mec agumnft the
workers of iniquityr Do you declue your finceuy by
helping them with your purfes; with your prayers, and with your
perfons, (0 far as yeu are called out toic,

2, Ourown Chuorch and Nation calls upon us to deciare our
fincerities, che finglenefs and honeflnels ot our hearts in thefe
dgouble umes, Lo help forward with our prayers, the good of
the Church | the great work which concerns Gods glory, his
canfe now on the wheeles, the great work of reformation,

3. Your confcience, that calls on you to difcover your fincerity;
and confeience is cicher 2 mans bedt triend, ovwaordt enemy. If
vou would nat have conftience fhew it feli an enemy ac thie time,
when you delire ic to appear your fiiend, then make uie of the
featons o declare the finceniy of your hearts to God,  And
then will contcience bee thy friend m healeh, thy friend in fick-
neis, thy friend in hite, thy triend mndeach, when all ocher friende
multleave thee. The teftimony of Hezckiabs conlcience to him
when hee lay on his fick-bed, which gave in evidence of his fince-
rity, brought more comfort chanall the World.  Lord, semeins-
ber how [ have walked before theey &e. Would you have con-
{tience to give in the like teftimony for your then declare the fin-
cerity of your heares, when God calls you out. There isa ftory,
the moral whereof s good; thaca man who had three friends
which hee loved well, and being  fent for to the King, asked
which ot liis friends would go with him; one tells him hee could
not go, not flir, another told him hee would goa Lietle way with
him, but could not go ouc with him; the third , hee tells him, hee
will notonly go wich nm, bue anfiver all for him, dbrine him off.
God is the King, the World, kindred and canlhicnce,ntc&he three
triends, the arreft,death, and the perfon fent for, the forl. The
World, that will leave you, kindred bring youalirtle way, 10
the grave, there leave you, butit isagood confcience which cur-
ries 2 man thorough, and makes a man ftand blamelefs before the
tribunal, 1f you would have confcience bee your. tiiend, thea
Libour (o ditcover fincerity now, A



